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PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL

AGENDA

TUESDAY 19 APRIL 2005

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be
held at the Council Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at
1:30 pm for the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack
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5 MAYORAL MINUTES
5.1 Mayoral Minute - Visit by Governor of NSW

Executive Summary

The Governor of NSW, Her Excellency Marie Bashir, accompanied by Sir Nicholas Shehadie, will
officially open the Parkes Show on 30 August 2005.

Background Information

The Governor will arrive at 10.15 am and depart at 4.45 pm. The program for the day is yet to be
finalised.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil.
Recommendation

1. That the information be noted.

Attachments

Nil.
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5.2 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended

Executive Summary

A report on the functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation to
community events or civic matters.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

That the report of recent functions attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received
and noted.

Report

Date Function

Saturday Local Government Touch Football Carnival Presentation

26 February 2005 (Mayor R Wilson)

Monday Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting

28 February 2005 (Mayor R Wilson)

Tuesday Official Opening of Westlime Road

1 March 2005 (Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)

Tuesday Meeting with Northparkes Mines Representatives

1 March 2005 (Mayor R Wilson, General Manager and Director of
Infrastructure)

Friday Meeting in Sydney with Minister for Health

4 March 2005 (Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)

Friday NSW Grants Commission Workshop

4 March 2005 (Councillors and Senior Staff)

Monday Presentation to Pam Bell of Woman of Electorate Award

7 March 2005 (Mayor R Wilson)
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Ordinary Meeting - 19 April 2005

Date

Friday
11 March 2005

Sunday
13 March 2005

Monday
14 March 2005

Wednesday
16 March 2005

Thursday
17 March 2005

Wednesday
23 March 2005
Wednesday
23 March 2005

Saturday
26 March 2005

Monday
28 March 2005

Tuesday
29 March 2005

Wednesday
30 March 2005

Friday
1 April 2005

Saturday
2 April 2005

Monday
4 April 2005

Thursday
7 April 2005

Thursday
7 April 2005

Function

Opening of Tullamore Memorial Park Irrigation System
(Mayor R Wilson and Senior Staff)

Official Opening of Parkes Little Athletics Carnival
(Mayor R Wilson)

Launch of Seniors Week
(Councillor B Laing)

Parkes TAFE Annual Graduation Ceremony
(Councillor J Magill)

Seniors Week ' Morning of Memories'
(Mayor R Wilson)

Welcome to Birth to Kindergarten Western Region Open
Forum
(Mayor R Wilson)

Meeting with Training Providers and Education Providers
(Mayor R Wilson and Senior Staff)

Tullamore Irish Festival
(Councillors J Magill, B Newton and G Pratt)

Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting
(Mayor R Wilson)

Dawn Fardell MP's Mayors' and General Managers'
Breakfast
(General Manager)

Meeting with Margaret MacDonald-Hill from Mining Related
Councils
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)

Quota Club of Parkes International Night
(Councillor K Keith and Mrs Keith)

Official Opening of Parkes Guide Hall
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)

Road Safety Strategic Plan Survey
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)

Meeting with Minister for Energy and Utilities
(Mayor R Wilson, General Manager and Director of
Infrastructure)

Country Energy Awards Presentation Evening for the
Forbes Heritage Festival 2005
(Councillor Y Hutton and Mr Hutton)
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Date Function

Monday Function at Woolworths for Ricky Ponting

11 April 2005 (Councillor K Keith)

Thursday Western Research Institute Annual Regional Dinner
14 April 2005 (Economic Development Manager)
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Ordinary Meeting - 19 April 2005 Agenda

5.3 Mayoral Minute - Coming Known Events

Executive Summary

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or Senior
Staff in relation to community events or civic matters

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received and

noted.

Report

Date

Monday
18 April 2005

Saturday
23 April 2005

Monday
25 April 2005

Wednesday
27 April 2005

Wednesday
27 April 2005

Wednesday
27 April 2005

Function

Police Accountability Community Teams (PACT) Meeting
(Mayor R Wilson)

Anzac Mass at Catholic Church, Parkes
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)

ANZAC DAY ACTIVITIES

Peak Hill Dawn Service

(Mayor R Wilson)

Parkes Civic Commemoration in Cooke Park
(Mayor R Wilson and General Manager)

Middleton School Assembly - Donation of Australian Flag
(Mayor R Wilson and Economic Development Manager)

Meeting with Northparkes Mine Representatives
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillor Laing and Economic Development Manager)

Alliance Meeting
(Councillor K Keith and General Manager)
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Date Function

Friday Anglican Debutante Ball

6 May 2005 (Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)

Saturday Reach Out to Our Youth Event at Parkes PCYC

7 May 2005 (Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)

Saturday Lachlan Regional Transport Committee Meeting

14 May 2005 (Councillor J Magill)

Saturday Parkes Floral Art Group 25th Annual Floral Fair

14 May 2005 (Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION

Nil.

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS

Nil.
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8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation

Executive Summary
During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for

services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received
congratulatory letters are attached.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Mrs Pamela Bell
2. Victorian Youth Brass Band
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8.2 (ICR) Central NSW Tourism - Newsletter

Executive Summary

Providing a report on the recent activities of Central NSW Tourism.

Background Information

Central NSW Tourism is the Regional Tourism Organisation (RTO) for the region of Central NSW
and is an umbrella organisation, facilitating cooperative action between the many stake holders
and operators in its area.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from Central NSW Tourism
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8.3 (ICR) Australian Local Government Association - Federal Budget
Submission

Executive Summary

Providing a copy of the ALGA's submission to the Federal Government relating to issues
affecting Local Government for consideration in its 2005/06 Budget.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Australian Local Government Association
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8.4 (ICR) Department of Local Government Circular - Legal Assistance

Executive Summary

The Department of Local Government has issued Circular 05/08 - Legal Assistance for
Councillors and Council employees.

Background Information

As on adjunct to the advice contained in previous Circulars, in 2003 Council obtained Insurance
coverage for certain aspects of legal costs of Councillors and Council employees arising out of
their Local Government duties.

This policy is now annually renewed with Council's other classes of insurance. It does not cover
wilful breaches of the Act or Regulations.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Section 731 Local Government Act, 1993
Insurance Policy

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil
Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Department of Local Government Circular
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LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR COUNCILLORS AND COUNCIL

EMPLOYEES

This Circular is A mreissug of Girgular Ma 8460 ard Cincular Ko OO0Z2. It
conteins the Departments views or varcus piovislons of the Local Governmait
Aot that relata ta fho giving of indcmnities for lzgal costs of coancillors and
cauhsil aImplaycos,

1.

[

A coaenzil may diskurse money only if the disburaetnent is authorised by
the Lorcal Gavernment Acl T8RS, either expressly or becpuase it is
csupplemental or incdertal to or consequential apon the exercisa af its
functians.

lh the partcular crormstances oullingd below, a coungil may thevefars
indernnif orreimburse the reasonahle egal expenses of:

(8" a councillor defending an action arieing from the performance in
good faith of a function under the Local Sovernmeant Aot fsecton
31 refers): o

.{I:n} a councillor clefending an acticn in defamaticn pravided the

slataments complainec ot warg mada In goad taith in tha Shlrsa
of axarcising a function uncear tha Act or

(i 4 o©counciller for proceedings before the Local Gowvernment
Fecuntary Infzrest and Disciplinary Triunel or an inveatigative
body provided the euaject of the procasdings ariees fram tha
pEMCMMancs n goad falth of a funchion under tha Aot and the
Tribunal or lowvesligatbya bedy makes & firding substantially
favauiable b e councllorn.

Lega' expenses incurred in relation to proceedings ansing aut of the
perpnmance by a councillor of hiz or har functions under tha Act shauld
be distinguished Irom espentas Incurigd v omlaticn @ pracesdings
arising rma-=y from somelkirg thal 2 councillar has done dusing his ar
her termein cffee. An examples of the [alter is expenses anslhg from an
investigatlon a3 to whether a courcillor acted corupily by using
knowdadgs of a propoged tezoning for private gain.  Thiz latter type of
expenss showld nat form part of & policy adopled under section 252 of
the Act,

Lesarbrent of Lozal Covesarren
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2
4. A council may lawkilly oblan insuranco covsr againsi the risk of having
to mest the costs of ar to reimburse B counciller provided that tha costs
or reimbursements are ones yhal the council is authoiscrd to mest,

5. A council may not meet the costs of an action in defamation taken by a
councilior or council employes a5 plainkdf in any circumsiances,

B. A counal may not meet ihe costs of a8 counciller or council employee
seeking adwice in respoct of possible defamation, or in sseking 8 non-
litiginus rmmody for possible defamatian,

Where doubt arises in reladion 1o any of these points, the councgil should saek its
own [zgal advice.

il
2/

Garry Paynag
Dlrector General
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8.5 (ICR) Tullamore Irish Festival Media Release

Executive Summary

Providing a Media Release on the success of the 2005 Tullamore Irish Festival.

Background Information

2005 was the second year of staging the event. The event is growing in recognition and
popularity and provides valuable economic benefits to the Tullamore community. Congratulatory
letters have been forwarded to the organisers.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Correspondence Tullamore Irish Festival
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Press Release

29th March 2005

Easter Saturday
26" March 2005

Tullamore Irish Festival has established itself as a permanent fixture on the Australian
festival Calender. With numbers increasing by thirty percent over last year, shows that the
Festival could grow despite the fact it was Easter, and thereby competing with numerous other
events held over this period.

Seventeen hundred people attended, even though all the experts believed the crowd
looked to be over two thousand, They enjoyed the Street parade, which started at the Park and
ended up at the Showground. The pipe bands of the NSW Irish and Condobolin entertained the
queues while they were waiting to enter. The Official opening was performed by our Local
Member for Dubbo Dawn Fardell, who gave tribute to the work by the Irish Festival Committee
and to the wealth of volunteers that have assisted in the running of the festival.

The Handpicked band lead the entertainment, supported by Maria Forde, and of course
Claddagh. During the afternoon Charmaine Irish Dancers gave many routines in the River dance
style of Irish dancing, with the NSW Irish Pipe band entertaining the crowd, finishing off with the
drummers salute.

The now famous Tullamore Irish Cup run over 357 and a half yards, was run at 3.15 pm.
In the first race, the first placegetter and winner of the Tullamore Irish cup for Fillies and Mares
was Katie Squires riding CRT, coming away with $200.00, Murphies Law second winning
$100.00 with Jockey Anna Paul and Celtic Warrior ridden by Kirrally Quade coming in third
taking away $50.00.

The Stallions & Colts raced at 3.30 pm for the Tullamore Irish Cup, over the same
distance, the winner winning by three lengths was Celtic Warrior, Tim Ashwood the jockey taking
away $200.00, followed by Scot Baker on Irish Kiss for $100.00 closely followed by Kimble Paul
on Murphey’s Law paying $50.00.

The festival proved to be a fun, friendly, family festival, with parents being able to relax
knowing that their children were fully occupied with the activities within Kids Corner, such as the
Jumping Castle, Giant Slide and being left in the capable hands of our Kids corner director, story

teller, Mel.
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There were 28 different stalls within the festival area , with plenty of variety to choose
from.

The evening entertainment was started by Claddagh, keeping the entertainment going till
around 8.30 pm, and that’s when the Handpicked Band took over and rounded off the evening.

The crowd finally left with dusty children, their seats, and many fine memories of a great day and
night.

Co coordinator

Robert Edwards

“Lagonda”

Tullamore

NSW 2874

Ph. 02 6893 7229 Fax 02 6893 7259
Email robedd@bigpond.com

www.tullamoreinc.com.au/irishfestival.phgd
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8.6 (ICR) Roads & Traffic Authority - Roadside Toilet - Bogan Gate

Executive Summary

Responding to Council's request on behalf of the Bogan Gate community for the provision of an
enviro-friendly roadside toilet in Bogan Gate for use by the travelling public.

Background Information

The Bogan Gate Community Association made representations to Council late last year for the
provision of a toilet adjacent to the bus/rest shelter in Bogan Gate. The Association advised that
a demonstrable case existed for the facility in terms of public comfort and tourism benefit.
Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1.  That the information be received and noted.
2. That the Association be advised of the outcome of their request.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from RTA
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8.7 (ICR) David Campbell MP, Minister for Regional Development - Skills
Shortages

Executive Summary
The Minister has provided a copy of correspondence received following representations made to

the Minister for Education and Training in relation to skills shortages in Parkes Shire. He has
also commented on the matters raised as they relate to his Department.

Background Information

Council has actively sought to address the shortage of critical trade skills within the Shire and
surrounding areas and has made representations where possible to seek a solution to the
problem. The process has also included a review of Higher Education provision in the area.
Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Minister for Education and Training
2.  Correspondence from Minister for Regional Development
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8.8 (ICR) State Electoral Office - Shires Association NSW Election of
Executive

Executive Summary
Advising that the State Electoral Office will be the Returning Officer for the Election of the

Executive Council for the Shires Association of NSW and providing nomination papers and
information for Councillors.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from State Electoral Office
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8.9 (ICR) Department of Infrastructure, Planning & Natural Resources -
Population Projection for Parkes Shire

Executive Summary

The Department has responded to Council's concerns over the inaccuracy of recently released
population projections for Parkes Shire.

Background Information

In February 2005, the Department released figures that predicted that between 2001 and 2031,
the population of Parkes would decrease by up to 9% (or 420 people). Council has made
representations to the Minister, advising him of recent economic, industrial and retail
developments as well as the predicted benefits to flow from Parkes' involvement in the mooted
into State Rail developments via the Transport Hub concept.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That further information be provided to the Department as requested to highlight the
potential population increases anticipated by Council.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources
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8.10 (ICR) Age of Fishes Museum - Loan of Exhibitions

Executive Summary

The Age of Fishes Museum situated in Canowindra, has responded to enquiries relating to the
permanent display of a small exhibition from their collection in the new Parkes Museum.

Background Information

The Age of Fishes Museum was established in 1998 to house and display the fossil collection
discovered by Dr Alex Ritchie in 1993. The fossil excavation at that time yielded 70 tonnes of
rock containing over 3,000 fish specimens from the Devonian period or "The Age of Fishes". The
Museum was established as a learning centre and to recognise the Central West area as a focal
point for the extensive fossil bed dating from 360 million years ago.

Council and the Historical Society have held discussions with the Museum about mutual
promotion and exhibition displays.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil
Budget & Financial Aspects

Not known at this stage

Recommendation

1. That staff continue to liaise with the Age of Fishes Museum toward establishing a mutually
beneficial Alliance between the two Museums.

Attachments

1. Correspondence Age of Fishes Museum
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8.11 (ICR) Peak Hill Advancement Association - Doctors Residence Rental

Executive Summary

The Association has requested that Council provide funds from the Peak Hill Town Improvement
Vote to meet the annual cost of the rental for the Peak Hill Doctors Residence.

Background Information

The Peak Hill Doctors Residence was provided by a funding arrangement with the Frazer Court
Committee. The rental is set by the Frazer Court Committee and has remained unchanged at
$120.00 per week since the initial occupancy. In accordance with the agreement, the community
is to pay $80.00 and the Doctor $40.00 per week towards the rental.

The Advancement Association is requesting the release of $4,160.00 (52 x $80.00) from the
Peak Hill Town Improvement Vote for the current financial year.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil
Budget & Financial Aspects

Funds are available in the current year's allocation for the purpose.

Recommendation
1.  That an amount of $4,160.00 be released from the Peak Hill Town Improvement Vote for

the current year to cover the community's obligation to the rental of the Peak Hill Doctors
Residence.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Peak Hill Advancement Association
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8.12 (ICR) Parkes Life Education Committee - Use of Cooke Park Seniors
Centre

Executive Summary

Advising that the Committee will hold a doorknock on 31 July 2005, and request the use of the
Seniors Centre in Cooke Park as their coordination point.

Background Information

The Parkes Life Education Committee annually holds a doorknock as a major fundraiser for the
organisation. Changes to the Charitable Collections Act has removed the necessity for Councils
to authorise or approve the conduct of the doorknock. However, Council's Ranger and the
Parkes Police will be advised to assist if any enquiries are received from residents during the
course of the doorknock. The Seniors Centre is operated by a Committee and their approval
should be sought for the use of the Centre.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That Council raise no objection to the use of the Seniors Centre as the coordination point
for the Life Education doorknock to be held on 31 July 2005.

2.  That the coordinators be asked to seek permission for the use of the Centre from the
Centre's Management Committee.

3. That the coordinators be advised to inform the Parkes Police of the intention to conduct the
doorknock on 31 July 2005.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from Parkes Life Education Committee
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8.13 (ICR) Tullamore Inc - Pola Park Redevelopment

Executive Summary

The Pola Park Redevelopment Committee (under the auspices of Tullamore Inc) has requested
the release of $5,000.00 from funds received for improvements to Pola Park to permit a Design
Brief to be professionally prepared.

Background Information

The Tullamore Community formed a committee in 2004 to oversee the lodgement of a
submission to the State Government for the provision of a substantive recreational facility at Pola
Park.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Nil
Budget & Financial Aspects

Long Term Plans - $4,000.00 for future development of Pola Park - 2004/05.

Recommendation

1.  That Council determine if the use of the funds contained in the long term plans for future
development of Pola Park for the purposes requested, is consistent with Council's strategy
for the area.

Report

The Pola Park amenities shed was destroyed during a severe storm in October 2003. Due to the
deteriorated condition of the amenities shed, the insurance claim provided only $3,000.00
towards the estimated repair bill of $25,000.00. A report to Council on 3 February 2004, advised
of the shortfall and informed Council that a submission would be made to the Department of
Tourism, Sport and Recreation for the provision of updated amenities at Pola Park.

Two grants were subsequently received, one from the Premiers Department as one off approval
for the replacement of the amenities block totalling $15,910.00 and one from the Department of
Sport and Recreation of $5,000.00 for the same purpose.

The total cost to reinstate the amenities block amounted to $20,115.00, providing an excess of
grant funds of $3,795.00.

In its 2004/05 budget Council made the amount up to $4,000.00 and placed this figure in a
reserve for the future development of Pola Park.

Some confusion existed at the time as to the purpose of the grants received but Council
documentation indicates that both grants were for the reinstatement of the Pola Park amenities
block.
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Attachments

1.  Correspondence from Pola Park Redevelopment Committee
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8.14 (ICR) Rotary Club of Parkes - Request for Permanent Display in Library

Executive Summary

The Rotary Club of Parkes has requested that a permanent display of Rotary memorabilia be
placed in the Parkes Shire Library.

Background Information

The Rotary Club of Parkes conducted a display in the Library during its recent centenary
celebrations. The Club has been encouraged by the success of the display and has asked that a
display case be permanently housed in the Library.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Insurance implications.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1.  Thatthe request of the Rotary Club of Parkes to house a display case in the Parkes Library
on a permanent basis not be acceded to.

Report
The Manager of Library Services advises that space is currently at a premium in the Library and

also has concerns relating to the precedence that the granting of this request may create in view
of the number of other Service Clubs within the town.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence - Rotary Club of Parkes
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8.15 (ICR) Parkes and District landcare Steering Committee - Application to
Use Coventry Room at Concessional Rate

Executive Summary
The Parkes and District Landcare Steering Committee (Landcare) requests the use of the

Coventry Room from Thursday afternoon, 28 July 2005 to Saturday, 30 July 2005 to stage their
inaugural art show as a fundraiser for environmental projects in their Landcare area.

Background Information

The Coventry Room is booked regularly for art shows and exhibitions. Council resolved in
November 2003 that all applicants be charged the scheduled fee with Council retaining the
discretion to make a financial contribution to the organisers following an application and due
consideration.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Revenue Policy.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Loss of income for hire of Coventry Room.

Recommendation
1.  That approval be granted for the use of the Coventry Room as requested.

2. That Council determine the level of concession, if any, in relation to the application for
reduced fees.

Attachments

1.  Correspondence - Parkes and District Landcare Steering Committee
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9 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
9.1 Staff Changes - 1 January 2005 to 31 March 2005

Executive Summary

A periodic report on the movement in staff numbers as one of a number of measures of
organisational health, stability and employee satisfaction.

Background Information

Staff turnover figures assist in analysing an organisation's internal structure for stability and
efficiency. Changes in the turnover rate of staff can highlight trends in employee satisfaction as
well as environmental pressures which may alter the need for additional staff numbers. These
figures are reported quarterly to Council.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Council's Equal Employment Opportunity Policy.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the information regarding staff changes for the period 1 January 2005 to 31 March
2005 be received and noted.

Report

The following staff changes occurred during the period 1 January 2005 to 31 March 2005.
NAME: POSITION:

New Employees:

Bryanna Duffy Administrative Assistant

Monique Kronk Tourism Manager

Tracey Holmgreen Family Day Care Co-ordinator

Alan Lindsay Part-Time Contractor assisting with Planning
Departures:

Sylvia Francis Family Day Care Co-ordinator

Kelly Atkinson Tourism Co-ordinator

Michael Carter Development Services Manager
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Internal Appointments:
Nil.
Staff levels since 30 September 2003 are as follows:

30/9/03 | 31/12/03 | 31/3/04 | 30/6/04 | 30/9/04 | 31/12/04 | 31/3/05
Full-Time Staff 132 135 133 133 133 134 136
Group Apprentices 3 3 3 3 3 2 1
LWOP/Matrnty 2 2 1 1 0 1 1
Leave
P/Time 17 22 20 20 19 21 21
Temp/Casual

Note! Full Time Equivalent = 145.8 employees
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9.2 Proposed Rail Conference - Melbourne to Brisbane Link

Executive Summary

It is proposed to hold a Local Government rail conference in Parkes.

Background Information

Momentum is building towards the inland rail link from Melbourne to Brisbane. The conference is
planned to inform Local Government of the progress and to establish support for the line.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Conference should be cost neutral.

Recommendation

1.  That the information on the proposed rail conference be noted.

Report

The General Manager is a Director of the Great Australian Trunk Rail System Pty Ltd (GATR),
which had its genesis many years ago as a Local Government initiative. GATR have suggested
the conference in Parkes.

Recent publicity would suggest that the inland rail route is now moving towards reality. The
Deputy Prime Minister is to release details of a feasibility study for the route.

The planned conference at Parkes will centre around Mr Anderson's availability. NSW, Victorian
and Queensland Councils will be invited.

Attachments

1.  Article published in The Australian newspaper
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9.3 Tertiary Education - Regional Education Access Network

Executive Summary

The Western Research Institute (WRI) has proposed a Regional Education Access Network. The
network would promote post secondary education services in the region.

Background Information

The WRI study was commissioned by the four Alliance Councils and the Central West Regional
Development Board.

The Alliance Councils have discussed the report and have concerns that it will lead to further
devolution of duties to Local Government. The Alliance Councils would like to take the report to
the Federal Minister for Education.

Parkes Shire Council has been the principal Alliance Council in this matter, and will continue that
role in the future. Council was recently represented at a meeting between WRI, CSU, CWACC
and TAFE. That meeting decided to investigate preparing a business case for the learning
centre.

From a local perspective it would seem appropriate that community feedback is obtained. In this
regard a meeting will be sought with the Parkes Regional Development Association and local
employers.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.
Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil at this stage.

Recommendation

1. That Council continue to explore the report's recommendations and local feedback be
sought.

Attachments

Nil.
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9.4 Council Alliance - Report of Meeting held 23 February 2005

Executive Summary

The Parkes, Forbes, Lachlan and Weddin Alliance met on 23 February 2005. The Alliance
continues to make progress, and is beneficial to the participating Councils.

Background Information

The Alliance has three sub-committees - Environmental Services, Corporate Services and
Technical Services.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil.
Recommendation

1.  That the report of the Alliance meeting held 23 February 2005 be noted.

Attachments

1. Minutes of Alliance meeting held 23 February 2005
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