
        

AGENDA   

TUESDAY 18 JANUARY 2005   

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be 
held at the Council Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at 

1:30 pm for the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.         

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack  
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1 PRAYER 

2 APOLOGIES 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
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5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

5.1 Mayoral Minute - Follow Up Action    

 

Executive Summary 

During Council meetings, Councillors are provided an opportunity to raise matters with Senior 
Staff in the Questions and Matters of Urgency Session. Matters are regularly taken on notice and 
responses reported following due investigation. Responses to recent matters raised by 
Councillors are contained within this report.   

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the responses provided by Senior Staff in relation to the matters listed be received and 
noted.  

Report 

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 3 February 2004  

Cr Laing drew Council s attention to the traffic congestion being experienced in Clarinda Street, 
Parkes caused largely by the manner of parking in the CBD. Cr Laing asked that a public 
relations exercise be undertaken to make people aware of parking rules particularly in the busy 
part of the CBD.  

The Mayor suggested that Council s Safety Officer investigate the suggestion.  

The matter was considered by the Traffic Committee which recommended that the Road Safety 
and Injury Prevention Officer publish information in the media regarding parking protocols. The 
Road Safety and Injury Prevention Officer now advises that a media release was sent to the 
Parkes Champion Post in late December 2004 (which is yet to be published) and a photo of the 
RSIPO was also taken.    
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From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 29 June 2004  

Cr Keith referred to a house which had been transported to a vacant block in Bogan Gate with no 
further works carried out to improve the property. Cr Keith advised that the dwelling was in a 
state of disrepair.  

The Director of Planning and Environment undertook to investigate the matter and now advises 
that a Notice of Intention to Serve Order is to be issued.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 29 June 2004  

Cr Newton referred to fencing on the eastern side of the Tullamore solid waste landfill and asked 
that it be repaired.  

The Director of Planning and Environment agreed to attend to the matter and now advises that a 
new contractor has been appointed and that the situation is being monitored.   

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 3 August 2004  

Cr Keith advised that the Chairman of the local Catchment Authority had informed him that the 
local Authority office would remain open. Cr Keith advised that the Central West Catchment 
Management Authority would be actively encouraging staff to utilise the Parkes office.  

The Meeting agreed that the Central West Catchment Board be approached with a view to 
placing staff in the Parkes office and the General Manager now advises that letters were written 
to the two Chairmen of the Catchment Boards.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 3 August 2004  

The Mayor requested that a tour of the Nash Tanks development be organized prior to a future 
meeting of Council.  

The General Manager undertook to organise a tour which was carried out on 7 September 2004.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 17 August 2004  

Cr Newton advised that she had received complaints from Trundle residents in relation to the 
condition of the property on the western approach to Trundle which was in an unsightly manner 
due to accumulation of rubbish.  

The Director Planning and Environment undertook to investigate the matter and now advises that 
the residents concerned have been interviewed and the situation is being monitored.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 17 August 2004  

Cr Hutton requested that proposed changes to the operation of the Parkes solid waste depot be 
conveyed to the public.  

The Director Planning and Environment undertook to investigate the matter and now advises that 
the tender will be advertised early in 2005.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 17 August 2004  

Cr Newton advised that a road opening in Kitchener Street to facilitate the installation of irrigation 
in the nearby park had subsided and requires filling. 
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The Director of Operations undertook to attend to the matter and now advises that the matter has 
been rectified.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 21 September 2004  

Cr McGrath advised of a request that he had received from a bus driver operating in the Trundle 
area to reduce corrugations on local roads in the interest of safety.  

The Mayor suggested that the bus driver be advised to contact Council s Engineering staff with 
his concerns as this was the best way to have such work programmed for treatment.    

The Director of Operations also undertook to investigate the matters raised and now advises that 
the matter will be attended to as a matter of routine maintenance.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 2 November 2004  

Cr Newton advised that the T-intersection advisory sign at the intersection of MR348 in Peak Hill 
Road was missing.  

The Director of Operations undertook to attend to the matter and now advises that the sign has 
been reinstated.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 16 November 2004  

Cr Pratt referred to an overgrown block of land at the northern end of Phoenix Street, Parkes and 
enquired as to the process for having the block slashed.  

The Mayor advised of the procedure for reporting such matters to the Rural Fire Service. The 
Director of Operations undertook to report the details to the Rural Fire Service and now advises 
that the Fire Control Officer issued a letter and the block has been subsequently slashed.  

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 16 November 2004  

Cr Magill enquired as to Council s practice of spraying roadside vegetation under its Weeds 
Program and asked if there was a delay in the Program.  

The Director of Operations advised that the noxious weed staff were having difficulty in 
completing the program given other priorities, including spraying of locusts, and advised the 
meeting that investigations were being made into the purchase of another spray unit which will 
assist in maintaining the roadside vegetation spraying program. The Director of Operations now 
advises that another spray unit has been ordered.   

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 16 November 2004  

Cr Newton referred to the Tullamore airstrip and gave an update of the works carried out which 
included Council s replacement of the wind sock and the planned painting of the marker tyres by 
the Rural Fire Service. Cr Newton advised that the airstrip ground was reported to be rough and 
asked if there was anything Council could do to assist.  

The Director of Operations undertook to have a Council roller put over the surface when climatic 
conditions permit and now advises that the marker tyres have had the grass cleared from around 
them and spray painted and the strip has been rolled.   
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From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 16 November 2004  

Cr Newton enquired as to whether the condemned house at 71 Cardigan Street, Tullamore is to 
be demolished or is it allowed to be 'renovated'. The sale condition was that the building be 
demolished and does this condition stand?  

The Director Planning and Environment undertook to investigate the matter and now advises that 
the property was recently sold and a Notice of Intention to Issue an Order to demolish has been 
processed and sent to the new owner. 

Attachments 

Nil.   
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5.2 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation to 
community events or civic matters.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of recent functions attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received 
and noted.  

Report  

Date Function 

Saturday 
4 December 2004 

Western Zone Colts Cricket Dinner 
(Councillor K Keith)  

Tuesday 
7 December 2004 

Launch of Newell Highway Fatigue Program  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Wednesday 
8 December 2004 

Parkes College for Seniors Christmas Luncheon 
(Councillor B Laing)  

Thursday 
9 December 2004 

Meetings in Sydney with Hon David Campbell, Minister for 
Regional Development, Hon Kerry Hickey, Minister for 
Mineral Resources and Hon Tony Kelly, Minister for 
Emergency Services 
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)  

Thursday 
9 December 2004 

Red Bend Catholic College Prizegiving  
(Councillor P Byrne)  

Friday  
10 December 2004 

Parkes Tree of the Year Presentation 
(Councillor B Laing)  



Parkes Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting -  18 January 2005 Agenda 

  

Page 11 

Sunday 
12 December 2004 

Carols by Candlelight  
(Mayor R Wilson)   

Wednesday 
15 December 2004 

Middleton Public School Annual Presentation Evening  
(Councillor K Keith)  

Wednesday 
15 December 2004 

Bush Fire Management Committee Volunteer Association 
Meeting  
(Councillor J Magill)  

Saturday 
18 December 2004 

Official Opening of the Tullamore RTC  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Tuesday 
21 December 2004 

Multi Agency Debrief on Karina Fire 
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillor J Magill and Director of 
Operations)  

Thursday  
23 December 2004 

Parkes Green Corp Graduation  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Friday - Sunday 
7 - 9 January 2005 

Elvis Festival - Various Functions 
(Councillors and Staff)   

Attachments 

1. Nil.  
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5.3 Mayoral Minute - Coming Known Events   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or Senior 
Staff in relation to community events or civic matters  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received and 
noted.  

Report   

Date Function 

Thursday 
24 February 2005 

CENTROC Board Meeting  
(Councillor K Keith and General Manager)  

Friday  
25 February 2005 

Local Government and Central West Catchment 
Management Authority Planning Workshop  
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)  

Friday 
25 February 2005 

Civic Reception for Rotary Centenary  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)   

Attachments 

1. Nil.  
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5.4 Mayoral Minute - Tsunami Disaster   

 
Executive Summary 

The Boxing Day tragedy will be one of the largest calamities most of us experience. Due to the 
timing, Council has not yet been approached for assistance, but it is expected that the NSW 
Local Government and Shires Association and the Australian Local Government Association will 
launch appeals.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

None at this stage.  

Recommendation 

That Council await advice on how Local Government, on a state or national basis, will be asked 
to participate.   
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5.5 Mayoral Minute - Elvis Revival Weekend   

 
Executive Summary 

The Elvis Revival Weekend was the most successful of its kind to date.  

Background Information 

The second weekend of January is the traditional weekend for the Elvis Revival. 2005 was a 
hugely successful event attracting many visitors. The street parade was one of the many 
highlights.  

The growing recognition of the festival means that pressure is being placed on the organisers. It 
would be appropriate for Council and the community to consider the appointment of an Events 
Coordinator.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Some small costs in location preparation and cleaning up.  

Recommendation 

That Council thank the Organising Committee, the many volunteers, businesses, Council's staff 
and the public generally for supporting the festival.  

Attachments 

Nil.  
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS 
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8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation   

 

Executive Summary 

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for 
services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received 
congratulatory letters are attached.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Report 

An email has been received from Whiteley, Ironside and Shillington, Solicitors, congratulating 
Council on its web page and the information provided therein.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Whiteley, Ironside and Shillington   
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From: Belinda - Whiteley Ironside and Shillington [admin@whiteleys.com.au] 
Sent: 21 December 2004 9:57 AM 
To: Council 
Subject: Parkes Shire Council Website   

Attention General Manager,   

Just a quick note to let you know how informative the Parkes Shire Council website is.   On a regular basis 
I access same to obtain details 

 

address, abn, miscellaneous info, request for fees on searches 

 

ie. 603 
etc.     Yesterday afternoon I sent a request to the Library 

 

which I thought was an excellent service to 
have.   This morning I received a call in reply.    This particular library service will greatly benefit students 
and would be a great time saver (if they are aware of same) as they could send off their request at night 
(when they are usually doing their assignments).         

Whoever, is in charge of the website is doing a great job.    If the community is aware of what they can 
access I am sure that more and more of the general public will access this great service.   

Regards Belinda  
Whiteley Ironside & Shillington 
Solicitors 
99 Byng Street 
ORANGE NSW 2800 
PH: 63621866 
FAX 63621837 
Confidentiality/Limited Liability Statement    

This e-mail (and any files transmitted with it) is confidential and intended only for the person or entity to 
whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient (or the person responsible for delivering e-mails 
to the intended recipient), then you have received this e-mail in error and any use, dissemination, 
forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail and its file attachments is prohibited. Please:-    

* notify WHITELEY IRONSIDE & SHILLINGTON immediately by reply e-mail 
* delete the misdirected e-mail from your system; and 
* destroy any copies you have made of it.    

Before opening or using this e-mail and attachments, please scan them for viruses and defects. We do not 
accept any liability for loss or damage which may arise from your receipt of this e-mail.        
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8.2 (ICR) Parkes Symphony Orchestra   

 
Executive Summary 

The Coordinator of the Parkes Symphony Orchestra has provided an update on the work of the 
Orchestra for 2004 and its plans for 2005.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The Coordinator has referred to additional financial assistance. Any consideration of additional 
financial assistance will have to be subject to current budget levels.  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Parkes Symphony Orchestra.  
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8.3 (ICR) Forbes Rural Lands Protection Board   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising that the Forbes Rural Lands Protection Board (RLPB) will host a Regional Conference 
in Forbes from 31 March to 1 April 2005 and seeks a suitable donation to assist with door prizes, 
speakers gifts, corporate gifts or promotional material.  

Background Information 

Parkes Shire's area has land that is under the auspices of the RLPB. The Conference is held in a 
different location each year. It is anticipated sixty delegates will attend. The request is part of a 
general mailout for support from suppliers and affiliates. Enquiries with the RLPB office has 
revealed that a small monetary donation and a supply of Parkes promotional material would be 
beneficial in assisting with the conference.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Council's Appeals and Donations Policy. 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Funds would be drawn from Council's Appeals and Donations vote.  

Recommendation 

That Council make a contribution of $100.00 and provide promotional material for conference 
satchels to the Forbes RLPB to assist with the staging of the 2005 Regional Conference.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Forbes Rural Lands Protection Board   
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8.4 (ICR) Peak Hill Swimming Club Inc   

 
Executive Summary 

The Peak Hill Swimming Club has requested that the gate takings for their annual Club Carnival 
be donated back to the Club to assist with fundraising.  

Background Information 

The Club has asked for this donation to be made in previous years. In 2004 Council acceded to 
the request with gate takings of $490.00 being remitted back to the Club.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Council's Appeals and Donations Policy. 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Income funds for Peak Hill pool would be reduced by the amount of the day's takings.  

Recommendation 

That the request be acceded to and the gate takings from the Club Carnival held on 16 January 
2005 be contributed back to the Club.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Peak Hill Swimming Club Inc   
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9 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

9.1 Forbes, Parkes, Lachlan and Weddin Alliance Meeting held 27 October 
2004   

 

Executive Summary 

The minutes of the last Council Alliance meeting are submitted for the Council's information.  

Background Information 

The Councils of Parkes, Forbes, Lachlan and Weddin formed an Alliance last year. The Alliance 
has three main reporting groups - Environmental Services, Corporate Services and Technical 
Services.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

No direct budget implications at this time.  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

Minutes of Forbes, Parkes, Lachlan and Weddin Alliance meeting held 27 October 2004.    
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Minutes of Forbes, Parkes, Lachlan, Weddin Alliance meeting held 27th  October 2004, at 
Forbes Shire Council, commencing at 10.00am  

1 Present:  
Crs Simpson, Wilson, Mainwaring, Berger, Lockhart (Chair) 
T Lobb, R Bailey, A McCormack, C Devitt  

2 Apologies:  
Cr Keith (Parkes), Crs Brady (Lachlan), Cr McClelland (Weddin) 
(Moved Cr Simpson/sec Cr Wilson-Carried)  

3 Confirmation of Minutes of meeting held on 25th August 2004  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and adopted.  
(Moved Cr Simpson/sec A McCormack- Carried)  

4 Business arising from the Minutes 
Action list from 25th August Board Meeting was noted  

5 Reports from Professional Sub-Committees  

(a) Environmental Services 
Alan McCormack presented a written report on the Environmental Services sub committee 
meeting held on 13th October 2004. (Attachment 1)  

This committee is functioning very effectively, with good participation from all Alliance partners  

Motion: The report of the Environmental Services Sub-committee be adopted  (Moved A 
McCormack/Sec Cr Mainwaring Carried)  

(b) Corporate Services 
Roger Bailey presented a written report on the Corporate Services sub committee meeting held 
on 10th September 2004 (Attachment 2)  

This was a very productive meeting, with a wide range of topics discussed  

Motion: The report of the Corporate Services Sub-committee be adopted  (Moved R Bailey/Sec 
Cr Berger Carried)   

(c) Technical Services 
Trevor Lobb presented a written report on the Technical Services sub committee meeting held on 
13th October 2004 (Attachment 3)  

This group is working on 4 key issues, design engineers, plant tenders, gravel crushing and 
asset management.   

Motion: The report of the Technical Services Sub-committee be adopted  (Moved T Lobb/Sec Cr 
Mainwaring Carried)   

6 General Business  

(i) CSU/TAFE Proposal 
The Board discussed the proposal by Charles Sturt University to investigate the establishment of 
a campus in this region in conjunction with TAFE. This project has been enthusiastically 
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embraced by all Alliance members, with Western Research Institute engaged to undertake a 
study into the viability of this proposal. A draft report will be produced before Christmas  

For Information  

(ii) New Bushfire Volunteers Association  

The issue of the bushfire volunteers association was also discussed, with concerns amongst 
some volunteer bushfire fighters in the region that they are not effectively being represented in 
discussions with the Rural Fire Service.  
At this time Parkes and Lachlan have joined the new volunteers association, with Forbes and 
Weddin still investigating the issue. Initial feedback from volunteers in Forbes is that they feel 
they are adequately represented under the current arrangements.  

(iii) Promotion of Alliance  

Motion: That the minutes of the Alliance meeting be sent to the Minister for Local Government to 
keep him informed of the Alliance s activities 
(Moved Cr Simpson/Sec Cr Lockhart-Carried)  

Motion: That a press release be prepared after each board meeting for distribution to member 
Councils 
(Moved A McCormack/Sec Cr Berger-Carried)    

7 Next meeting  

The next Alliance meeting will be held at Lachlan Shire Council on Wednesday 23 February 2005 
starting at 10.00am   

Attachment 1  

ALLIANCE ENVIRONMENT PROFESSIONAL 
SUB COMMITTEE   

MINUTES  

Minutes of meeting of the Parkes/Forbes/Lachlan/Weddin Shires Alliance Professional 
Environmental Sub Committee, held at Forbes on 13 October 2004.  

Present:  Paul Bennett (chair - in absence of Committee Sponsor, Alan McCormack), Brendan 
Hayes, Matthew Teale, Matt White, Colby Farmer, Graham Ritter, Emma Phillips, Jessica 
McFarlane, Michelle Bicket, Des Cowan and Steven Campbell.  

1. Apologies  Alan McCormack, Barrie Toms, Tim Gowing.  

2. Confirmation of minutes.  

Resolved:

  

That the minutes of the meeting of Forbes, Grenfell, Lachlan, Parkes Alliance 
Environment Professional Sub Committee held on Wednesday 16 August 2004, copies of 
which have been forwarded to Councils, be confirmed.  
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3. Business arising from minutes.  

3.1. Action list. 
The actions from the meeting of 16 August 2004 were reviewed and updated.  

3.2. It was reported that a document relating to the preparation of DA conditions had 
been received from the Alliance Environment Professional Sub Committee.  

4. Minutes of Alliance meeting held on 25 August 2004 noted.  

5. Business.  

5.1. Essential Services - Prepare position paper relating to the current approval of 
Councils.  Michelle Bicket to coordinate.   

5.2. Place of Public Entertainment - Conditions of consent relating to POPE s to be 
shared between Councils.  Working group of Brendan Hayes, Michelle Bicket, 
Colby Farmer and Graham Ritter to meet and develop common approach.  

5.3. Salinity - Forbes currently working with DIPNR on DCP.  Paul Bennett to follow up 
information on Salinity relating to the Alliance Area.  

6. Business  Action list updated/copy attached.  

7. New Business.  

7.1. Planning Reforms Release - Brendan Hayes to provide an update for the next 
meeting.  

7.2. Exempt and Complying - Parkes currently reviewing exempt and complying 
development and will circulate when complete.  The production for common fact 
sheets was discussed.  Parkes to complete by 19/12/04.  

7.3. Training - Pursue appropriate training courses such as AIBS Twilight course in 
Timber Framing.  Brendan Hayes to complete 09/12/04.    

Next Meeting:  To be held at Forbes on Thursday 9 December 2004 commencing 
at 12.30pm.  

Meeting closed:  3.45pm.          
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Attachment 2  

Minutes of the Forbes, Parkes, Lachlan and Weddin Alliance Corporate Services meeting held on 
10th September, 2004 at the Lachlan Shire Council meeting room, 58-64 Molong Street 
Condobolin on Friday 10 September 2004 commencing at 12.20 pm.  

 

1. Present:  

Roger Bailey (Lachlan Shire Council), Therese Manns (Lachlan Shire Council), Glenn Carroll 
(Weddin Shire Council), Carissa Bywater (Forbes Shire Council), and Brian Matthews (Parkes 
Shire Council).  

Attendees were welcomed to the meeting and given an overview and background of the Parkes, 
Forbes, Lachlan and Weddin Council Alliance.    

2. Apologies: There were no apologies    

3. Corporate Services  

(a) Need and Commitment to the Alliance  

All attendees agreed that the alliance would provide benefit to all Councils.  

(b) Centres of Excellence  

There was a general feeling that the path of Centre of Excellence was not what the 
Corporate Services Team wished to take at this point in time.  

Concern was raised that centres of excellence would highlight the idea of amalgamation.  

Potential savings by forming centres of excellence were considered negligible.  

(c) Alliance Opportunities  

It was decided that a Director from each Council was to concentrate on a specific area of 
opportunity.  

(d) Information Technology  

Opportunity discussed in this area focused on co-operation between Alliance IT staff to 
enhance the overall IT capabilities of member councils.  

Parkes Shire Council advised that they were highly resourced in this area, and would be 
prepared to assist member councils with IT issues on an at cost basis.  

It was acknowledged that each Council has different finance/property software, and that 
short-term change is unlikely.  

A joint review of software packages such as minutes software was discussed as an 
opportunity.  
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(e) New Accounting Standards  

Opportunity for the Alliance in this area was discussed, and it was considered that Council 
auditors Alan Morse & Co 

 
Orange be approached to provide training in these areas, in 

particularly international accounting standards.  

Other opportunities recognised included joint strategies and finance staff discussion 
meetings.   

(f) Governance Health Check                                                   

It was decided that each Council should firstly perform their own Governance health check.  

The opportunity discussed in this area was to have a combined policy approach, whereby 
member Councils would share existing policies, and write new policies with input from all 
member councils.  

(g) Financial Health Check  

It was acknowledged that the Financial Health Check was an individual  
Council issue.  

(h) Privacy Act Guidelines  

It was determined that Privacy Act Guidelines be dealt with through the Governance Health 
Check.  

Training in this area was considered of need, however the group acknowledged that 
CENTROC organises training, and they should be contacted first to prevent doubling up.  

(i) Staff  

Concern was raised that Councils would not be able to cope by sending their staff to relieve 
at other Councils, and that this would affect their workload at the council of their 
employment.  

It was determined that benefits in the area of staff may come through skill sharing, via 
learning visits between councils at the at cost expense of the Council requiring the 

training/experience.  

Opportunity in this area was also seen to exist by introducing activity groups in like 
positions, such as an IT group, rates group, finance group, creditors group, payroll group, 
records group, etc.  Staff from each of the councils would meet to form a network, and 
discuss procedures in their area, including forms that are used for system 
controls/procedures.  It was decided that this idea would be trialled; with a meeting of rates 
staff and IT staff to be held at concurrent times.  

(j) Staff Training  

It was agreed that we should not double up on CENTROC in this area.  

(k) Staff Salary System/Structure  

It was acknowledged that the Staff system/salary structure was an individual Council issue.  
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(l) Information Sharing through activity specific groups of Council  

This item was dealt with at item 3.6.  

(m) Joint Records System  

Weddin Shire Council advised that there may be an opportunity for a joint records storage 
facility at Grenfell.  

It was considered that a visit to Cabonne to view the combined storage for the 
Cabonne/Wellington/Blayney alliance would be beneficial.  

It was acknowledged that all member councils have different records management 
systems, and that there would be no changes in the near future.  

(n) Debt Recovery Services  

This area was considered something that a meeting of rates staff could have a look at.  

Parkes and Forbes currently use the outside services of David Wilson, whilst Lachlan and 
Weddin are performing in house debt recovery.  

(o) Tendering/Bulk Purchasing  

This was considered an area that has been worked on in the past (with combined tendering 
for computer equipment and audit services), and need to continue.  

An opportunity was highlighted in this area for savings through a joint council approach, 
however it was acknowledged that shopping locally were possible was important to all 
Councils.  

A joint evaluation of leasing vs purchasing computer equipment was also considered an 
opportunity.  

Mention was made of Parkes Shire Council offering staff computer purchases through bulk 
purchasing on an annual basis.  

(p) Joint Project Management  

It was acknowledged that project management was largely an individual Council issue.  

(q) OH & S  

It was decided that any joint work in this area would be doubling up on CENTROC 
activities.  

(r) Risk Management  

It was decided that any joint work in this area would be doubling up on CENTROC 
activities.  

(s) Reporting  

It was decided that there was no opportunity to develop similar formats for management 
plans or annual reports, as they are largely council specific. 
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Purchasing the same software, such as Council minute s software was considered one way 
of using similar formats; however it was acknowledged that not all councils will be 
purchasing the software in the near future.  

Sharing of council forms was considered an opportunity for similar formatting, and this 
could be dealt with via staff activity groups.  

(t) Policy Manuals/Procedures  

Parkes Shire Council advised that they have started a review of their policies and 
procedures, with all staff positions required to have a set of procedures for times of 
absence.  

It was decided that this item would be dealt with as part of the governance health check.   

4. General Business  

(a) Financial  

All attendees to plan for financial assessment of Alliance savings.  

(b) Joint Funding 
Weddin Shire Council raised possible opportunities in the tourism area, through joint 
funding applications or a joint visit by Today Show to promote the Council areas.    

5. Action List  

The following opportunity areas were delegated for further investigation and implementation:  

3.3 (including 3.5 and 3.17)  Brian Matthews & Therese Manns  

3.9 (including 3.6 and form sharing in 3.16) - Carissa Bywater  

3.12  Carissa Bywater  

3.10  Glenn Carroll  

Tourism  Glenn Carroll   

6. Next Meeting  

The next meeting is to be held via teleconferencing in approximately one month.   

Meeting Closed 2.30pm        
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Attachment 3  

INTER-COUNCIL ALLIANCE (ENGINEERING GROUP)

  
Report on meeting of Engineering Group held at 9.00 am 13October 2004 at Forbes.  

Present: M Fanning (Forbes), R Staples (Lachlan) (10.30 am), S Barry, K Boyd (Parkes),  
W Twohill (Weddin), T Lobb (GM-Weddin)  

1. Minutes of Meeting 23 August 2004:  
Were agreed to.  

MATTERS ARISING:  

2. OHS/Risk Management  
The decision to exchange/share site auditors was clarified.  

3. RTA Prequalification 
The RTA has required all tenderers to re-apply.  Forbes has applied for category R5. 
A Forbes Council representative is attending an RTA meeting in Sydney that morning.  

GENERAL MATTERS  

4. Road Design Engineer (Forbes) 
Information received from Lachlan and Weddin Shires. 
The workload over 3 years will be used to estimate staff requirements. 
Lachlan has design software and would like to obtain training for inexperienced staff 
at a central office in Forbes or Parkes. 
Weddin uses Foresight software and will have to consider changing to Civilcad for 
uniformity. 
Parkes has 3 young designers using software.  

5. Plant Replacement Tenders (Lachlan) 
joint tender for 4 graders recently completed, with total estimated saving of $20,000. 
CENTROC has called a meeting of Plant Managers in Molong on 9 November to 
discuss plant tenders. 
a spreadsheet of planned replacements is being prepared, showing proposals for the 
four alliance councils. 
streetsweepers may be an opportunity for sharing, with say two machines for the four 
Councils. 
garbage collection may be best dealt with through Netwaste.  

6. Gravel Crushing (Weddin) 
the total quantity for the four councils is 300,000 m³ pa 
this would be equivalent to a contract of $1.2 M, more if blasting were included. 
this work should offer a good opportunity for savings and improved availability. 
preliminary enquiries to be made seeking the level of interest in the industry.  
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7. Asset Management (Parkes) 
looking at a single database for all assets 
accurate cadastre required for asset identification 
present system has large error margins to which new survey information is fitted or 
stretched. 

Weddin is the only council with completed Rural Addressing, other councils to 
consider a joint exercise.  

8. Next Meeting 
The next meeting was agreed for 9.00 am on Wednesday, 8 December 2004 at Forbes.  

9. Closure  
The being no further business the meeting closed at 11.05 am.     
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9.2 Workers Compensation Analysis   

 
Executive Summary 

Workers compensation claims are continuing a downward trend. Claims have dropped from 26 in 
1997/98 to 9 in 2003/04 and 3 for the first 6 months of 2004/05.  

Background Information 

The amount of workers compensation paid reflects in Council's annual premium. The premium 
for 2003/04 was $421,961.00. Claims have been reduced because of training, attitude and 
regulations.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The annual budget provides for the premium.  

Recommendation 

That the information be noted.  

Attachments 

Workers compensation analysis   
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9.3 E Division Conference   

 
Executive Summary 

The annual E Division conference will be held on 11 February 2005 at Molong. Council is invited 
to attend and submit motions.  

Background Information 

Parkes Council is a member of E Division of the Shires Association of NSW. The E Division 
Chairman is Cr Bruce Miller from Cowra, who is also the Senior Vice President of the Shires 
Association.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That Council be represented at the conference and that Councillors indicate if they would 
like to attend.  

2. That a motion be submitted seeking clarification of ownership and insurance for bush fire 
vehicles.  

3. That any other motions be submitted as approved by the Mayor      

Attachments 

Nil.  
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10 DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICE REPORT 

10.1 Financial Information for the Month of December 2004   

 

Executive Summary 

A regular report is provided to Council in relation to a number of financial indicators, including 
investments, total monthly payments, receipting and collection of rate revenue.  

Background Information 

The supply of financial information on a regular basis fulfils statutory requirements and ensures 
prudent financial management.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Local Government Act, 1993. 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulation, 1999.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report detailing accounts paid, rate revenue collected, receipts received and the bank 
reconciliation to 31 December 2004, be received and noted.  

Report 

1. Accounts  

The accounts cover the period 26/11/04 to 31/12/04  

Payment From

 

To

 

Sub Total 

Combined A/C E005857

 

111824

 

$2,327,737.55

 

Cheques and 
Deskbank 

  

-

 

Salaries & Wages 2/12/04

 

23/12/04

 

$798,832.27

 

TOTAL 

  

$3,126,569.82

  

2. Revenue Statement as at 31 December 2004  

A copy of the Revenue Statement as at 31 December 2004 is attached.  
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3. Statement of Receipts - 1 December 2004 to 31 December 2004  

A Statement of Receipts for the period 1 December 2004 to 31 December 2004 is 
attached.  

4. Bank Reconciliation as at 31 December 2004  

The bank reconciliation for the month of December 2004 has been finalised and is 
submitted for the information of Council.  

The reconciliation of the Cash Books of the Council and the Bank Pass Book has been 
effected in all funds as at 31 December 2004.  

2003 2004 
$407,103.00 CR $491,193.44 CR 

  

Attachments 

1. Rates Revenue Statement 
2. Statement of Receipts    
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AMOUNT

 

 AMOUNT %COLLECTED

 

LAST 
PAYABLE

 

DUE

 

THIS

 

YEAR

 

01/07/2004

 

 COLLECTIONS 30/11/2004

 

YEAR

 

02/01/2004

        

COMBINED RATES

 

9,603,217

 

5,319,410

   

4,283,807

 

55.39%

 

55.26%

        

GARBAGE & OTHER

 

796,856

 

453,642

 

343,215

 

56.93%

 

56.79%

 

SERVICE CHARGES

             

 EXTRA CHARGES &

 

116,309

 

104,177

 

12,132

 

89.57%

 

47.41%

 

 LEGAL CHARGES

 

WATER CONSUMPTION

 

448,506

 

192,269

 

256,237

 

42.87%

   

 TOTAL 10,964,888

 

6,069,498

 

4,895,391

 

55.35%

 

55.23%

        
PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL

 
REVENUE STATEMENT RATES AND CHARGES DUE TO 4 JANUARY  2005
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