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PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL

AGENDA

TUESDAY 15 MARCH 2005

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be
held at the Peak Hill Services Club, Auditorium commencing at 1:30 pm for the
purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack






Ordinary Meeting Agenda
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Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda

1 PRAYER

2 APOLOGIES

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

5 MAYORAL MINUTES

Nil.

6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION

Nil.

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS

Nil.
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Parkes Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda
8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation

Executive Summary
During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for

services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received
congratulatory letters are attached.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Mr Anthony Blake - Comments on the work of Council
2. Correspondence - Narromine Shire Council
3. Correspondence - Parkes High School

Page 2



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda

Rev. Tony Blake
27 Glenburnie Close
Parkes NSW 2870,

Parkes Shire Council.
The Scerctary
Council Chambers
Parkes.

22/02/2005

Dear Sir
I want to start the vear of right by writing to you and cxpressing my gratilude to ali the
membcrs of council for the great work you are doing.

Seems 1o me that you people are all going well beyond what one could rightfully expect
of our clected representatives in making Parkes the best possible place for residents and
their families.

As Tlook at what is happening in our town [ often think how nice it would be if we did

not have so much progress.  Howewver, when I think about wanting my children to have
jobs and wanting a greater varicty of shops in town, [ come back and thank God thai we
have a council thal makes the tough decisions which are ultimately for the benctit of all.

While not being much of an Elvis lover mysell, I appreciate council input into events
such as the annual Elvis festival and the tourism it brings to town.

Ong of the things T really appreciate about Parkes council is the fact that things gel done.
Our town is clean, the roads are well maintained. As one dnives :nto Parkes the
roadsides are mown and the town looks as il people care. It shows that we have a
proaclive council.

1 way recently in Bowral visiting my [amily. My mother tock great delight in telling me
what a wealthy council they have down there. She also went on to tell me that nothing
gets done. When one drives through that town if is obvious. Grass is ummnowi along
many roads, overgrown footpaths in places, some of the roads below average.

For my part, [ think we are getting good value for the rates we pay here in Parkes. We
have an accessible council who are working tor the people of Parkes,

1 want to begin the year by thanking vou and commending you [or what you have done,
are doing and with confidenee { say, what you will do with the best interests of Parkes
residents in mind,

Yours Sincercly M
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NARROMINE SHIRE COUNCIL

ABN 99 352 328 405

”’?ﬁmcs (3‘13:131:” . Yalues [lon't"

o

25 February, 2005

Cl Robert Wilson, OAM,
Mayor,

Parkes Shire Council,

PO Box 337,

PARKES. NSW 2870

Dear Robert,

I am writing to thank you most sincerely for the invitation to attend the Roosters v
Eels rugby league match held in Parkes on Saturday, 19 February, 2005,

The guality of the match was impressive and the generous hospitality extended
to me was very much appreciated. Parkes Shire is very fortunate to have such a
wonderful venue to encourage games of this standard to be held in a regional
area. Of particular note, was the excellent condition of the playing field which is
a credit to those who have the responsibility of maintaining it.

Congratulations on an excellent event and thank you once again for the
opporiunity to attend.

Yours Taithfully,

"

Cr Bob Barnett,
Mayor.

Please address all Correspondence to the General Manager, PO Box 115 Narromine NSW 2821
Telephone: (02) 6889 9999 Facsimile: {02) 6889 9998 Office Address: 124 Dandaloo Street
Email: mail@ narromine.nsw.gov.au Web site: www.narroming.nsw.gov.aL
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PARKES HIGH SCHOOL

2a Albert Sueet,

P.O. Box 219, Parkes, N.S.W. 2870
Phone: (02) 6862 1844

Fax; (02) 6862 546

Email: parkes.h.admin@detnsw.edu.au

Michael Greenwood

Parkes Shire Council

2 Cecile Street

Parkes 2870

7/3/05

Dear Michael

I would like to thank you for your generous donation of medallions for
presentation at the Western Region Special Needs Swimming Carnival
held on Monday 21 February.

We decided to present the medallions to the Age Champions in each
division as weil as our much valued helpers on the day.

Thank you again for your generosity.

Yours sincerely

Karen Leask
Head Teacher Support

C’am'rzg and c[ ecarning jo?ef;uw«
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Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005

Agenda

Certificate of Appreciation
F rom @arl@es High School

This certificate is, awarded to
__5_;-']E’ajﬂke'sf-’S]En’ﬁqﬁ’e: Commetl

I recognition of your suppott to.spécial riceds students at
The Westem Region Swimming Camwa[

W/
:-?feéia%.srcﬁef:s:azazim;- Principal

Febriiary 2005
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8.2 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association

Executive Summary

Conveying the thanks of the Association for the attendance at their January meeting of the
Mayor, the General Manager and Councillors Newton, Hutton, Keith and Scott.

The Association has reinforced the issues raised at the meeting in relation to policing and the

Open Cut Experience tourist attraction and request that Council continue to assist the
Association in relation to these matters.

Background Information
Nil.
Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil.
Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Peak Hill Advancement Association
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PEAK HILL
ADVANCEMENT ASSOCIATION
President: B. Fllioll 72 Euchic Street,
Secretary: Brian Byroe PEAK HILL NSW 2869
Treasurcr: H. Rodda T'el & Fax 02 6869 1472

January 25, 2005

Mr. Alan MeCormack,
General Manager,
Parkes Shite Council,
P.O. Box.337,
PARKES NSW 2870

Dcar Alan,

Our grateful thanks to yourself, Mayor Robert Wilson and Councillors Barbara Newton,
Yvenne Hutton, Ken Keith and Wayne Scott for attending our January 24 regular
meeting,

This community relies heavily on vour Council makin £ many decisions on it’s behalf.,

You saw the concern of this commumity regarding POLICING and their anger at the
CLOSURE OF the Open Cut Experience which is OUR ONLY TOURIST ATTRACTION
and so must rcalise how heartening it was for the (over fifty) people present at the meeting
to see a large attendance of influential people namely the Parkes Shire Council contingent
and State and Federal Government representatives. . - .

The matters discussed are in their infancy. We are confident vou will achieve a successfil
outcome regarding the O.C.E. closure. How could vou lose with the dynamic community
of Peak Hill in your corner. :

We must tmpress on you that there was absolutely no advertiging or promotion for our
regular meeting.  The large attendance of concerned citizens is typical of Peak Fills strong

sensc of community.

Yours faithfully,

BRIAN.BYRNE - Seczetary. -
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8.3 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association - Skateboard Area

Executive Summary

The Peak Hill Advancement Association has requested that Council investigate the feasibility of
constructing a skateboard facility in Peak Hill.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

The costs of such a facility would need to be covered by grant funding (if available) and Town
Improvement Funding.

Recommendation

1.  That the proposed Action Group meet with relevant Council Officers to further discuss the
proposal.

Attachments

1. Correspondence - Peak Hill Advancement Association
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FROM :JILL AND BRIAN BYRNE FAX MNO. :@@Z58591472 Mar. B9 2005 @5:84AM
ST

~

PEAK HILL
ADVANCEMENT ASSOCIATION

President: B. Elliott 72 Euchie Street,
Secretary: B. Byme PEAK HILL NSW 2869
Treasurer: H. Rodda Tel/Fax: 02 6869 1472

March 9, 2005

Mr. Alan McCormack,
General Manager,
Parkes Shire Council,

P.O.Box 337,
PARKES NSW 2870

Dear Alan,
PROPOSED SKATEBOARD AREA - PEAK HILL

Peak Hill has an urgent problem in that youngsters are skateboarding/roller blading
on the main street and Newell Highway.

The dangerous passtime is becoming increasingly popular.

At its February 28 meeting this Association resolved to support the formation of an
achon group, led by Marrie Davison, which will investigate the feasibility of the
project.

The preferred site 18 on the Recreation Ground, Boori Street, between the Memorial
Swimming Pool and the Tennis Courts.

Mayor Wilson advised this Association to seck Councils help regarding costs and
possible prants.

Will Council please approve the project and its location so that further investigation
may proceed.

Yours faithfully,
BRIAN BYRNE - Secre

.
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Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda

8.4 (ICR) Mr John Cobb MP, Member for Parkes

Executive Summary

Replying to Council's correspondence requesting that the Federal Government address the need
for more specific education centres, particularly in regional NSW.

The Federal Member advises that one of the Coalition election commitments was to establish
Australian Technical Colleges to address the shortage of skilled tradespersons in Australia.

Background Information

Council wrote to the Federal Member in December advising him of the concerns of the Alliance of
Councils in relation to out-migration of young people seeking tertiary education and the lack of
skilled tradespersons in rural Australia. The opportunity was also taken to advise the Member of
the study carried out by the Western Research institute (WRI) on behalf of the Alliance in relation
to these and other education matters.

A further letter has now been written to the Member, providing him with a copy of the final report
by WRI and seeking a meeting with the Federal Minister for Education, The Hon Dr Brendan
Nelson MP, to discuss the findings.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil.
Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Mr John Cobb MP, Member for Parkes
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Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005

Agenda

JOA c o B B MIP Parllorant of Ausirnlin Hause of Representatives

NATIONALS FEDERAL MEMBER FOR PARKES

Delivering Real Results!

Ref: eb/jc
24 January 2005

Mr Alan McCormack
General Manager
Parkes Shire Council
PO Box 337

Parkes NSW 2870

Dear Mr McCpfmack

Thank you for your correspondence outlining the need for more
specilic education centres.

As you no doubt are aware one of the Coalition election commitmenis
was Lo establish Auslralian Technical Colleges, io address the
shortage of skilled tradespeople in our country.

These Ausiralian Technical Colleges will provide high quality tuition in
beth academic and vocational cdueation for students in years 11 and
12, They will be located in regions with skills shortages, a large youth
population and a strong industry hase.

What will sct these Colleges apart from most existing schools is that
local industry and commnuily representatives will be taking a leading
role in the governance of each of the Colleges. The Colleges are
commurnity driven in order that they reflect the needs of local industry
and local communitics.”

Students will be trained through a School-based New Apprenticeship
leading to a nationally recognised vocaiional education and training
qualification. At the same time they will also compleie the academic
subjects required for their year 12 cerlificate.

A discussion paper relating to lhe establishment of Australian
Technical Colleges was released on 13 January 2005 hy the Minister
for Vocational and Technical Education, The Hor. Gary Hardgrave,

/2
Dubbo Broken Mill Canberra
3/153 Brisbane Stroet 275 Argent Sireat, PO Box 443 RG 22, Porliament House
Dubbo NSW 2830 Broken Hill NSV 2880 Canberra ACT 2400
Telephone: (02) 6882 0999 Telephone: [08) 8087 7449 Telophone: [02) 6277 4080 Email: John Cebb.MP@aph.gav.cu
Facsimile: {02} 6882 9935 Facsimile: (08) 8087 7605 Focsimile: (02) 6277 B446 TOLE FREE: 1300 301 740
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Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda

A copy of the Australian Technical Colleges Discussion Paper is
available online at: htip: / / www.dest.gov,au/ schoots / technicalcolieges

As was announced prior to the 2004 Election one of these colleges will
be lecated in Dubbao.

I know this is nol in Parkes, Condobolin, Forbes or Grenfell, but as
the colleges grow Lhere may be possibilities of ‘cutreach’ programs into
other lowns if enough students are interested.

There are a number of other initiatives which the Government is
introducing for example the ‘Enterprise Learning In Schools’ program.
The Australian Governmenl arc providing $2 million for this initiative.

I have enclosed a copy of Media Relcases on this project and others for
your interest. More information can be found on the www.dest. gov.an
website.

I agree with you that we need more incentives and programs to
educate and kecp our youth in our 1ural areas.

Yours Sincerely

John Cobb /MP
Federal Mcmbcr/for Parkes
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Patlament House, Canberra ACT 2600

The Hon Gary Hardgrave MP
Minister for Vocationat and Technical Education Telephone: (02) 6277 7280
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister Facsimile: (02) 6273 7330

MEDIA RELEASE
14 January, 2008

$2 MILLION BOOST FOR ENTERPRISE LEARNING IN SCHOOLS

The Australian Government will provide $2 million for a new initiative that will
encourage young Australians to take an enterprising approach to their learning in
secondary school.

“The ‘Enterprise Learming for the 21% Cantury’ initiative will fund innovative projects
ied by businesses, industry, education and community organisations which support
the development of enterprise skills in young peopie,” said Acting Minister for
Education, Science and Training, Gary Hardgrave.

“Under the projects, school students will be given the opportunity to think creatively,
pursue innovation and educational, emptoyment and self-employment oppartunities.”

“The Gaovernment is committed to building an enterprising cutture within Australia
and to foster an environment of innovation excellence. An enterprising young person
possesses the skills, behaviours and attributes conducive to the development of
innovation and helps young Australian’s deai with the complexities of a giobal
economy.”

Enterprise education has been introduced in schacls acrosas the country and fasters
crucial skills and values such as:

+ crealivily, innovation and self-reliance;

= the ability to generate, recognise and seize opportunities;

¢ greater appreciation of the need for lifelong learning; and

+ personal development that will help them to be more adaptabie.

“Enterprising young people can identify and seize opportunities and find solutions to
problems and impartantly have the ability to be examples to others,” Mr Hardgrave
noted.

Advertisements calling for preject propesals will be in this weekend's newspapers.
Priority will be given to enterprise education initiatives that:

* suppert industry and business involvement in enferprising activities at the
local level;

+ support innovative models to develop enterprising communities including
through cross-portfolic approaches;

+ support initiatives to promote entrepreneurial and enterprising skills among
young people; and
* promote best practice in entarprise education in schools.

For further details please check the website: htip://wwys . dest.gov.awschoplsfenterprisefindeax him.

Media Contact:
Mr Hardgrave’s Office: Suzanne Ferguson 0402 896 160
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The Hon Kevin Andrews MP
Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Public Service

Friday 14® January 2005
KA37/C5

MEDIA RELEASE

SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG APPRENTICES

The Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, Kevir: Andrews today called on young
schoo! leavers to consider apprenticeships as a career option.

Mr Andrews said young people who left school at the end of last year or those considering a course
of study should investigate as wide a field of craployment possibilities as they can.

“Apprenticeships is a great way for young people to get on in life. The opportunities are endless
and Australia has a shorfage in almost all trades,

“Vacancies for skilled Trades have risen by about 50% in the last three years and that trend is
continuing.”

Mr Andrews said all areas have skills shortages including engineering, autemotive, chefs, cooks,
construction, electro-technology and hairdressing,

“The skills that warkers in the trades provide are vital for Australia’s exporis and ceenomic growth
and a great career path for young people leaving school.”

Mr Andrews said despite 395 thousand new apprenticeships taken up in the twelve months to June
last year, shortages in trades have become more widespread across Australia and it is petting harder

to fill vacancics,

“8kill shortages are of continuing concern to the Government and Lo industry and offer groat
opportunities for young people in alt areas.”

Mr Andrews said latest figures show that national skill shortages exist for carpenters, bricklayers,
plastets and plumbers as well as cabinetmakers and fumiture upholsterers.

He said the same cxists in the engineering and metal trades with 2 steady increase in vacancies over
the last year.

Mr Andrews said vacancies in automotive trades rose by 6.8% in 2004 and by more than 27 % for
electrical and electronic trades. He said in the hospitality sector national shortages exiat for Chefs
and Cooks while there arc also Australia-wide vacancies for hairdressers.

Information on apprenticeships is available on wwy newapprenticeships. gov.ay or 1800 639 629,

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Russ Street 0417 044712 puss.streetiéndewr.cov.an
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8.5 (ICR) CIr Ron Page, Mayor, Broken Hill Council - Amalgamation of
Associations

Executive Summary

The Mayor of Broken Hill has strongly urged NSW Councils to give serious consideration to
amalgamating the Shires and Local Government Associations of NSW.

Background Information

The Local Government Association of NSW represents and promotes the interests of
metropolitan (and Country) Councils in NSW. It has a 25 member Executive Committee with five
office bearers and 10 members each representing (37) metropolitan and (36) country Councils.
Twelve local Councils are associate members.

The Shires Association of NSW represents and promotes the interests of country Councils in
NSW. It has an eleven member executive with 5 office bearers and six members representing 78
local Councils and 11 county Councils. It has 8 Councils as Associate Members.

The Shires Association released a draft Discussion paper in December proposing an
amalgamated Association to represent Local Government in NSW. The Draft was discussed
during the February Divisional meetings of the Shires Association.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. For the information of Council.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from Mayor of Broken Hill City Council
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AMALGAMATION NEEDS TO BE EXPLORED

Mayor Ron Page from Broken Hill City Council has urged NSW Councils to give serious
consideration to amalgamating the Shires Association and Local Government Association of
NSW.

“This is likely to increase efficiencies by avoiding duplication and effort. NSW is behind the other
States in having dual bodies and its long overdue that we explore an alternative model,” said
Mayor Page.

Mayor Page’s suggested model would include the following parameters:

" A transitional phase where 2 Presidents would preside over a 4 year period. 1 President
representing the country councils and 1 President representing the city councils.

" One Executive would be formed comprising ten representatives from the city councils and
ten representatives from the country councils.

. Executive members would be given portfolio’s. For example roads, NRM, transport,
cultural etc.

. A possible weighting of votes would be acceptable as long as all councils receive at least
one vote.

" A metro representative could assist country representatives in there division and vice versa
where appropriate.

Mayor Page said, “This model would encourage a wider understanding of country and metro
issues and will allow a cross pollination of country and city concepts.”

By exploring this and other models the opportunity exists to develop a more influential
Association that will benefit all members.

z
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8.6 (ICR) Parkes Apex Street Parade Committee

Executive Summary

The Apex Street Parade Committee has advised that the festival will be held on Thursday,
8 December 2005 and seeks Council's endorsement of the date.

Background Information

The Apex street parade is a highlight of the annual Christmas festivities within Parkes.
The application has also been forwarded to the Traffic Committee for comment.
Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation
1.  That Council advise the Organising Committee that it endorses the date chosen.

2.  That the organisers be advised that the matter has been referred to the Parkes Traffic
Committee for comment.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Parkes Apex Street Parade Committee
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2™ February 2005

The Gencral Manager
Parkes Shire Council
PC Box 337

PARKES N5W 2870

Dear Mr McCormack,
RE: 2005 APEX CHRISTMAS STREET PARADE
We write to you today in reference to the annual Christmas strect parade which is

managed by the locul APEX club and held within the festive season each year in Parkes.

We would fike to commence the planning of this year's event and therefore would fike 10
claim a date being, Thursday 8" December 2005.

Al this stage this is all we are asking of council, further negotiations will take place with
your office and in particular Mr Kent Boyd who has becn an asset in assisting us in

previous years,

Should you have any concerns please feel free (o cither contact Miyselfon 6862-1744 or
042% 626 624 or Mr John Carr on 6865-2255 in relation to this matter,

Your s faithfuily

t Parade Commitlee

PO Box 53
PARKES NSW 2870
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8.7 (ICR) NSW and ACT Masons - Lodge Far West

Executive Summary
Requesting that Council and the Tullamore Community Consultative Committee endorse a

suggestion that the new memorial wall at the Tullamore Cemetery be dedicated to Rt. Wor. Bro.
Leslie Gilbert Mortimer who served the community with distinction.

Background Information

As agreed some years ago, the memorial wall was constructed by the Lodge and funded by the
Council from cemetery funds.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1.  That Council support the proposed dedication.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from NSW and ACT Masons - Lodge Far West
(Note: It appears that only the first page of the Lodge's correspondence to the Tullamore
Consultative Committee was forwarded to Council).
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*dn

LODGE FAR WEST

: %
NO. 482 Y
On the Register of the
TUnited Grand Lodge of NSW and ACT

Q\%\

NSW and ACT MASONS
SERVING THE COMMUNITY

The Sccrctary
PO Box 34
Tullamore WSW 2874

23" March 20035

Mr Steven Camphbell

Direcior of Planning and Environment
Parkes Shire Council

PO Box 337

Parkes NSW 2870

Dear Steve
Re: Dedication of Memorial Wall

We have cnelosed a letter that we have sent to the Tullamore and District Community
Consuitative Commitiee.

We would be pleasced if you would alse favourably consider our roquest to dedicate
the Memotial Wall to the memory of Rt Wor Bro L. G Mortimer who served the
cormmunity with distinction.

Thank you

Yours faithfully
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LODGE FAR WEST

NO. 482

On the Register of the
United Grand Lodge of NSW and ACT

P
%,

NSW and ACT MASONS
SERVING THE COMMUNTITY

The Secretary
MO Box 34
Tullamore NSW 2874

23" March 2005

The Scerctary

Tullamore & District Community Consuliative Commillee
“Devondale™

Tullamore NSW 2874

Dear Pam
Re: Dedication of Memorial Wall

At our last lodge mecting it was discussed and unanimously supparted that we
recommend fo your commitiee and to Parkes Shire Couneil that we dedicate the new
Memorial Wall at the Tullamore Cemetery to Rt Wor Bro Leslie Gilbert Mortimer
who served the community with distinction.

Listed arc some of the interesting community achievements Les made in his life.

As a mason we were very proud of Les Mortimer as he was very active and
supporied many lodges. He advanced to Grand Warden (next step is “Grand
Master of The United Grand Lodge of NSW and ACT™) He was requested by
the Grand Master on many occasions to represent him when he was unable to
attend.

In the community he was:

Councillor for T.achlan Shire for many years.

President of Organising Committee for building the Tullamore Memorial Hall.
President of the Tullamore Central Schoo! P&C during the building of the
amenities building, now used for the office. He used his own equipment to
level owt the ground. :

Assisted the clearing of the ground for Tullamore Hospital

Building committee member for the St John’s Anglican Church and served as
a lay preacher

Foundation member of the Tullamore Bowling Club

Patron of the Tullamore PA & H association
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8.8 (ICR) Department of Local Government - Councillors Expenses

Executive Summary

Replying to Council's request for clarification of information contained in General Circular 04/60
relating to Councillors Expenses.

Background Information

The Department advised in Circular 04/60 that a Council should not include the reimbursement of
spouse expenses in its policy on Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Council's Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors Policy
Section 252 Local Government Act, 1993

Budget & Financial Aspects

Minimal implications

Recommendation
1. That Council's current policy be reviewed and altered where necessary to reflect the

Department of Local Government's advice contained in General Circular 04/60 and the
Departmental letter of 22 February, 2005.

Attachments

1. Correspondence - Department of Local Government
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dig

FF: 05/0030

Departmeant of Local Government OUR REFERENCE DTS: AJ4953
5 O'Keefe Avenue NOWRA NSW 2541 YOUR REFERENCE AMc
Locked Bag 3015 NOWRA NSW 2541 CONTACT Aline Lesliz
{02 4428 4322

Mr Alan McCormack
General Manager
Parkes Shire Council
PO Box 337
PARKES N3W 2870

Dear Mr McCormack

| refer to your letier dated 18 January 2005 in response to the Circular to Counciis
04/60 in relation to councils expenses and facilities policies under section 252 of
the Local Government Act 1993.

Section 252 refers to the payment of expenses incurred by, and the provision of
facilities to, councillors in relation to discharging the functions of their office. The
intent of section 252 is to ensure that a council is publicly accountable for the use
of ratepayer funds for individual benefit, but where the benefit falrly relates to
expenses incurred and the provision of facilities in cairying out public duties.

The mere fact a person is a councillor's spouse or partner does not of itself fulfil a
civic function and payment of expenses in relation to spouses cr partners cannot
reasonably be seen as ariging from the actual “discharge” of civic functions, as
required by section 252 of the Act.

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has touched on this issue in the
context of determining the maximum annua!l fees payable to councillors and
mayors. The Tribunal considered that election to local government was still
regarded as a partly voluntary service to the community, but also that the annuzl
fee was intended to recompense for expenses arising as a result of hoiding office.

| trust this makes the matter plain.

Yours sincerely

Director General

102 4428 41005 02 4428 4199 v (02 4428 4208 .
& digedig.nsw.gov.au n waaaedly nsw.gov.au ser 99 567 863 195

Page 24



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 March 2005 Agenda

8.9 (ICR) Mr David Nock - Sign Posting of School and Tennis Club Sites

Executive Summary
Mr Nock suggests that Council identify and sign post the many old school and tennis club sites

throughout the Shire as a way of preserving their history. The suggestion is to place the signs in
the road reserves adjacent to the sites.

Background Information

Council's Road Naming Committee now deals with many similar requests in conjunction with the
Heritage Committee.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

The costs of implementing the suggestion would need to be ascertained and would involve
purchasing suitably worded plaques, installation and ongoing maintenance.

Recommendation

1.  That the suggestion be listed for consideration by the Road Naming Committee at its next
meeting.

Attachments

1. Correspondence - David Nock
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8.10 (ICR) Local Government and Shires Association of NSW - Tsunami
Appeal

Executive Summary
The Associations acknowledge that Councils across New South Wales are keen to contribute to
the rebuilding of communities affected by the Boxing Day earthquake and Tsunami. The

Associations acknowledge that they have a role in coordinating interested Councils to assist with
a long term commitment to the rebuilding process.

Background Information

The Local Government and Shires Associations at its joint meeting in February considered a
number of actions in an attempt to identify how the combined Associations might support New
South Wales Councils in their efforts to assist with the rebuilding process following the Tsunami.
The Associations agreed that the role should be one of advice to Councils, referral to relevant aid
agencies and coordination of whole of state strategies.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Correspondence - Local Government Shires Association of NSW
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Local Government
Association of NSW

Shires Association of NSW

Our ref: ROS/005.85 Out-11950
16 Februyary 2005

Cr Robert Wilson OAM
Mayor of Parkes

Parkes Shire Council
PO Box 337

PARKES NSW 2870

Dear Cr Wilson
A proposed NSW Local Government response to the earthgquake and Tsunami in Sonth East Asia

The South East Asian Tsunami and earthquake was a natural disaster of unprecedented proportions. Tts impacl on
50 many people and cormmunitics has seen an ineredible oufpouring of care and concem from Australians.
Councils across NSW have taken leadership cxpressing their sympathies and many bave made public
commitments to 1d{,r|hfy‘mg ways of providing practical support to rebulldmg the communities in the ailcctled
arcas. .

Some councils have strong links to communitics in these areas and are alfeacly working actively pfovidi.ng
assistance. The cfforts of thesc councils arc commended. However, there are other counclls that are keen to
provide support and have sought advice and direction’ from ihe Assoualwnb :

Both the Local (‘mvemmmt Association and the Shires Association, at their meetings in early February, adopted a
number of actions to begin identifying how the Associations might support NSW councils in their efforts to assist
in this rebuilding process. ‘Ihere is general agreement that the Associations’ role should be one of advice 1o
member councils, referral to relevant aid agcncles and non govcrnmcnt ageneics, and coordination m" whole of
state strulegies. .

The following guiding principles were recognised:

*  Local Government efforts in NSW should focus on a Icng te:rm approach to lhe reconbtruc,hon ‘of public
infrastructure and the provision of essential public services.
+  Contributions, financial or in-kind, made by councils are best focussed on assistance that reflects the cxpcﬂm,
. and skills withiu Loecal Government in NSW. This highlights the importance of comncils contributing
_ dssistance thal is unique and adds value, .md does not dupllcate the work of other levels of governrment, the -
private sector or non-government organisations.
= Contributions from councils should be targeted at the mtrastmcture and public service needs identified by the
affected communities.
Assistance from councils should be made available to all areas affected by the earthquake and tsLu:lami‘
The work of the LGS A should suppaort the work of couneils and regional organisations of councils.

There may be instances where councils scck assistance from the LGSA with their adopted projects or may want to
recommend additional projects that could be supported by other councils. Where these prOJects are in keepmg
W‘lﬂ:‘l. the agrecd principles, the Associations may be able to provide assisiance and wpport

Bolh Associations agreed that a T.ocal Government Asian Tsunarmi IniTas‘LTLLcture Redevelopment Strategy needed
to be developed. In gencral torms, it was agreed that 4 strategy should examine:

GPO Box Y003 Sydney NSWY 2001

L8, 28 Margaret St Sydnay NSW 2000
Tal: {02) 8242 4000 = Fax: (02} 9242 4117
wiwwlgse.org.au + |gsa@igse.org.au
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» The coordination required (0 suceessfully channel relevant NSW council staff assisting with infrastructure
redevelopment projects

* llow couneils could assist in the facijlitation of communily-to-community relationships between their local
areas and communities in affected areas '

«  The linkages required with other key stakeholders (such as Australian Council for International Development
- ACFID. AusAlD, RedR, relevant overscas local govermment organisations) to ensure the effective
channelling of assistance provided by NSW councils to the affected areas

*  The resource requirements Lo initiate the above.

There was significant discussion as o whether it was appropriate for the Associations o establish an
Infrastructure Fund. This option will not be explored. However, as some councils have sought advice as to how
they should allocate collected monies, a list of appropriate agencies, committed to long term projects that focus on
the redevelopment of public nlrastructure and essential projects, will be developed.

We are currently establishing a joint working group to oversee ihe management of the Strategy. It is cnvisaged a
draft Strategy will be tabled at the next Executive meetings in April.

A number of immmediate actions have been identified by the Executives, including:

* To write ta the Premier and the Prime Minister, expressing an interest in looking al ways local government
could be involved In a co-operative approach to the reconstruciion phase.

= At the next ALGA board meeting, 23 February 2005, it will be recommended that a formal structure be
established botween the ALGA and the siale associations to ensure consultation and discussion on issues
relevant (o local government involvement in the reconstruction phase.

* Tomake contact with ACFID to identify how councils and the LGSA could work in a co-operative manner.

‘We recognise thal councils are keen to provide assistance as soon as possible. However, as we have had requests
for advice from councils across NSW vou will appreciate that it is essential Local Govermnment cfforts are
coordinated o ensure we are not duplicating the work of other agencies and organisations. The development of
this Strategy involves some initial investigative work to ensure our contributions add value, provide services and
resources unique to Local Government and have the potential of building long term community-to-community
relationships.

We will endeavour Lo keep councils informed of our progress on the immediate actions, mentioned above, through
the weekly circular. Once a draft strategy has been developed we will again be making contact with individual
councils.

‘We strongly believe that many councils across NSW arc keen 1o contribute to the rebuilding of communities
affected by the Boxing Day earthquake and tsunami and thai the Associations have a role to provide support
where possible. We commend the efforts made to date by councils and we look forward to finding a coordinated
approach to working with councils interested in a long term commitment to assisting in the long term rebuilding
Process.

Yours sincerely

Cr Genia McCalTery Cr Phyliis Miller

Tresident President

Local Government Association of NSW Shires dssociation of NSW
2
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8.11 (ICR) Lifeline Central West - Application for Funding

Executive Summary

Lifeline Central West has written to Council requesting financial assistance for the 2005/06
financial year. The service is requesting a one cent levy per fortnight for each resident of the
Council area.

Background Information

Lifeline Central West operates a 24 hour, 7 day per week crisis telephone counselling service
which is available to all community members in every town in the central and north western areas
of the state. The service writes to Council annually requesting financial support and as such
Council has previously provided an amount in its budget to assist Lifeline Central West in its
operations.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Council's Management Plan and Revenue Policy
Section 356 Local Government Act, 1993

Budget & Financial Aspects

The population of Parkes Shire as used by the Grants Commission in calculating Council's FAGs
Grant is 15,076. Using this figure as a basis the amount requested by Lifeline Central West
equates to $3,919.76. Council provides an amount of $500.00 in its annual budget for financial
assistance of the Lifeline Central West Service. Council has provided this amount in previous
years and has included an amount of $500.00 in this year's budget. A contribution above the
budget amount would necessitate the identification of other budget areas from which to obtain
the funds.

Recommendation

1. For the consideration of Council

Attachments

1. Correspondence - Lifeline Central West
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Application for Financial Assistance

2005 - 2006

Lifeline Central West provides:

Fully trained and accredited telephone counsellors.

24-hour 7-day per week counselling service available to every
member of your community.

24-hour 7 day per week back-up service to local community,
mental health teams, support groups, etc.

Referral database, nation wide, referring clients for

crisis accommaodation
domestic violence
marriage counseliing

relationship problems

children at risk
financial counselling
gambling counselling
suicide prevention & Intervention
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ABN: 95 253 717 635

Established Since
1986

Telephone
Counselling Centres:

Baihurst
Tubka
Lithgaw
Crange

Barvices Provided:

24 Hour Crisis,
Genersd & Referral
Helpling
131114

Reagisterad Tralning
COrganlaation

Financial Counsalling

Gambling Counseliing

Just Ask Rusal itental
Health [nformation
Semnvice
1300 13 11 14

Translating and
Interpreting Service
13 14 50

Supzoried by
Bat-urst Broadcasters
M Watlarmn Area
Health Service
oeCS western area
BEalhursl Sy Cooacil
Arangz Ciky Soencil
Counlry E argy

131114
crisis line proudly
sponsored by

PQ Box 782 Bathurst NSW 2795 T:{02) 6331 7344: F: (02) 6332 3457: E: lifaline_centralwest@higpond.com

wime Central West Inc.

1 March 2005

The General Manager
Mr, A, McCormack

Parkes Shire Council
PO Box 337

Parkes NSW 2870
Dear Sir,

Application for Financial Assistance 2005 - 2006

We hereby submit our application for Financial Assistance for the peried 2005-2006.
Your generous support in previous years has been very much appreciated. Asa guide
of your support fo Lifeline Central West we believe that for ali the following details,
4 1 cent levy per fortnight for each resident of your Counncil arca would ensure
Lifeline Central West continues to provide ils service to your town.

According to statisties, Lifeline Central West tock 451 calls in January 2005,
However, there were 11,088 calls that went unanswered in Jamuary alone, depicting
the great need to provide adequate assistance to our community. Lifeline Central
West is operated by 104 volunteers from Warren to Blackheath providing support 24
hours a day 365 days a year. Volunteers travel long distances to cach of our centres in
Dubbo, Orange, Bathurst and Lithgow,

Lifeline Central West is a 24-hour, 7 days per week crisis telephone
counselling service available to all community members in every town
in the Central and North West areas of the state. '

Centra. West Zea't: and Community Ageicies current’y.rely on Lifeline for support
in the evenings and weekends and Lifeline Central West currently hélps to underpin
the health services and family support services throughout central westcrn areas, as
most other services operate during business hours only. Emergencies, domestic
violence, suicide interveniion and family and relationship issues frequently take place
outside these hours. .

Many of your community based Mental Health Teams, Psychiatrists, Psychol ogists,
hospitals and medical centres utilise our service as the 'after howrs' contact number for
their clients. A significant increase in mental health within the community has added
an extra burden on our counsellors. We also handle many calls from lonely and
solated rural people.

Lifeline Central West Savey Lives Everyday
cd2
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