
   

    

      

AGENDA   

TUESDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2005   

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be 
held at the Council Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes. commencing at 

1:30 pm for the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.         

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack  
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5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

5.1 Mayoral Minute - Follow Up Action   

 

Executive Summary 

During Council meetings, Councillors are provided an opportunity to raise matters with Senior 
Staff in the Questions and Matters of Urgency Session. Matters are regularly taken on notice and 
responses reported following due investigation. Responses to recent matters raised by 
Councillors are contained within this report.   

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the responses provided by Senior Staff in relation to the matters listed be received and 
noted.  

Report 

From the Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 2 November 2004  

Cr Magill advised that he had received representations from the local Branch NSW Farmers 
Association raising concerns over the policy of closing roads during wet conditions.  Matters 
raised included the length of the closure of some roads which impacted on other matters such as 
rural land owners accessing stock sales in the district.  

Cr Magill requested that the policy and procedure used for the closure of local roads in wet 
conditions be reviewed.  

The Director of Operations advised of the circumstances in relation to the closure of roads 
in wet conditions and in particular to the incident mentioned by Cr Magill and now advises 
that the policy is under review and a report is to be submitted to Council's meeting of 15 
February 2005 suggesting modification to allow approval for specific routes on request  
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5.2 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation to 
community events or civic matters.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of recent functions attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received 
and noted.  

Report 

Date Function 

Monday 
24 January 2005  

Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and General Manager) 

Wednesday 
26 January 2005  

Australia Day Activities  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Staff)  

Thursday 
27 January 2005 

Meeting with State Member, Cr Dawn Fardell MP, regarding Road 354  
(Mayor R Wilson and Director of Operations)  

Tuesday 
1 February 2005 

Mayoral Breakfast - Dubbo 
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Monday  
7 February 2005 

Meeting regarding WRI Study into educational needs 
(Mayor R Wilson, General Manager and Economic Development 
Manager)  

Monday  
7 February 2005 

Parkes Rotary and Inner Wheel Combined Japanese International Night 

 

(Councillor K Keith and Mrs Keith)  

Friday 
11 February 2005 

E Division Conference  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors K Keith and B Laing and General Manager) 
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5.3 Mayoral Minute - Coming Known Events   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or Senior 
Staff in relation to community events or civic matters  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received and 
noted.  

Report  

Date Function 

Thursday 
17 February 2005 

Country Labor Caucus Meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)  

Thursday 
17 February 2005 

Yeoval Historical Society Opening of 'Buckinbah Park' 
(Council Representative)  

Friday 
18 February 2005 

Fittler Dinner  
(Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)  

Saturday 
19 February 2005 

Eels -v- Roosters Game  
(Councillor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)  

Thursday 
24 February 2005 

CENTROC Board Meeting  
(Councillor K Keith and General Manager)  

Friday  
25 February 2005 

Local Government and Central West Catchment Authority 
Planning Workshop  
(Councillor J Magill, General Manager, Director Planning 
and Environment and Manager Natural Resources)  

Friday 
25 February 2005 

Civic Reception for Rotary Centenary  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  
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Date Function 

Friday 
25 February 2005 

Rotary Club of Parkes Centenary Dinner  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and General Manager)  

Saturday 
26 February 2005 

Local Government Touch Football Carnival Presentation  
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Monday 
28 February 2005 

Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Friday 
4 March 2005 

NSW Grants Commission Workshop  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Sunday  
13 March 2005 

Open Parkes Little Athletics Carnival  
(Mayor R Wilson)   

Attachments 

Nil.  
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 

Nil.  

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS 

Nil. 
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8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation   

 

Executive Summary 

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for 
services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received 
congratulatory letters are attached.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Mrs B A Allen - Recipient of Council Medallion 
2. Parkes Elvis Festival Committee 
3. Cricket NSW   
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8.2 (ICR) The Hon David Campbell, Minister for Regional Development 
Community Partnership Program   

 
Executive Summary 

The Minister refers to previous Council correspondence in relation to the Community Partnership 
Program and is pleased that Council is finding the Program useful.  

Background Information 

The General Manager wrote to the Minister in November, 2004, urging him to extend the current 
program beyond its completion date in 2005.  The work to date has involved establishing links 
and acquiring basic dates.  A final Report is imminent.  

Parkes and Blayney Councils were selected in late 2002 to work with Charles Sturt University 
and the Western Research Institute to develop a Community Partnerships Program.  The 
Program was the first Program of its kind in Australia to use the skills of University based and 
trained facilitators to enhance community capacity for Economic Development.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Letter from Minister for Regional Development   
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8.3 (ICR) The Hon Amanda Vanstone - Minister for Immigration & 
Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs - Shortage of Skilled Labour   

 
Executive Summary 

Council has raised the issue of the lack of skilled labour in regional areas with the local Federal 
Member.  The correspondence was referred to the Minister for reply.  

Background Information 

The exceptional economic development in and around Parkes in recent times has highlighted the 
lack of skilled technical labour in the local and regional economies.  Council has endeavoured to 
make representations to address the issue.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

For the information of Council.  

Attachments 

1. Letter from Minister for Immigration and Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs to Local Federal 
Member John Cobb, MP regarding Shortage of Skilled Labour   
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8.4 (ICR) Department of Primary Industries - Retention of Livestock Officer - 
Parkes   

 
Executive Summary 

The Department has responded to Council's concerns relating to the possible loss of the 
Livestock Officer Sheep and Wool position within the NSW Department of Primary Industries 
Office at Parkes.  

Background Information 

In December 2004, Council wrote to NSW Agriculture supporting the retention of the Livestock 
Officer's position in Parkes.  Council had been advised of the imminent departure of the 
incumbent and sort to make representations to have the position retained.  The Mayor advised 
Council by Mayoral Minute at the Council meeting held on 21 December, 2004, that 
representations had been made.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Letter from Department of Primary Industries regarding retention of the Livestock Officer 
Sheep & Wool Position at the Parkes Office.   
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8.5 (ICR) Department of Immigration & Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs - 
Living in Harmony   

 
Executive Summary 

The Department has developed a Multifaith Kit and urges Councils to embrace the "Living in 
Harmony" initiative.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That the information be forwarded to the Parkes Ministers Association for their information and 
possible use.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs   
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8.6 (ICR) Australian Broadcasting Commission - News Radio Service in 
Parkes   

 
Executive Summary 

Replying to Council's representations for the provision of an FM transmitter on Mt Canobolas to 
provide the Western Region with access to the news service provided on frequency 1440 in 
Canberra and 630 in Sydney.  

Background Information 

Council sought information on the availability of the service after hearing of the Australian 
Broadcasting Authority's agreed principles to "reserve spectrum to provide the full range of ABC 
Radio Services (involving Regional Radio, Radio National, Classic RM, Triple J and News Radio) 
to communities or regional transmission areas with a population of 10,000 people or more".  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Letter from Australian Broadcasting Corporation regarding extension of ABC's News Radio 
service into Parkes.   
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8.7 (ICR) Seniors Week 2005 Organising Committee - Program & Minutes   

 
Executive Summary 

The Seniors Week 2005 Organising Committee has finalised the Program for this year's activities 
and has forwarded the Program and the Minutes of their most recent meeting for the information 
of Council.  

Background Information 

Seniors Week will be held from 13 to 20 March, 2005.  The Neighbourhood Centre is 
coordinating this year's activities and has formed a Committee to develop and instigate a 
program.  Council is represented on that Committee.  Council will provide a morning tea on 
Monday, 13 March to launch the week's events, hosted by the Mayor.  This will be followed by a 
bus trip around Parkes with the Deputy Mayor highlighting recent developments and points of 
interest.  On Thursday, 17 March, Council will host a "Remember When" trip down memory lane 
in the Coventry Room with Bernie Crowe as the MC.  It is envisaged that all costs associated 
with Council's participation will be covered by the Seniors Week Vote of $500.00.  

The Committee was successful in securing a grant of $1,000.00 to assist with organising the 
week.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Seniors Week budget item - $500.00  

Recommendation 

That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Flyer of Seniors Week Program 2005 prepared by Seniors Week Committee 
2. Minutes of Seniors Week Committee held on 2 February, 2005  
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Minutes for Seniors Week Committee Meeting held 
Wednesday 2nd February 2005 

Parkes Information and Neighbourhood Centre  

Meeting opened at 9.10am  

Present: Suzie McNamara, Pam Symonds, Maureen Wheeldon, Stephanie Ellis, Debbie 
Landers, Jenny Leeming, Kay Power, Irene Ross, Katrina Allen, Donna Ehsman, Marlene 
Freeman, Kerri Dunn, Sandra Littlewood, Kittie Dwyer, Rev Clyde Appleby  

Apologies: Katrina Mulligan  

Previous Minutes Moved: Irene Ross  Sec: Kay Power  

General Business

  

Planning for week is as follows. 
Sunday 13th March 2005  

Opening of Seniors Week with Church Service in Cooke Park as previous years. 
Start with short address from President of Ministers Association, other guest 
speakers. Will commence at 12 noon. Rev Clyde Appleby organising all 
arrangements, will be contacting Rotary, Girl Guides and others involved with 
previous years planning for help with the BBQ, chairs etc. May be small charge for 
BBQ only.   

Monday 14th March 2005  
Council to organize morning tea/bus trip as with previous years. Start 10am from 
Council Chambers. Final details still to be confirmed. Les Finn to contact Pam 
Symonds. Costs to be confirmed.  

Tuesday 15th March 2005  
Sandra Littlewood to contact Rhonda Brain, Mark Young to get school children to 
perform at the Community Hall in Cooke Park in conjunction with exhibition by 
College for Seniors. Morning Tea to be provided by College for Seniors. Maureen 
Wheeldon to book community hall. 
To be followed by subsidised lunch at the Leagues Club; Kerrie Dunn to contact 
club to book and get costs.  

Wednesday 16th March 2005   
Education Centre at Hospital booked for morning tea/tai chi information session. 
Jenny Leeming will send letters to bakeries etc for donations towards morning tea.  
Kitty Dwyer to organise a display for Aged Care Service.  
HACC Services and all other Community Services to be involved in providing 
displays.  

Thursday 17th March 2005  
Parkes Shire Council will arrange for old movies to be shown in the Coventry 
Room. Will be DVD & projector for viewing and/or reminiscing afternoon. Morning 
Tea will be provided. Time to be confirmed. No Cost. Donna Ehsman to confirm 
with Bernie Crowe and organise morning tea.  
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Friday 18th March 2005  
Sky Channel at Services Club showing the concert in Sydney. Subsidised Lunch 
or afternoon tea will be provided. Sandra Littlewood to contact club to book. 
Confirm concert time and get costs.  

Saturday 19th March 2005  
No activities, free tickets to trots. Donna Ehsman to contact Craig Dumesny 
regards tickets for the trots. We will need them before registration day.   

Registration Days to be held over 2 days, 22nd, 28th February 2005.     

A $2.00 registration fee to be charged. Volunteers will be at the Neighbourhood Centre to 
carryout registration days. Registration Days will be held in the Diamond Room.  

Programmes need to be finalised so they can be sent out prior to registration day.   

Transport - Seniors to inform at registration if they require transport to events.   

Clare Elliott from Peak Hill has requested $330 to pay for a bus to bring seniors to one of the 
days events. Suggested that Maureen Wheeldon check with Clare on the price. We may be able 
to contribute a portion of it.  

Les Finn was to contact Barb Newton at Trundle.  

Condobolin are holding their own events on Wednesday and have sent a letter asking if we will 
be involved as we have in previous years. It was decided not to send a bus out there as it will 
conflict with events we have planned here in Parkes.  
We will notify people at registration that it is on and they can then decide whether they want to go 
and make their own transport arrangements.    

Next Meeting  

9am Wednesday 16th February 2005 at the Neighbourhood Centre in the Diamond Room.   
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8.8 (ICR) Parkinson's NSW - Inc - Parkes Support Branch   

 
Executive Summary 

Requesting that Council appoint a Council Representative to attend the group's monthly 
meetings.  

Background Information 

The Parkes Support Branch has operated for many years.  The late Jack Scoble, MBE, OAM 
was instrumental in establishing the group as a highly respected organisation within the 
Parkinson's research and treatment fields of endeavour.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

That Council elect a Representative to attend the monthly meetings at the Parkinson NSW Inc - 
Parkes Support Group.  

Attachments 

Letter from Parkinson's NSW Inc - Parkes Support Group   
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8.9 (ICR) Young Achievement Australia - Request to Participate   

 
Executive Summary 

Young Achievement Australia has requested sponsorship from Council for its Business Skills 
Program for local students in 2005.  

Background Information 

The "Young Achievers" program has been run in the Parkes area for many years.  In 2003, 
Council made a contribution of $350 towards sponsorship and through the suggestion of 
Councillor McGrath, referred the organisers to the PCYC as a possible venue.  No application 
was received in 2004.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Appeals and Donations Policy 
Section 356 Local Government Act, 1993  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Contributions in accordance with the request would be taken from the Section 356 Appeals & 
Donations Vote.  

Recommendation 

That Council make a contribution of $350.00 as sponsorship of the 2005 program and the PCYC 
be suggested as a suitable venue for the project.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Young Achievement Australia   
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8.10 (ICR) Peak Hill Urban Landcare Group - Water Useage   

 
Executive Summary 

The Peak Hill Urban Landcare Group has requested the waiver of the costs of Water 
Consumption relating to the Peak Hill Fauna & Flora (Apex) Reserve.  

Background Information 

The Group consists of volunteers who maintain the Flora and Fauna Reserve in Peak Hill.  Over 
the past 4 years the Group has undertaken a significant amount of work in repairing fences, re-
establishing walking trails, weed eradication and replanting.  They receive assistance from 
Council Labour Programs where possible and have been the recipient of small grants from the 
Department of Lands to assist with specific programs.   

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Section 502 Local Government Act 1993, 
Section 607 Local Government Act 1993, 
Clause 13 Local Government (Rates & Charges) Regulation, 1999.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Council is not permitted under the Act and Regulations to waiver charges.  However, Council is 
able to financially assist individuals and groups for any purpose under the Act (providing that it is 
not for private gain).  If Council were to make a donation equivalent to the charge levied, the 
amount would be taken from the Section 356 Appeals and Donations Vote.  

Recommendation 

1. That Council in this instance, make a donation to the Peak Hill Urban Landcare Group 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act, 1993 equivalent to the water charges 
levied for water used in the Peak Hill Fauna and Flora Reserve from 28 June, 2004 to 25 
November, 2004.  

Attachments 

Correspondence from Peak Hill Urban Landcare Group   
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