
   

    

      

AGENDA   

TUESDAY 15 MARCH 2005   

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be 
held at the Peak Hill Services Club, Auditorium commencing at 1:30 pm for the 

purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.         

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack  



   

    



    

Ordinary Meeting Agenda   

Order Of Business: 15 March 2005  

1 PRAYER 1 

2 APOLOGIES 1 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 1 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 1 

5 MAYORAL MINUTES 1 

6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 1 

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS 1 

8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 2 

8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation ...............................................................................................2 

8.2 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association...........................................................................7 

8.3 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association - Skateboard Area.............................................9 

8.4 (ICR) Mr John Cobb MP, Member for Parkes....................................................................11 

8.5 (ICR) Clr Ron Page, Mayor, Broken Hill Council - Amalgamation of Associations ............16 

8.6 (ICR) Parkes Apex Street Parade Committee ...................................................................18 

8.7 (ICR) NSW and ACT Masons - Lodge Far West ...............................................................20 

8.8 (ICR) Department of Local Government - Councillors Expenses ......................................23 

8.9 (ICR) Mr David Nock - Sign Posting of School and Tennis Club Sites ..............................25 

8.10 (ICR) Local Government and Shires Association of NSW - Tsunami Appeal ....................27 

8.11 (ICR) Lifeline Central West - Application for Funding ........................................................30 

9 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 34 

9.1 Peak Hill Gold Mine ...........................................................................................................34 

9.2 Visit By Grants Commission ..............................................................................................35 

9.3 Western Reserach Institute Study .....................................................................................37 

9.4 Delegations of Functions and Authority .............................................................................38 

9.5 Staff Shortages/Training ....................................................................................................40 

10 DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES' REPORT 41 

10.1 Financial Information - February 2005 ...............................................................................41 

10.2 Investments as at 28 February 2005 .................................................................................46 

10.3 Payment of Rates and Charges through Centrepay ..........................................................48 

10.4 Library Services Statistics - February 2005 .......................................................................50 

10.5 Library Services Monthly Update - February 2005 ............................................................52 



    

10.6 Tourism Update .................................................................................................................53 

10.7 Economic Development - Shire Cultural Committee Composition.....................................55 

10.8 Economic Development - Parkes Dore Centre ..................................................................56 

10.9 Economic Development - Regional Development Board Membership ..............................58 

10.10 Economic Development - Sydney Symphony Brass Performance ....................................60 

10.11 Economic Development - NRL Pre Season Game ............................................................61 

10.12 Economic Development - NSW Touch Carnival ................................................................62 

10.13 Economic Development - Country Week Promotion..........................................................63 

11 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT'S REPORT 66 

11.1 Central West Local Government Reference Group ...........................................................66 

11.2 Sale of Motor Vehicles and Other Items on Road Reserves and Public Lands.................72 

11.3 February 2005 Building Statistics ......................................................................................76 

12 DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS' REPORT 79 

12.1 Major Works Status as at March 2005...............................................................................79 

12.2 Weeds at Former Tichborne School Site ...........................................................................80 

12.3 Parkes Pool - Parkes Learn to Swim Instructional Club Function......................................81 

12.4 Parkes Pool Closing Date ..................................................................................................82 

12.5 Parkes Airport - Request for a Food Vending Machine .....................................................83 

12.6 Removal of Public Telephones By Telstra .........................................................................84 

13 DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE'S REPORT 85 

13.1 Reconstruction Water Main Works - Intersection of Short and Clarinda Street, Parkes....85 

13.2 Appointment of Public Reserve Trust (R62445) - Keast Park............................................86 

13.3 Creation of Three (3) Easements - Parkes Industrial Estate .............................................87 

13.4 Road Safety and Injury Prevention Officer Report for February 2005 ...............................88 

14 CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 92 

15 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF URGENCY 92 

16 CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS 93 

16.1 Parkes Airport Update........................................................................................................93 

16.2 South Parkes Industrial Estate - Purchase of Lot 11 Langlands Street, Parkes................93 

16.3 Excess Water Account.......................................................................................................94 

16.4 DA04118: Subdivision at Lot 180 DP 750135 'Lumeah' Bindogundra Parish, Parkes Shire94 

16.5 The NetWaste Central Regional Waste Collection Contract..............................................95  
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1 PRAYER 

2 APOLOGIES  

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

Nil.  

6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 

Nil.  

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS 

Nil. 
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8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation   

 

Executive Summary 

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for 
services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received 
congratulatory letters are attached.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Mr Anthony Blake - Comments on the work of Council 
2. Correspondence - Narromine Shire Council 
3. Correspondence - Parkes High School   
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8.2 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association   

 
Executive Summary 

Conveying the thanks of the Association for the attendance at their January meeting of the 
Mayor, the General Manager and Councillors Newton, Hutton, Keith and Scott.  

The Association has reinforced the issues raised at the meeting in relation to policing and the 
Open Cut Experience tourist attraction and request that Council continue to assist the 
Association in relation to these matters.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Peak Hill Advancement Association   
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8.3 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association - Skateboard Area   

 
Executive Summary 

The Peak Hill Advancement Association has requested that Council investigate the feasibility of 
constructing a skateboard facility in Peak Hill.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The costs of such a facility would need to be covered by grant funding (if available) and Town 
Improvement Funding.  

Recommendation 

1. That the proposed Action Group meet with relevant Council Officers to further discuss the 
proposal.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence - Peak Hill Advancement Association  



Parkes Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda 

  

Page 10 



Parkes Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda 

  

Page 11  

8.4 (ICR) Mr John Cobb MP, Member for Parkes   

 
Executive Summary 

Replying to Council's correspondence requesting that the Federal Government address the need 
for more specific education centres, particularly in regional NSW.  

The Federal Member advises that one of the Coalition election commitments was to establish 
Australian Technical Colleges to address the shortage of skilled tradespersons in Australia.  

Background Information 

Council wrote to the Federal Member in December advising him of the concerns of the Alliance of 
Councils in relation to out-migration of young people seeking tertiary education and the lack of 
skilled tradespersons in rural Australia. The opportunity was also taken to advise the Member of 
the study carried out by the Western Research institute (WRI) on behalf of the Alliance in relation 
to these and other education matters.  

A further letter has now been written to the Member, providing him with a copy of the final report 
by WRI and seeking a meeting with the Federal Minister for Education, The Hon Dr Brendan 
Nelson MP, to discuss the findings.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Mr John Cobb MP, Member for Parkes   
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8.5 (ICR) Clr Ron Page, Mayor, Broken Hill Council - Amalgamation of 
Associations   

 
Executive Summary 

The Mayor of Broken Hill has strongly urged NSW Councils to give serious consideration to 
amalgamating the Shires and Local Government Associations of NSW.  

Background Information 

The Local Government Association of NSW represents and promotes the interests of 
metropolitan (and Country) Councils in NSW.  It has a 25 member Executive Committee with five 
office bearers and 10 members each representing (37) metropolitan and (36) country Councils.  
Twelve local Councils are associate members.  

The Shires Association of NSW represents and promotes the interests of country Councils in 
NSW.  It has an eleven member executive with 5 office bearers and six members representing 78 
local Councils and 11 county Councils.  It has 8 Councils as Associate Members.  

The Shires Association released a draft Discussion paper in December proposing an 
amalgamated Association to represent Local Government in NSW.  The Draft was discussed 
during the February Divisional meetings of the Shires Association.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. For the information of Council.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Mayor of Broken Hill City Council     
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AMALGAMATION NEEDS TO BE EXPLORED  

Mayor Ron Page from Broken Hill City Council has urged NSW Councils to give serious 
consideration to amalgamating the Shires Association and Local Government Association of 
NSW. 

This is likely to increase efficiencies by avoiding duplication and effort.  NSW is behind the other 
States in having dual bodies and its long overdue that we explore an alternative model, said 
Mayor Page. 

Mayor Page s suggested model would include the following parameters: 

A transitional phase where 2 Presidents would preside over a 4 year period.  1 President 
representing the country councils and 1 President representing the city councils. 

One Executive would be formed comprising ten representatives from the city councils and 
ten representatives from the country councils. 

Executive members would be given portfolio s.  For example roads, NRM, transport, 
cultural etc. 

A possible weighting of votes would be acceptable as long as all councils receive at least 
one vote. 

A metro representative could assist country representatives in there division and vice versa 
where appropriate. 

Mayor Page said, This model would encourage a wider understanding of country and metro 
issues and will allow a cross pollination of country and city concepts.

 

By exploring this and other models the opportunity exists to develop a more influential 
Association that will benefit all members.    
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8.6 (ICR) Parkes Apex Street Parade Committee   

 
Executive Summary 

The Apex Street Parade Committee has advised that the festival will be held on Thursday, 
8 December 2005 and seeks Council's endorsement of the date.  

Background Information 

The Apex street parade is a highlight of the annual Christmas festivities within Parkes.  

The application has also been forwarded to the Traffic Committee for comment.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That Council advise the Organising Committee that it endorses the date chosen.  

2. That the organisers be advised that the matter has been referred to the Parkes Traffic 
Committee for comment.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Parkes Apex Street Parade Committee   
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8.7 (ICR) NSW and ACT Masons - Lodge Far West     

 
Executive Summary 

Requesting that Council and the Tullamore Community Consultative Committee endorse a 
suggestion that the new memorial wall at the Tullamore Cemetery be dedicated to Rt. Wor. Bro. 
Leslie Gilbert Mortimer who served the community with distinction.  

Background Information 

As agreed some years ago, the memorial wall was constructed by the Lodge and funded by the 
Council from cemetery funds.   

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That Council support the proposed dedication.   

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from NSW and ACT Masons - Lodge Far West 
(Note:  It appears that only the first page of the Lodge's correspondence to the Tullamore 
Consultative Committee was forwarded to Council).  
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8.8 (ICR) Department of Local Government - Councillors Expenses    

 
Executive Summary 

Replying to Council's request for clarification of information contained in General Circular 04/60 
relating to Councillors Expenses.  

Background Information 

The Department advised in Circular 04/60 that a Council should not include the reimbursement of 
spouse expenses in its policy on Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

 

Council's Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors Policy 

 

Section 252 Local Government Act, 1993  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Minimal implications  

Recommendation 

1. That Council's current policy be reviewed and altered where necessary to reflect the 
Department of Local Government's advice contained in General Circular 04/60 and the 
Departmental letter of 22 February, 2005.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence - Department of Local Government   
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8.9 (ICR) Mr David Nock - Sign Posting of School and Tennis Club Sites   

 
Executive Summary 

Mr Nock suggests that Council identify and sign post the many old school and tennis club sites 
throughout the Shire as a way of preserving their history.  The suggestion is to place the signs in 
the road reserves adjacent to the sites.  

Background Information 

Council's Road Naming Committee now deals with many similar requests in conjunction with the 
Heritage Committee.   

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The costs of implementing the suggestion would need to be ascertained and would involve 
purchasing suitably worded plaques, installation and ongoing maintenance.  

Recommendation 

1. That the suggestion be listed for consideration by the Road Naming Committee at its next 
meeting.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence - David Nock    
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8.10 (ICR) Local Government and Shires Association of NSW - Tsunami 
Appeal   

 
Executive Summary 

The Associations acknowledge that Councils across New South Wales are keen to contribute to 
the rebuilding of communities affected by the Boxing Day earthquake and Tsunami.  The 
Associations acknowledge that they have a role in coordinating interested Councils to assist with 
a long term commitment to the rebuilding process.  

Background Information 

The Local Government and Shires Associations at its joint meeting in February considered a 
number of actions in an attempt to identify how the combined Associations might support New 
South Wales Councils in their efforts to assist with the rebuilding process following the Tsunami.  
The Associations agreed that the role should be one of advice to Councils, referral to relevant aid 
agencies and coordination of whole of state strategies.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence - Local Government Shires Association of NSW   
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8.11 (ICR) Lifeline Central West - Application for Funding   

 
Executive Summary 

Lifeline Central West has written to Council requesting financial assistance for the 2005/06 
financial year.  The service is requesting a one cent levy per fortnight for each resident of the 
Council area.  

Background Information 

Lifeline Central West operates a 24 hour, 7 day per week crisis telephone counselling service 
which is available to all community members in every town in the central and north western areas 
of the state.  The service writes to Council annually requesting financial support and as such 
Council has previously provided an amount in its budget to assist Lifeline Central West in its 
operations.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Council's Management Plan and Revenue Policy 
Section 356 Local Government Act, 1993  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The population of Parkes Shire as used by the Grants Commission in calculating Council's FAGs 
Grant is 15,076.  Using this figure as a basis the amount requested by Lifeline Central West 
equates to $3,919.76.  Council provides an amount of $500.00 in its annual budget for financial 
assistance of the Lifeline Central West Service.  Council has provided this amount in previous 
years and has included an amount of $500.00 in this year's budget.  A contribution above the 
budget amount would necessitate the identification of other budget areas from which to obtain 
the funds.  

Recommendation 

1. For the consideration of Council  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence - Lifeline Central West   
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