
   

    

      

AGENDA   

TUESDAY 16 AUGUST 2005   

Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council will be 
held at the Council Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at 

1:30 pm for the purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.         

GENERAL MANAGER: Alan McCormack 
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5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

5.1 Mayoral Minute - Civic Reception, NASA   

 

Executive Summary 

Following an approach by CSIRO executives at The Dish, I have agreed on Council's behalf to 
extend a civic reception in the Coventry Room on Monday, 15 August 2005 at 6.00 pm (the day 
prior to the Council meeting) to Messrs Fred Gregory and Neal Newman, senior NASA 
representatives who are visiting The Dish on Monday as part of a tour of NSW astronomy 
facilities.  

Background Information 

Mr Gregory is the highest ranking NASA official to visit Australia since Administrator James 
Fletcher in the early 1970's. He was also the first African-American Space Shuttle Commander, 
and is currently the Deputy Administrator (number two position within NASA).  

Given the longevity and importance of the link enjoyed with NASA by CSIRO and the Parkes 
community it was felt a visit by two such senior NASA personnel warranted formal civic 
recognition.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Provision has been made in Council's 2005/2006 Management Plan for the conduct of civic 
functions of this type.  

Recommendation 

1. That the Mayor's action in authorising the civic reception for NASA representatives on 15 
August 2005 be endorsed as outlined.  

Report 

Fred Gregory  

Mr Gregory is the current Deputy Administrator of the NASA organisation.  

He has also been an astronaut on several shuttle missions, serving as both pilot and 
commander. Before that, he acquired an impressive military background, retiring from the 
Airforce as a Colonel after logging 7,000 flight hours and serving as an engineering test pilot for 
both NASA and the Air Force.  

Mr Gregory attended both the Air Force Academy and George Washington University and his 
academic and career honours are numerous. 
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His roles at NASA include serving as the ex-offico member of the Aerospace Safety Advisory 
Panel, which review safety studies on both technical and managerial soundness of missions. He 
also facilitates an award program called the Quality and Safety Achievement Award for 
employees to exhibit superior commitment to safety at NASA.  

Neal Newman  

Representative to Australia and Southeast Asia, National Aeronautics and Space Administration - 
NASA (USA), NASA Attaché, US Embassy, Canberra.  

Neal Newman began his current assignment as NASA's representative to Australia and 
Southeast Asia in May 2002. In this capacity, Mr Newman serves as lead liaison for NASA's 
Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex located outside of Canberra, Australia.  

Mr Newman previously served in the NASA headquarters Office of External Relations in 
Washington D C, where he was responsible for establishing international agreements with 
foreign space agencies ranging from the joint development and launch of various scientific 
spacecraft to the training and flight of international astronauts on the space shuttle and 
international space station.  

Mr Newman previously served for five years as a Space Shuttle Launch Services Manager in 
NASA's office of Space Flight. In this role he was responsible for coordinating shuttle launch 
services for a variety of complex flight missions, including the dedicated shuttle flight of the 
German Spacelab D-2 research mission and the European Eureca spacecraft deploy and 
retrieval missions.  

Mr Newman coordinated the visit to Parkes on 31 October 2003 by the Ambassador of the United 
States, an exercise that generated national media coverage.  

Attachments 

Nil.  
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5.2 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation to 
community events or civic matters.  

Background Information 

Nil  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of recent functions attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received 
and noted.  

Report  

Date Function 
Saturday 
16 July 2005 

CWAS AstroFest Civic Reception  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Tuesday  
19 July 2005 

Opening of McGirr-Renshaw Way by Minister for Roads, 
Minister Costa 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Thursday 
21 July 2005 

Meeting with representatives from Greater Western Area 
Health Service 
(Councillor K Keith and General Manager)  

Thursday 
21 July 2005 

Austop Information Session 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)  

Saturday 
23 July 2005 

Peak Hill Country Women's Association Debutante Ball  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM and Mrs Wilson)  

Monday 
25 July 2005 

Meeting with Dr Steve Flecknoe-Brown, Health Advisory 
Chair of Greater Western Area Health Service 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM and General Manager)  
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Date Function 
Monday 
25 July 2005 

Peak Hill Advancement Association meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)   

Tuesday 
26 July 2005 

Centwest Regional Training Provider Information Session 
for GP Registrars. 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM and Councillor B Laing)  

Tuesday  
26 July 2005 

Parkes Red Cross Annual Meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)  

Wednesday  
27 July 2005 

Lachlan Catchment Management Authority Local 
Government Forum  
(Councillor J Magill and Director of Infrastructure)  

Wednesday 
27 July 2005 

Launch of Green Corps  
(Councillor W Scott and Senior Staff)  

Thursday 
28 July 2005 

Luncheon for Robert Tickner, CEO of Australian Red Cross 
(Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Thursday 
28 July 2005 

Dinner for Robert Tickner, CEO of Australian Red Cross 
(Councillor J Magill and Mrs Magill)  

Friday 
29 July 2005 

NSW Nationals Natural Resources/Primary Industries 
Forum  
(Councillor P Byrne)  

Saturday 
30 July 2005 

Civic Reception for Quota (honouring Caroline Rice being 
elected International President of Quota)  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Saturday 
30 July 2005 

Quota Dinner  
(Councillor K Keith and Mrs Keith)  

Wednesday 
3 August 2005 

Tourism Strategy meeting 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillor K Keith, General 
Manager, Economic Development Manager and Tourism 
Manager)  

Thursday 
4 August 2005 

Small Business Breakfast Forum with Minister for Small 
Business, Minister Campbell 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)    
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5.3 Mayoral Minute - Coming Known Events   

 
Executive Summary 

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or Senior 
Staff in relation to community events or civic matters  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be received and 
noted.  

Report  

Date Function 
Sunday 
14 August 2005 

Parkes Sub Branch of RSL ceremony for VP Day and 60th anniversary of 
end of WWII  
(Councillor K Keith)  

Monday  
15 August 2005  

Civic Reception for NASA representatives, Fred Gregory and Neale 
Newman 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Monday  
15 August 2005 

Dinner with NASA representatives 
(Mayor R Wilson, Councillor Keith and General Manager)  

Tuesday  
16 August 2005 

Code of Conduct Training  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Thursday 
18 August 2005  

Parkes Health Council presentation regarding redevelopment of Bathurst, 
Orange and Bloomfield Health Services 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Friday 
19 August 2005 

Alliance meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillor K Keith and General Manager)  
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Date Function 
Sunday 
21 August 2005 

Official opening of Parkes Netball Courts 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)  

Monday 
22 August 2005 

Peak Hill Advancement Association meeting  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)  

Tuesday  
23 August 2005 

Civic Reception for NSW PSSA  Under 14 Boys Touch 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)  

Thursday  
25 August 2005 

Public Lecture by Dr Graeme Wren 'Our Place in the Stars' 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)  

Thursday 
25 August 2005 

CENTROC Board Meeting  
(Councillor K Keith and General Manager)  

Friday 
26 August 2005 

NRMA CareFlight 5th Anniversary dinner  
(Mayor R Wilson OAM and General Manager)  

Tuesday 
30 August 2005 

Civic Reception for Prof. Marie Bashir 
(Mayor R Wilson OAM, Councillors and Senior Staff)    

Monday  
12 September 2005 

Greater Western Area Health Service Aged Care Symposium   
(Mayor R Wilson OAM)    
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6 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 

7 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS 
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8 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation   

 

Executive Summary 

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of appreciation for 
services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff. The most recently received 
congratulatory letters are attached.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Peak Hill Landcare Group 
2. Correspondence from Peak Hill Advancement Association 
3. Correspondence from Verna Stewart - Past International President, Quota International 
4. Correspondence from Quota International Inc. 
5. Correspondence from Peak Hill Central School 
6. Correspondence from The Hon. John Anderson, Member fro Gwydir 
7. Correspondence from Watering Australia Foundation 
8. Correspondence from ABARE Regional Outlook Conference Convenor 
9. Correspondence from Parkes Christian School   
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8.2 (ICR) Tullamore and District Community Consultative Committee   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising of the recent election of Office Bearers and providing a copy of the President's report for 
the year in review.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be received and noted.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Tullamore and District Community Consultative Committee.   
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8.3 (ICR) Parkes Health Council - Meeting with Acting Planning Manager   

 
Executive Summary 

The Parkes Heath Council has invited Councillors to a meeting with the Acting Planning Manager 
for the Greater Western Area Health Service in relation to the Bathurst, Orange and Bloomfield 
Health Service. The meeting is to be held at the Parkes Health Service on Thursday 
18 August 2005 commencing at 5.30pm.  

Background Information 

Nil.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

1. That the information be noted and interested Councillors authorised to attend.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Parkes Health Council   
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8.4 (ICR) Department of Education and Training - Media Release - Peak Hill 
Central School   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising that the Peak Hill Central School has taken out the top prize in their age category in a 
film making competition for young people.  

Background Information 

Arrangements are being made to show the four minute film at the Council Meeting.  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil  

Recommendation 

1. That the students and staff of the Peak Hill Central School be congratulated on their 
achievement.  

Report 

Nil  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Department of Education and Training  
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8.5 (ICR) Office of the Gene Technology Regulator   

 
Executive Summary 

Advising of the receipt of a Licence Application from Monsanto Australia Ltd for the commercial 
release of herbicide/insect resistant Genetically Modified cotton south of latitude 22o south.  

Background Information 

The Gene Technology Regulator is making Council aware of the Application and seeking 
comments from people who are familiar with the area where the release could take place. The 
application relates initially to the "phased introduction commencing with 20,000 hectares in 
current cotton growing areas of NSW and QLD". The Regulator wishes to receive comments 
relating to the application up until 9 September 2005  

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications  

Nil.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil.  

Recommendation 

That Council makes a general submission to the Regulator by the due date including Council's 
previously expressed concerns relating to risks to human health and environment safety posed 
by Genetically Modified crops.  

Attachments 

1. Correspondence from Department of Health and Ageing Office of the Gene Technology 
Regulator.   
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