
   

    

      

AGENDA   

TUESDAY 19 JULY 2005   

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be 
held at the Council Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at 

1:30 pm for the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.         

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack  



   

    



    

Ordinary Meeting Agenda  

Order Of Business: Tuesday 19 July 2005  
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5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

5.1 Mayoral Minute - Parkes Police Station   

 

Executive Summary 

Recent publicity has been given to a proposal to cease 24 hour manning of the Parkes Police 
Station.  A likely outcome will be removal of Officers from the station at some times, although 
Police will still operate from vehicles.  

Background Information 

Councillors would be aware of the difficulties in having Policy actually on duty.  Whilst the 
Lachlan Command may have its full complement of Officers, absences through various causes 
are forcing management to adopt different approaches.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be noted.  

2. That Council continue its endeavours to have prisoner transfer duties removed from local 
police.   
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5.2 Mayoral Minute - Austop Closure   

 
Executive Summary 

Discussions with State and Regional Development and TAFE at regional executive level on 14 
July 2005 confirmed that over 70 of the 108 employees affected by the Austop closure had either 
secured, or were in the process of securing, permanent employment, mostly in the Parkes area.  

Background Information 

Edlers announced on 8 June 2005 the phased shutdown of the Austop wool plant with a view to 
completion by 29 July 2005, costing 102 full time and 6 part time jobs at the Parkes facility.   

Since the announcement, discussions have been held with senior Elders management and both 
Federal and State authorities to fill the void left by the closure.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

2. That Council continue its representations to secure replacement industry for Parkes; to 
access training programs for displaced staff and to assist in providing suitable alternative 
employment for those affected by the closure of Austop.  

Report 

State and Regional Development and TAFE have been working closely with Austop management 
to secure specific training needs for the remaining 30 employees.  An open information session 
will be held on the plant next Thursday evening when State Regional and Development, TAFE 
and other key industry leaders in Parkes Shire will outline preferred skills and qualifications to 
access employment opportunities.  Indications are that the two government bodies will be able to 
fund up to 70 per cent of the cost of specific retraining programs in industries such as mining and 
transport.  

It would appear that the Parkes economy will be able to absorb the vast majority of displaced 
Austop workers.  It is also clear that the State Government agencies have worked effectively and 
cohesively to achieve such a positive outcome.  
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Given that the employment future of most of the workers has been secured, attention will now 
shift to the need to secure replacement industry.  Elders have approached an agent and a 
detailed prospectus is being prepared for a national promotional campaign, promoting the plant's 
facilities and its integral location within the Parkes transport hub.  

Attachments 

1. Nil   
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5.3 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation to 
community events or civic matters.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of recent functions attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received 
and noted.  

Report  

Date Function 
Saturday 
18 June 2005 

Lions Club of Parkes Clarinda and District Inc Changeover Dinner  
(Councillor W Scott)  

Saturday 
25 June 2005 

Rotary Annual Changeover Dinner  
(Councillor K Keith and Mrs Keith)  

Monday 
27 June 2005 

Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting  
(Councillor K McGrath)  

Wednesday 
29 June 2005 

ABARE Conference 
(Councillors K Keith and J Magill)  

Wednesday  
29 June 2005 

Area Consultative Committee Meeting 
(Economic Development Manager)  

Thursday 
30 June 2005 

Meeting with Police Minister  
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Thursday 
30 June 2005 

Lachlan Area Command Medal and Award Presentation Ceremony 
(Mayor R Wilson and Councillor G Pratt)  
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Date Function 
Saturday 
2 July 2005 

Peak Hill Town Fire Brigade Presentation of LSL Certificates  
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Saturday 
2 July 2005 

2 PK Parkes Country Music Spectacular Fundraising Concert  
(Councillor K McGrath and Mrs McGrath)  

Saturday 
2 July 2005 

Apex Annual Changeover Dinner  
(Councillor G Pratt)   

2 to 6 July 2005 Roads Congress  
(Councillor K Keith and Director of Operations)  

Sunday 
3 July 2005  

Parkes and Districts Sub Branch of National Servicemen's Association of 
Australia - Reserve Forces Day Ceremony  
(Councillor G Pratt)   
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5.4 Mayoral Minute - Coming Known Events   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or Senior 
Staff in relation to community events or civic matters  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received and 
noted.  

Report 

Date Function 
Saturday 
16 July 2005 

AstroFest Civic Reception  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Saturday 
16 July 2005 

AstroFest Dinner 
(Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)  

Tuesday  
19 July 2005 

McGirr-Renshaw Way Opening by Minister for Roads 
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Saturday 
23 July 2005 

Peak Hill Country Women's Association Debutante Ball  
(Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)  

Monday 
25 July 2005 

Peak Hill Advancement Association Meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson)  

Wednesday  
27 July 2005 

Lachlan Catchment Management Authority Local 
Government Forum  
(Councillor J Magill)  

Saturday 
30 July 2005 

Civic Reception Honouring Caroline Rice being Elected 
World President of Quota  
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillors and Senior Staff) 
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Date Function  

Saturday 
30 July 2005 

Quota Dinner  
(Mayor R Wilson and Mrs Wilson)    
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION  

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS  



Parkes Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting -  19 July 2005 Agenda 

  

Page 10 

8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 (ICR) Dubbo RSL Aged Care Association - Closure of Kooringle Nursing 
Home, Tullamore   

 

Executive Summary 

Advising that the Kooringle Nursing Home in Tullamore will cease operations on 15 July 2005.  

Background Information 

The Association advises that the site will be redeveloped as a Multi-Purpose Service (MPS)  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Dubbo RSL Aged Care Association   
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8.2 (ICR) Minister for Police - Prisoner Transfer   

 
Executive Summary 

Replying to Council's earlier correspondence relating to the need to reappraise the use of 
general duty Police Officers for prisoner transfers.  

Background Information 

Council made representations to the local member following a presentation on general policing 
issues by Lachlan Local Area Commander, Clint Pheeney, to Council in April of this year.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Minister for Police  
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8.3 (ICR) Legislative Council - Inquiry into Skills Shortages   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising that the Inquiry established to examine skills shortages in rural and regional NSW will 
receive submissions up to 5 August 2005.  Public hearings will be held.  

Background Information 

The State Government established the Inquiry following concerns raised by employers, 
Government agencies and welfare groups about the severe shortage of skilled labour in regional 
NSW.  A submission has been forwarded to the Inquiry.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Legislative Council     
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8.4 (ICR) The Hon Fran Bailey, Minister for Small Business & Tourism   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising that the Federal Government has made grant funds available to assist Local 
Government involvement in "Regulation Reduction" and the minimisation of red tape for small 
and home based businesses.  

Background Information 

The Regulation Reduction Incentive Fund has been established to assist successful local 
government applicants in delivering suitable programs designed to reduce red tape at the local 
level.  Applications under the Fund close 31 August, 2005.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the matter be referred to the Director of Planning and Environment and if thought 
appropriate, an application made under terms of the Fund.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from the Minister for Small Business & Tourism   
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8.5 (ICR) Premier of Victoria - Melbourne to Brisbane Rail Link   

 
Executive Summary 

Providing information in reply to Council's correspondence of June this year.  

Background Information 

Council has sought comment from the wider perspective of the interstate infrastructure needs of 
the other States in relation to the proposed Melbourne to Brisbane rail link.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Premier of Victoria   
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8.6 (ICR) CWA - Bogan Gate Branch - Opposition to Toxic Waste Incinerator   

 
Executive Summary 

The Bogan Gate Branch of the CWA has forwarded a copy of a letter sent to the Federal and 
State local members opposing the establishment of a toxic waste incinerator in the Bogan Gate 
area.  

Background Information 

Recent news coverage has been given to Federal and State Government comments about 
nuclear power.  The debate has rekindled theories on likely locations for toxic waste disposal 
facilities.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Country Women's Association of NSW   
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8.7 (ICR) Kiama Municipal Council - Oppostion to Whale Killing   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising that the Kiama Council has written to the Federal Governments of Australia and New 
Zealand thanking them for their opposition to the killing of whales.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Kiama Municipal Council  
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8.8 (ICR) Lachlan Catchment Management Authority   

 
Executive Summary 

Extending an invitation to Councillors and staff to attend the Lachlan Catchment Local 
Government Forum to be held in Forbes on 27 July 2005.  

Background Information 

The Forum will provide an opportunity for the Catchment Authority to discuss natural resource 
management issues, planning matters and communication strategies with Local Government.  
Attendee details are required by 20 July 2005.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That interested Councillors and the appropriate staff members be authorised to attend the 
Catchment Management Forum on 27 July 2005.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Lachlan Catchment Management Board   
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8.9 (ICR) Department of Local Government - Circular 05/28 - National 
Framework for Women in Local Government   

 
Executive Summary 

The Department advises by Circular 05/28 that it has launched the National Framework for 
Women in Local Government Information Kit.  

Background Information 

The Kit is designed to promote and assist the heightened involvement of women in local 
government, both as elected representatives and in senior management roles.  The 37 page 
guide is included with the business papers.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Department of Local Government  
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