
PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL
O u r  M i s s i o n :   T o  D e l i v e r  P r o g r e s s  a n d  V a l u e  t o  o u r  C o m m u n i t y

Our Communities Vision: 
In 2022 the Parkes Shire will be a progressive regional centre, 
embracing a national logistics hub with vibrant communities, 

diverse opportunities, learning and healthy lifestyles.

MINUTES

TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2015

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council held at the Council 
Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at 2.00 pm for the 

purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.

GENERAL MANAGER: Kent Boyd
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Ordinary Meeting

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Council Chambers, 2 Cecile Street on 
Tuesday 15 December 2015 at 2.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillor K J Keith OAM, (in the Chair) Councillor B F Newton
Councillor M J Greenwood OAM Councillor R C Haddin
Councillor B J McCorkell Councillor K M McGrath
Councillor L A O'Leary Councillor G W Pratt
Councillor P J Smith Councillor AJ Ward

IN ATTENDANCE
General Manager - K Boyd
Director Technology and Corporate Services - L Finn
Director Planning and Environment - S Campbell
Director Engineering Services - B Howard
Director Infrastructure - A Francis
Manager Governance and Corporate Strategy - B Byrnes 
Chief Financial Officer - O Jensen
Economic and Business Development Manager - A Wyllie
Culture, Education and Library Services Manager - S Buckle
Marketing and Brand Manager - K Dwyer
Minutes Secretary - S Henry

MEETING COMMENCEMENT
The Meeting commenced at 2.00pm.

1 PRAYER
The Mayor asked the General Manager to open proceedings with a prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

15 - 514 Resolution

That Councillor Belinda McCorkell be granted leave of absence until 4.40pm (REASON: 
Work Commitments). 

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Louise O'Leary.

CARRIED

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 8997

General Manager Mayor

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

15 - 515 Resolution

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council held on Tuesday 01 
December 2015 copies of which have been forwarded to Councillors, be confirmed.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.

CARRIED

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Bob Haddin declared an interest in Item 14.1 (REASON Related entity to an 
individual mentioned in the report).

5 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION
Nil.

6 LATE BUSINESS
In accordance with Council's Code of Meeting Practice 3.7(c) a decision is now required to 
determine which, if any Late item/s submitted to the meeting will be dealt with at the meeting 
or deferred for further consideration at a future Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council.

15 - 516 Resolution

That Late Items 7.4, 11.4,14.2, 16.1, 16.2 and 17.2 be considered at this Council meeting.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.
CARRIED
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7 MAYORAL MINUTES
7.1 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended by Mayor and Councillors  

Executive Summary

A report on functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation 
to community events or civic matters.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted

15 - 517 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED

7.2 Mayoral Minute - Coming known events for Mayor and Councillors  

Executive Summary

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or 
Senior Staff in relation to community events or civic matters.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted

15 - 518 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.
CARRIED
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7.3 Mayoral Minute - Centroc Board and Annual General Meeting held 26 November 
2015  

Executive Summary

I attended the Centroc Board meeting and AGM at the Molong RSL Club 26 November 
2015.  

Following is a report of the meeting for Councillors information.

Recommendation

1. That the report be received and noted.

15 - 519 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Bob Haddin, seconded Councillor Michael Greenwood.

CARRIED

7.4 Mayoral Minute - Council Agreement to take control of Old Hospital Site  

Executive Summary

I am very pleased to report that earlier today Andrew Gee MP, Member for Orange 
announced the agreement struck between Health Infrastructure, (on behalf of the Ministry of 
Health and Western NSW Local Health Council) and Parkes Shire Council, in relation to the 
divestment of the old Parkes Hospital. 

The General Manager and I executed the Heads of Agreement which sets a decisive path 
for the old hospital to avoid the buildings falling into disrepair.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted

15 - 520 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Bob Haddin, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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8 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS
Nil.

9 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
Nil.

10 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
10.1 (GM) State of the Shire Update  

Executive Summary

In response to Council's request at its last meeting, a condensed version of the Parkes Shire 
Council Annual Report 2014/15 has been designed.  It has been titled Parkes Shire Council 
State of the Shire Report and aims to provide a quick, visual account of our 2014/15 year for 
distribution throughout the community.  This new report was displayed through our recent 
community engagement campaign "State of the Shire" at the Peak Hill "Meet You Up the 
Street" and the Parkes "Sparkle in the Park" Christmas Markets.  These recent community 
events provided a great opportunity to present Council's operations and achievements from 
the previous financial year (2014/15) and reiterate our commitment to community 
engagement within the Shire.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

15 - 521 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor Barbara Newton.

CARRIED
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10.2 (GM) Council Priorities for Federal Election  

Executive Summary

As Council is aware there will be a Federal Government election prior to January 2017. As 
has been the previous practice of this Council a list of priority infrastructure has been 
prepared to inform the incumbent government and prospective candidates of our priorities.  

The priorities have been extracted from various sources and are listed below in no particular 
order. Council's review is now sought.

Inland Rail and the Parkes National Logistics HUB
Parkes Heavy Vehicle Bypass
Parkes Southern Ring Road
Telecommunication Upgrade 
Agriculture Value Adding - Parkes Demonstration Project
Bells Line Expressway
Parkes Airport Business Park
Parkes CBD Vibrancy Project

Recommendation

1. That Council review the proposed priorities and accept or amend as considered 
appropriate.

15 - 522 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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At this stage being 2.36pm the Mayor adjourned the meeting and welcomed Bronwyn 
Colman from Sport & Rec Orange to the Meeting.  Bronwyn presented certificates and 
vouchers to Sport Volunteer 2016 Award winners Trevor Whittaker and Niamh Dixon. The 
Volunteer Awards program recognises outstanding volunteers, making a difference in local 
sporting clubs on thon  

Open Runners Up:
Trevor Whittaker, long standing member of Parkes Rugby Union Club, has dedicated 
countless hours to the success of the club, as coach, committee duties, ground 
maintenance, cleaning dressing rooms, bus driving, or helping out other volunteers. A true 
sports volunteer champion.

Youth Winners:
Niamh Dixon, 17 year old Parkes Hockey youth dedicating hours to coach pre-schoolers 
hockey each week and well as coach an Under 11’s teams. Niamh displays enthusiasm and 
is a great advocate and ambassador for junior volunteers in sport.

A representative of Neone then held a presentation for Councillors on the proposed Parkes 
Solar Farm project. 

At the conclusion of the presentation the Mayor invited all in the public gallery to join 
Councillors for afternoon tea.

Afternoon tea 3.13pm.

Meeting resumed 3.42pm.
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10.3 (GM) Procurement of Commercial Properties  

Executive Summary

As previously discussed in confidential reports to Council, several commercial premises 
have been offered or sought as long-term strategic investments.

Negotiations have now concluded in accordance with Council's directions in relation to the 
former Commonwealth Bank building in Clarinda Street and the former Parkes Picture 
Palace Theatre in Dalton Street. A formal resolution to complete the acquisitions is now 
required. 

Recommendation

1. That Council agree to purchase the former Commonwealth Bank Building at 203 
Clarinda Street Parkes, being Lot 41 DP787512 for $450,000. 

2. That Council agree to purchase the former Parkes Picture Palace Theatre at 25 
Dalton Street Parkes, being Lot 14 & 20 DP758827 for $390,000.

3. That the seal of Council be applied as required to effect the acquisition.

4. That all land be declared operational land on acquisition.

15 - 523 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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10.4 (GM) Declaration of Public Holidays for Parkes Shire Show Day in 2016 and 2017  

Executive Summary

At its meeting of 17 November 2015, Council considered correspondence from the NSW 
Government Treasury outlining the administrative process and providing information 
guidelines for local Councils to apply to the Minister for Industrial relations for the declaration 
of any local public holidays and local event days for 2016 and 2017 under the Public 
Holidays Act 2010.

Recommendation

1. That Council make application to the Department of Industrial Relations for the 
gazettal of public holidays and half holidays for the Shows in the Parkes district for 
2016 and 2017 as requested by the various P A & H Associations with the respective 
times and boundaries defined as follows

Trundle
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 17 August 2016 and Wednesday 16 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Trundle along with neighbouring Suburb of Bogan 
Gate and Suburb Bruie Plains. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council 
website.

Peak Hill
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 24 August 2016 and Wednesday 23 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Peak Hill. As per boundaries detailed on the 
Parkes Shire Council website.

Parkes
Public Holiday from 12 noon - 5.00pm Tuesday 30 August 2016 and Tuesday 29 August 
2017 to be declared for Parkes Suburb, Suburb Tichborne, Suburb Nelungaloo, Suburb 
Gunningbland, Suburb Cooks Myall, Suburb Goonumbla, Suburb Alectown: along with 
neighbouring part Suburb Mandagery and part Suburb Cookamidgera within the Parkes 
Local Government Area. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council website.

15 - 524 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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11 DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
11.1 (DTCS) Financial Information as at 30 November 2015  

Executive Summary

A regular report is provided to Council in relation to a number of financial indicators, 
including investments, total monthly repayments, receipting and collection of rate revenue.

Recommendation

1. That the report detailing accounts paid, rate revenue collected, receipts received and 
the bank reconciliation to 30 November 2015 be received and noted.

15 - 525 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Michael Greenwood.

CARRIED

11.2 (DTCS) Investments as at 30 November 2015  

Executive Summary

The carrying value of Council's investments at 30 November 2015 was $ 59,034,225

Recommendation

1. That the information in relation to investments held at 30 November 2015 be received 
and noted.

15 - 526 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Bob Haddin, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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11.3 (DTCS) Marketing and Destination Development Update - December 2015  

Executive Summary

Promotion and Marketing of the Parkes Shire as an attractive tourism, business and 
investment destination and desirable place to live is one of the main objectives of the Parkes 
Shire Council Community Strategic Plan and Economic Development Plan.  

It is important to promote the Parkes Shire as a business investment destination in order to 
attract investment. Promoting the region by highlighting the strengths, assets and potential 
opportunities for growth can create interest from potential, visitors, and investors and initiate 
the investment process.

Recommendation

1. That the Marketing and Destination Development Update be received and noted.

15 - 527 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor George Pratt, seconded Councillor Barbara Newton.

CARRIED

11.4 (DTCS) Library Service Statistics and Monthly Update  

Executive Summary

Library usage statistics for the month of October and November 2015 and recent activities 
are provided for the information of Council. 

Recommendation

1. That the information be noted.

15 - 528 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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12 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT'S REPORT
12.1 (DPE) Progress of the Contamination Central Project  

Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the progress of the Contamination Central 
Project.

Recommendation

1. That the progress of the Contamination Central Project be noted.  Further, that the 
draft Contaminated Land Policy will be presented to Council in early 2016.

15 - 529 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor George Pratt, seconded Councillor Michael Greenwood.

CARRIED
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12.2 (DPE) Spicer Park Grandstand  

Executive Summary

Spicer Park Grandstand is structurally unstable and public access is currently restricted. The 
Sporting Fields Master Plan, adopted by Council in November 2014, recommended that the 
Grandstand be upgraded.

Funds were allocated in the 2015/2016 budget for the restoration of Spicer Grandstand. 

A Heritage Impact Statement has been prepared which explores six options for the future of 
the Grandstand, including the integration of new amenities into to the building. 

Recommendation

1. Place the Heritage Impact Statement on public exhibition to gain feedback on the six 
options presented in the report.

2. Make available the Sporting Fields Master Plan to provide a comprehensive 
background and context to the matter.

3. Write to the following stakeholders as part of the exhibition process:
 Sports Council
 Parkes Spacemen Senior Rugby League
 Parkes Marist Junior Rugby League
 Parkes Boars Rugby Union Club
 Parkes Little Athletics Centre
 Parkes & District Cricket Association and Parkes District Junior Cricket 

Association.

4. Following public exhibition relating to the future management of the Grandstand, a 
further report be tabled that records the outcomes of the public exhibition period and 
provides recommendations for future management.

15 - 530 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Michael Greenwood.

CARRIED
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12.3 (DPE) DA15106: Proposed Truck Depot at Lot 45 DP 850408 Woolstore Place, 
Parkes  

Development Application Information

Application No: DA15106

Applicant: Mr Allan Magill

Property: Lot 45 DP 850408 Woolstore Place, Parkes

Proposal: Truck Depot

Executive Summary

Development Application No. DA15106 proposes a Truck Depot on «legaldescription», 
Woolstore Place, Parkes. The Development Application has been lodged by Allan Magill.  

The application has been presented to Council for determination as the proposed building is 
setback from the front property boundary 5 metres, rather than 10 metres as prescribed in 
the Parkes Development Control Plan 2013.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the application be approved subject to the conditions contained in 
the report.

15 - 531 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Alan Ward, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

All in favour

CARRIED

FOR: Cr KJ Keith, Cr BJ Newton, Cr MJ Greenwood, Cr RC Haddin, Cr KM McGrath, Cr LA 
O'Leary, Cr GW Pratt, Cr PJ Smith, Cr AJ Ward.

AGAINST: Nil.

Cr McCorkell did not vote - absent from meeting.
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13 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT
13.1 (DES) Regional Road REPAIR Program 2016/2017  

Executive Summary

Submissions have been lodged for inclusion in the 2016/2017 Regional Road REPAIR 
Program. Projects that have been submitted include the widening of sections of Renshaw 
McGirr Way (MR233) and also for seal extension on the Peak Hill - Tullamore Road 
(MR348).

Recommendation

1. That the submissions for funding under the 2016/2017 Regional Road REPAIR 
Program be noted.

15 - 532 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED

13.2 (DES) Removal of Street Tree at Thornbury Street  

Executive Summary

Following recent asset inspections along Councils footpath and kerb network, several trees 
within Parkes have been identified as creating significant ongoing maintenance works 
resulting in damage of Councils assets and infrastructure. 

In preparation for footpath and children's crossing works at Parkes East Public School, a 
eucalyptus tree highly affected by fungus has been identified for removal. 

Recommendation

1. That Council remove the one (1) street tree in Thornbury Street, opposite Parkes East 
Public School in order to improve safety at the children's crossing.

15 - 533 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor George Pratt, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.

CARRIED
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At this stage and with the leave of the Mayor, Cr O’Leary left the meeting and did not return.

14 DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT

Cr Haddin left the meeting temporarily.

14.1 (DI) Central West Lachlan Landcare Community Garden Project  

Executive Summary

Central West Lachlan Landcare (CWLL) are seeking approval from Parkes Shire Council for 
their support to pursue funding for a Community Demonstration Garden to be established in 
the unused portion of Kelly Reserve to the south of the play equipment (map attached). 

In addition to Council support, CWLL are also seeking confirmation that the proposed area of 
Kelly Reserve can be utilised for this project.

Recommendation

1. That Council provide in-principle support to the concept of a Community 
Demonstration Garden.

2. That the portion of land in Kelly Reserve shown be set aside for such usage.

15 - 534 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED

Councillor Bob Haddin rejoined the meeting.

Councillor Belinda McCorkell joined the meeting.
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14.2 (DI) WTP and STP Ministerial Approval

Executive Summary

Council has received approval from the Minister for Primary Industries and Water to award 
tenders and sign contracts for the Water and Sewage Treatment Plant projects. The Stage 3 
funding offer has also been received for the Sewage Treatment Plant project. The funding 
percentage amounts to 38% being a total value of $9M of the total $24M project.

The contract for both projects has been signed with John Holland Pty Ltd.

Recommendation

1. That the seal of Council be applied to the acceptance for the subsidy offer.
2. That a letter of thanks be forwarded to the Minister for the funding offer and the 

approval to award tenders. 

15 - 535 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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15 CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES
15.1 Committee Minutes - Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting held 8 December 

2015  

Executive Summary

The Heritage Advisory Committee held a meeting on Tuesday 8 December 2015. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider community member nominations to join the 
Committee and a late local heritage grant application and provide a heritage review study 
update. 

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of Heritage Advisory Committee held on 8 December 2015 be 
received and noted and the recommendations be endorsed by Council.

15 - 536 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Alan Ward, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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15.2 Committee Minutes - Parkes Shire Project and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) 
Committee Meeting held 15 December 2015  

This meeting was postponed and held during the Council meeting.  

Included as Item No. 16.3

15.3 Committee Minutes - Road Naming Committee Meeting 15 December 2015  

Executive Summary

A Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee meeting was held on Tuesday 15 
December 2015.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee held 15 
December 2015 be adopted.

15 - 537 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.

CARRIED
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16 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF URGENCY
In accordance with Clause 17(4) of Council's Code of Meeting Practice the following 
business was allowed by the Chairperson.

16.1 Q&M ABC Radio Restructure  

Councillor Michael Greenwood

ABC Radio Restructure.

Cr Greenwood has expressed concern at the ongoing reduction in local  content of ABC 
Regional radio emanating from the Orange and Dubbo studios.

Over the weekend it emerged that no local news would now be provided on Saturday 
mornings, a significant erosion in the level, of service traditionally provided by the national 
broadcaster on which thousands of regional people are so reliant.

It is ludicrous that no local news is provided for our region between Friday evening and 
Monday morning.

The cutbacks, the full extent of which remain to be rolled out, follow closely the Fairfax 
media decision to reduce the number of weekly editions of many papers including Parkes.

Council representations opposing the service reductions to the Federal Member would, I am 
sure, reflect community expectations on such a sensitive and important community welfare 
issue.

Recommendation

1. That Council forward a letter to the Federal Member the Hon John Cobb expressing 
Council's concerns over the ABC cutbacks which will impact local regional news 
broadcasts over the weekend periods.

2. That a letter be forwarded to Fairfax Media expressing Council's disappointment that 
Council's suggestion for a shared employee between the Parkes and Forbes local 
papers was not implemented in changes. 

15 - 538 Resolution

1. That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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16.2 Q&M Painting by Rebecca Wilson  

Councillor Alan Ward

Councillor Alan Ward was presented with a painting from local Forbes artist Rebecca Wilson 
for display at the Parkes Shire Council offices.  The painting has been presented on loan for 
a 3 month period with an option for Council to purchase the artwork as an addition to 
Council's art collection.

Further information and the artwork will be available at today's Council meeting.

Recommendation

For the information of Council.

15 - 539 Resolution

1. That Council notes the loan and will display the painting with a decision to be made 
regarding purchase to be made at a future date.

Moved Councillor Alan Ward, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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At this stage the Mayor adjourned the Meeting and called the Project and Infrastructure 
Naming (Sunset) Committee meeting to be held.

The Minutes of that meeting were then endorsed by Council.

16.3 Committee Minutes - Project and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) Committee 

Executive Summary

The Parkes Shire Projects and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) Committee will hold its 
inaugural meeting on 15 December 2015.

The Committee has been established to allow Council to consider naming opportunities for 
new infrastructure projects within the Shire.

Minutes of the meeting will be tabled at the Council meeting.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of Parkes Shire Projects and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) 
Committee held on 15 December 2015 be received and noted and the 
recommendations contained therein be endorsed by Council.

15 - 540 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 9018

General Manager Mayor

17 CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS

The meeting of the Ordinary Council meeting was closed to the public at 5.30pm.

The Mayor asked the Meeting whether it agreed that the items listed by the General Manager 
appeared to be items which should be discussed in closed session for the reasons given.

The General Manager advised that there were no written representations from the public on the 
proposed closure of the Council Meeting.

15 - 541 Resolution

That the meeting be closed for consideration of the listed items as they involve: information that 
would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 
(or proposes to conduct) business, personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
Councillors) and commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor Belinda McCorkell.

CARRIED

17.1 (DPE) Former Gasworks Site  

Prepared By: Director Planning & Environment

Executive Summary

The NSW EPA has received notification under Section 60 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 
1997 regarding contaminated material identified as gasworks waste in the rail corridor adjoining the 
former Parkes Municipal Council East Street Gasworks.

The EPA has invited Council to apply for the maximum funding of $200,000 to investigate and assess 
whether the contamination is significant and for the preparation of remediation documentation.

Council must now decide whether to submit a grant application under the EPA’s Council Gasworks 
Program for funds to investigate the legacy site and the adjoining site as identified.

Recommendation

1. Council make application under the Gasworks Program for the maximum grant of $200,000.

2. An amount of $20,000 be set aside as Council's contribution for project management and 
implementation should the application be successful.

15 - 542 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin..

CARRIED
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17.2 (DTCS) Ron Harrison Bursary and Jack Scoble Scholarship Funding   

Prepared By: Director Technology and Corporate Service

Executive Summary

The Rotary Club of Parkes Inc. have advised that the incoming Board have reviewed their 
Donations Plan as part of a process to plan for future donations.  The Review will have an 
impact on the Ron Harrison OAM Memorial Bursary and the Jack Scoble Scholarship 
awarded annually.

Recommendation

1. That a letter of appreciation be forwarded to the Rotary Club of Parkes Inc. for their 
contribution to the Scholarships.

2. That funds be allocated from the Donations and Appeals fund to cover any shortfall in 
the current round of scholarships and that the matter be reviewed prior to the next 
round of Scholarships.

15 - 543 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED

There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 5.50pm.
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1 PRAYER

2 APOLOGIES

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

5 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION

6 LATE BUSINESS
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7 MAYORAL MINUTES
7.1 Mayoral Minute - Functions Attended by Mayor and Councillors 

Executive Summary

A report on functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation 
to community events or civic matters.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted

Report

Date Function
Tuesday
01 December 2015

Council Meeting
All Councillors and Senior Staff

Meetings prior to Council meeting
Tour to Lachlan River Pumping Station and Bore Fields and 
Parkes Regional Airport to view progress on works being 
undertaken.
All Councillors & Senior Staff
(Apologies Cr's BJ McCorkell and AJ Ward)

Presentation of Draft HPC Master Plan
All Councillors & Senior Staff
(Apologies Cr's BJ McCorkell and AJ Ward)

142nd anniversary of name change from Bushmans to 
Parkes 01.12.1873

Wednesday
02 December 2015

Parkes College for Seniors End of year Christmas Luncheon 
Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor BF Newton, Councillors GW 
Pratt, RC Haddin and PJ Smith
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Date Function
Friday
04 December 2015

Peak Hill Meet you up the Street and Parkes 'Sparkles' 
UpMarkets

(These were both Community Events which included a 
Council stand manned by State of the Shire Engagement 
Team of Director Technology and Community Services L 
Finn, Manager Governance and Corporate Strategy B 
Byrnes, Governance Officer J Jones, Economic and 
Business Development Manager A Wyllie and Community 
Engagement Officer J Howard)

Sunday
06 December 2015

Parkes School of Dance End of Year performance 
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Monday
07 December 2015

Welcome - Parkes Elvis Festival Volunteers 
Mayor KJ Keith

Monday
07 December 2015

Middleton Public School Presentation Evening 
Mayor KJ Keith & Mrs. Sue Keith

Monday
07 December 2015

Elvis Revival Committee meeting
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Tuesday
08 December 2015

Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting
Deputy Mayor BF Newton, Councillor AJ Ward 

Tuesday
08 December 2015

Lachlan Health Council Dinner and Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith & Mrs. Sue Keith

Tuesday
08 December 2015

Parkes Sports Council meeting
Councillor MJ Greenwood 

Tuesday
08 December 2015

Parkes Chamber of Commerce meeting
Councillor AJ Ward and Economic and Business 
Development Manager A Wyllie

Wednesday
09 December 2015

Elvis Festival Committee Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith and Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Wednesday
09 December 2015

Tullamore & District Community Consultative Committee 
meeting Councillor GW Pratt

Thursday 
10 December 2015

Parkes Life Action Group meeting 
Mayor KJ Keith and Cr BJ McCorkell

Friday
11 December 2015

Parkes High School End of Year Assembly
Mayor KJ Keith

Friday
11 December 2015

Parkes Ministers Association Christmas lunch
Mayor KJ Keith
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Date Function
Friday
11 December 2015

Lachlan Shire Mayor's Christmas Dinner 
Mayor KJ Keith and Mrs. Sue Keith

Sunday
13 December 2015

Carols in the Park 
Parkes Community Event - Mayor KJ Keith will be MC for the 
evening
All Councillors

Monday
14 December 2015

Morning tea at Parkes Hospital Maternity Unit
Mayor KJ Keith

Monday
14 December 2015

Parkes High School Annual Presentation Evening 
Mayor KJ Keith and Mrs. Sue Keith

Monday
14 December 2015

Parkes Australia Day Committee
Deputy Mayor BF Newton, Councillors AJ Ward (Chair) and 
MJ Greenwood

Attachments

Nil.
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7.2 Mayoral Minute - Coming known events for Mayor and Councillors 

Executive Summary

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or 
Senior Staff in relation to community events or civic matters.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted
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Report

Date Function
Tuesday
15 December 2015

Charles Sturt University - Dubbo campus Graduation Ceremony
Mayor KJ Keith and Councillor MJ Greenwood

Tuesday
15 December 2015

Council Meeting
All Councillors and Senior Staff

Meetings prior to Council meeting

Waste Facilities
Member Councillors: Cr KJ Keith, Cr BF Newton, Cr RC 
Haddin, Cr KM McGrath, Cr GW Pratt and Cr AJ Ward
Together with Kent Boyd General Manager, Steven Campbell 
Director Planning and Environment, Manager Planning Service 
A Cummings, Senior Development Officer H Orr and Strategic 
Planner Michael Carter 

Airport Sub Committee
Member Councillors: Cr KJ Keith, Cr AJ Ward, Cr RC Haddin, 
Cr M Greenwood and Cr B McCorkell
Together with Kent Boyd General Manager, Steven Campbell 
Director Planning and Environment, Les Finn Director 
Technology & Corporate Services, Director Engineering 
Services B Howard, Economic and Business Development 
Manager Anna Wyllie, Manager Support Services S Ross

Risk Review Committee
Member Councillors: Cr BF Newton, Cr RC Haddin 
Together with General Manager Kent Boyd, Director 
Technology and Corporate Services L Finn, Manager 
Governance and Corporate Strategy B Byrnes, Chief Financial 
Officer O Jensen, Management Accountant L Nash

Road Naming Committee
Member Councillors: Cr's BJ McCorkell, KM McGrath, PJ Smith 
and LA O'Leary 
Together with Director Engineering Services B Howard 

Projects and Infrastructure Naming Committee meeting
All Councillors

HPC Masterplan Workshop
All Councillors

Wednesday
16 December 2015

Rural Fire Service (Service Agreement) Meeting
Deputy Mayor BF Newton and Councillor RC Haddin

Thursday
17 December 2015

Parkes Neighbourhood Central Board of Management Meeting
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Friday
18 December 2015

Skillset December Board Meeting
Councillor RC Haddin
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Date Functions

Monday
21 December 2015

Indoor Pool Committee Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith, Councillor McCorkell (Chair), Councillors RC 
Haddin, KM McGrath, General Manager K Boyd, Director 
Engineering Services B Howard and manager Support 
Services S Ross

Tuesday
22 December 2015

Meals on Wheels Committee meeting
Councillor PJ Smith

Monday
28 December 2015

Peak Hill Community Consultative Committee Meeting
Councillor LA O'Leary

Wednesday
06 January 2016

3.00pm - 2016 Wall of Fame - Robie Porter
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

4.00pm - Meet & Greet - Parkes Elvis Festival 2016 - US Tribute 
Artist Donny Edwards
All Councillors

Wednesday
06 January 2016

6.00pm - Opening Night - 2016 Photo Competition Exhibition
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Thursday
07 January 2016

6.30am - Elvis Express Departs from Central Station
Mayor KJ Keith and Manager Economic & Business 
Development Manager A Wyllie

7.00am Poets Breakfast
Deputy Mayor BF Newton

2.00pm Elvis Express  Orange East Fork
Mayor KJ Keith, Councillor GW Pratt and Manager Economic & 
Business Development Manager A Wyllie

4.00pm - Elvis Express arrives at Parkes Railway Station
All Councillors

Sponsors and Official Guests Dinner
Mayor KJ Keith, General Manager K Boyd

Miss Priscilla Dinner
Deputy Mayor BF newton and Dr Rick Newton

ClubsNSW Keno Feature Concert 'Donny Edwards Live from Las 
Vegas'
Mayor KJ Keith and Mrs. Sue Keith, General Manager K Boyd
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Date Functions
Friday
08 January 2016

Paddock to Plate
Councillor representative

Friday
08 January 2016

Sponsors and Official Guests Reception
Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor BF Newton, General manager K 
Boyd

Saturday
09 January 2016

10.00am Northparkes Mines Street parade
Mayor KJ Keith

11.30am Official Opening 2016 Parkes Elvis Festival
Mayor KJ Keith

12.30pm VIP Guests Luncheon
Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor BF Newton, General Manager K 
Boyd

2.00pm Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Final
Mayor K J Keith and Deputy Mayor BF Newton

Sunday
10 January 2016

9.00am Gospel Service 
Mayor KJ Keith

11.30am Elvis Renewal of Vows
Mayor KJ Keith

1.00pm The Winners Circle
Mayor KJ Keith

Monday 
11 January 2016

8.00am Farewell Elvis Express from Parkes Railway Station
All Councillors

Tuesday
12 January 2016

Sports Council Meeting
2nd Tuesday of each month (except January and July) 8.00pm at the 
Parkes Leagues Club (7.00pm in summer months)
Councillors Greenwood and O’Leary 

Wednesday
13 January 2016

Parkes Chamber of Commerce meeting - various venues
(Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month)
Councillor AJ Ward (Councillor McCorkell is alternate)

Wednesday
13 January 2016

7.30pm Tullamore & District Community Consultative Committee 
meeting  - meets second Wednesday of each month at the Tullamore 
Bowling Club
Deputy Mayor BF Newton (alternate is Cr GW Pratt)
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Date Functions
Friday
15 January 2015

5.00pm Elvis Volunteers Thankyou at Parkes Bowling and Sports 
Club
Mayor KJ Keith

Tuesday
19 January 2016

Ordinary Council meeting
All Councillors and Senior Staff

Meetings prior
Waste Facilities Committee meeting
Member Councillors: Cr KJ Keith, Cr BF Newton, Cr RC Haddin, 
Cr KM McGrath, Cr GW Pratt and Cr AJ Ward.
Together with Kent Boyd General Manager, Steven Campbell 
Director Planning and Environment, Manager Planning Service 
A Cummings, Senior Development Officer H Orr and Strategic 
Planner Michael Carter 

Economic Development Committee Meeting
Member Councillors: Cr KJ Keith, Cr Newton, Cr AJ Ward, Cr RC 
Haddin, Cr M Greenwood and Cr B McCorkell
Together with Kent Boyd General Manager, Steven Campbell 
Director Planning and Environment, Les Finn Director 
Technology & Corporate Services, Economic and Business 
Development Manager Anna Wyllie 

Economic Development - Airport Sub Committee Meeting
Member Councillors: Cr KJ Keith, Cr AJ Ward, Cr RC Haddin, Cr 
M Greenwood and Cr B McCorkell
Together with Kent Boyd General Manager, Steven Campbell 
Director Planning and Environment, Les Finn Director 
Technology & Corporate Services, Director Engineering 
Services B Howard, Economic and Business Development 
Manager Anna Wyllie, Manager Support Services S Ross

Cultural Committee meeting
Member Councillors: Cr BF Newton, Cr PJ Smith, Cr MJ 
Greenwood(Alternate)
Together with Director Technology and Corporate Services L 
Finn, Chief Financial Officer O Jensen, Economic and Business 
Development Manager A Wyllie, Manager Culture, Education and 
Library Services S Buckle and Tourism and Economic Project 
Officer K Hendry

Workshop to Review Henry Parkes Centre Masterplan
All Councillors

Workshop to review draft Contaminated Lands Policy
All Councillors
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Attachments

Nil.
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7.3 Mayoral Minute - Centroc Board and Annual General Meeting held 26 November 
2015 

Executive Summary

I attended the Centroc Board meeting and AGM at the Molong RSL Club 26 November 
2015.  

Following is a report of the meeting for Councillors information.

Background Information

Centroc is a voluntary regional collaboration of councils in Central NSW. It exists to advocate 
for and improve operational efficiencies of its member councils - Bathurst, Blayney, 
Boorowa, Cabonne, Cowra, Forbes, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western Regional Council, 
Oberon, Orange, Parkes, Upper Lachlan, Weddin, Young and Central Tablelands Water.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report be received and noted.

Report

I attended the Centroc Board meeting and AGM at the Molong RSL Club 26 November 
2015.  

Following is a report of the meeting for Councillors information.

Presentation - Ms Alison Morgan, Senior  Co-ordinator for the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet provided advice about her role and its fit with Joint Organisations.

SEGRA Conference – In October the Centroc Chair Cr Bill West attended the Sustainable 
Economic Growth for Regional Australia (SEGRA) Conference. Communities across 
Australia confront similar challenges to ours in Central NSW but they tackle them differently.

The speech by Warren Truss at the conference dinner was insightful in that it reflected his 
respect for SEGRA and understanding of the issues facing regional communities across 
Australia. His positive commentary regarding Inland Rail was received enthusiastically by the 
audience.

The Chair met Daniel Masters, responsible for the financial assessment of the dam on the 
Belubula. His presentation on the modelling his assessment team use for infrastructure 
projects is being followed up by Centroc staff.
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Transport Infrastructure –On October 6 the Chair met with Fiona Simson, NRMA Board 
Member for Regional NSW and Wal Setkiewicz, Senior Economic Adviser NRMA Motoring + 
Services.
 
The NRMA provided advice that they are keen to see collaborative work on prioritisation 
across the State.

In an update from Transport for NSW on securing the corridor between the M7 and 
Kurrajong, it is anticipated that TfNSW will be in a position within the next few weeks to 
arrange a workshop with Centroc representatives to review the short-listing of corridor 
options.

The Transport for NSW Central Western JO region assessment of future cargo demand was 
received and provided to members. 

Directors of Infrastructure/Engineering as well as Council Roads Engineers, met on the 
Regional Road Freight Transport in Orange on 27 October. The meeting was very 
successful with nine councils represented. A resolution of the meeting was to establish an 
ongoing team with a structure similar to that of REROC’s successful Transport Group.

Water Security – The Board had resolved to adopt the Project Slippage Policy. The 
objective of this policy is to set out the approved guidelines for the management of project 
slippage when Centroc member Councils that are party to a regional contract, fail to meet 
project milestones as set out in a regional contract within the timeframe agreed.

A meeting was held in Blayney on 13 November with David Harris, CEO Water NSW, 
Andrew George, Executive Manager Strategic Engineering and Dan Berry, Manager Basin 
Planning. A tour of the proposed dam site also took place. State Members, Mr Andrew Gee 
and Ms Katrina Hodgkinson were notified of the meeting.

Health – Follow up continues in advocating to the Federal Government regarding the 
Funding for Beyond the Range, Funding for health and medical infrastructure for councils. 
Support is also being sought for Procedural General Practitioners and medical training 
positions in Central NSW. The Board will also undertake further advocacy for the (PGPPP) 
Prevocational General Practice Placements Program. 

A formal Letter of thanks will be forwarded onto the Dean of Medicine for his advice to the 
Chair on the James Cook University, also to Ms Julia Andrews who has done a remarkable 
job getting the Beyond the Range Website, toolkit and social media sites up and running, 
and regrouping of the Centroc Health Workforce Group.

The Beyond the Range website was officially launched by the Hon Fiona Nash in Forbes 4 
November.

Telecommunications - The determination of key telecommunications infrastructure 
priorities for the region (joint approach with Centroc) is in the Regional Development 
Australia Central West (RDACW) Annual Business Plan for the 2015-2016 financial year so 
there is a level of commitment to undertake this work subject to the issues raised in previous 
advice being satisfactorily addressed. Subject to confirmation from the RDACW Board and 
development of a workable resource plan, work is expected for early next year. This will 
include work on the Mobile Blackspot program.
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Given the relative inflexibility of NBN on amending its roll-out program to better suit Centroc 
members, the Board resolved to reprioritise Telecommunications as a subset of Regional 
Development.

Regional Development –An Agriculture scoping meeting with an industry expert was held in 
Forbes on 10 November. The objective of this work was to identify what role, if any, Local 
Government has in supporting agriculture. Attendance included representatives from 
Councils, the Department of Primary Industry, the Department of Premier and Cabinet and 
RDA Central West. From this advice further activity will be undertaken under the auspices of 
the Executive.

The Regional Round Table 12 November being co-ordinated through the Hon Sarah 
Mitchell’s office was unfortunately cancelled due to the Royal visit and a date in February is 
currently being pursued. In its stead, a meeting was held with the Hon John Barilaro and the 
Hon Sarah Mitchell with representatives from Centroc being Cr Bill West, Cr Gary Rush, Mr 
D Sherley, Ms J Bennett and Ms Meredith Macpherson. RDA Central West was represented 
by Mr Alan McCormack. Follow-up from this meeting is being undertaken on progressing the 
region’s infrastructure priorities.

The “Invitation to Co-design,” a project that identifies the data needs to inform investment in 
the region is a deliberative strategy to challenge notions of what “collaboration” is. It is hoped 
that this process will show key stakeholders the way Councils collaborate in their ROC with a 
view to informing future collaborative activities particularly with State partners where the 
experience throughout the JO Pilot is that there is poor shared understanding of what 
collaboration involves. This poor understanding carries with it the risk of poor outcomes for 
future JOs and their member Councils, as various stakeholders, think they are collaborating 
when in fact they are not. This will take place early in the new year.  All member Councils 
have been invited to participate where the advice generated will inform the review of ABS 
and optimal data gathering in the region.

Planning - Everything has being done to optimise the Central West Regional Plan (the 
Plan). Centroc, working in collaboration with RDACW has had carriage of the Infrastructure 
Issues Paper. Please request an Inputs Paper which provides advice on the work Councils 
have undertaken to inform the Plan.

It would also appear that the scope for the Plan has stepped towards a more land use focus 
rather than a more regional development focus. Changes in time frames, scope, outputs and 
ultimately its name suggest further iterations of the Regional Plan will require a revised 
approach.

JO Pilot – At a meeting with Minister for Local Government, Paul Toole held 2 November, 
with Deputy Chair Cr Gary Rush and Ms J Bennett and the Chair. Key messages from the 
meeting were:

• Extra resources for the Department of Premier and Cabinet will not be needed when 
legislation brings the State to the table on intergovernmental collaboration to do the requisite 
planning etc.

• JO will be able to procure on behalf of members and the Minister would like written 
follow up.
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• JO and Rural Councils – the Minister indicated that at this time he is not interested in 
this model and will not revisit it for 12 months.

At the recent OLG workshop on 8 October , there were three separate streams of activity at 
the Workshop and Centroc attendees spread themselves between them. These were: 
supporting Rural Councils, JO entity considerations and potential tools to support 
collaboration and JOs in the future. All outcomes are published documents and can be found 
on the OLG Fit for the Future website http://www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au/joint-
organisations
Development on the MoU with the Department of Premier and Cabinet will be progressed 
through the Executive.

Member Council operational support – In terms of new programming, Centroc and Office 
of Environment and Heritage (OEH) have contributed funds to the scoping of regional 
renewable energy projects. The progress to date is a formal Request for Quotation (RFQ) 
process which was undertaken to find a suitably experience organisation to assist Centroc 
member Councils (and Dubbo City Council) to progress a regional scale renewable energy 
project to realise cost savings, environmental and other community benefits. The objective of 
the work is to attract innovation into the region and access ARENA (or other) funding.

The project will initially consist of two workshops, aiming to identify regional renewable 
energy projects. The first workshop was held on Friday 13 November in Orange.

There has been a substantial amount of ongoing activity being undertaken collaboratively in 
support of member operations. This includes:

• net savings to members under these programs since December 14 2009 of $2,9m;
• an insurance review;
• a review of the way we collaboratively procure electricity;
• a growing number of regional contracts eg fuel suppliers, telecommunications;
• demonstrating that Local Government delivers best practice in providing quality secure 

water supply and sewerage services;
• tailoring training needs to members including growing the number of courses that offer  

cost effective compliance through the award online training service;
• providing advice to the screen industry; and
• substantive grant funding.

The collaborative activity going on in this region is valuable. This has been a busy year for 
our regional group with Local Government reform and it is always inspiring to see the degree 
of co-operation across the region at Centroc Board meetings. 

Centroc AGM

Cr Bill West, Mayor of Cowra was re-elected as Chair and Cr Gary Rush, Mayor of Bathurst 
was re-elected as Deputy Chair. Executive members are Cr M Statham, Mayor of Lithgow, 
Cr K Keith, Mayor of Parkes, Cr Phyllis Miller, Mayor of Forbes, Cr John Medcalf Mayor of 
Lachlan and Cr John Davis Mayor of Orange. Their respective General Managers form the 
General Manager Executive. Delegates were elected to various bodies such as the Bells 
Line Expressway Group and the Western Regional Sports Academy. 
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Cr West directed attention to the Annual Report which shows a growing amount of activity 
being undertaken by Centroc. He will be writing to all Councillors providing further advice on 
both the Annual Report and the Joint Organisation Pilot.

The dates for meetings next year were resolved with the Board resolving to receive a report 
on a potential Summit before the Federal election next year.

Executive Officer

Finally, the Board endorsed the renewal of Ms Jennifer Bennett’s contract for a further five 
year term. Ms Bennett has served the region very well over the past four and a half years 
and her experience and expertise will be invaluable as we charter uncertain waters over the 
next 12-18 months. 

I commend this report to you for noting.

Attachments

Nil.
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7.4 Mayoral Minute - Council Agreement to take control of Old Hospital Site 

Executive Summary

I am very pleased to report that earlier today Andrew Gee MP, Member for Orange 
announced the agreement struck between Health Infrastructure, (on behalf of the Ministry of 
Health and Western NSW Local Health Council) and Parkes Shire Council, in relation to the 
divestment of the old Parkes Hospital. 

The General Manager and I executed the Heads of Agreement which sets a decisive path 
for the old hospital to avoid the buildings falling into disrepair.

Background Information

Council has been in discussions for some time with Health Infrastructure regarding the best 
method of managing the existing hospital site. Council would recall the report of 03 
November 2015 and 1 December 2015 to closed Council outlining negotiations with Health 
Infrastructure. 

As resolved on 1 December 2015, the Heads of Agreement has been signed.

Legislative or Policy Implications

This project has not been forecast in Council's budgets or plans. 

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Terms have been negotiated which do not disadvantage the community. We believe there 
will be a positive benefit in the long run. 

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.
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Report

Andrew Gee MP, Member for Orange today announced the plans for the old Parkes hospital 
site, following the hospital’s relocation to its new $72.8M facility in November 2015.

As Council is aware the construction of the new Parkes Hospital is part of the $113.7M 
Lachlan Health Service project which has been delivered on schedule, and brings to fruition 
the community’s vision of a new hospital for the Parkes region. It also brings to a conclusion 
more than 20 years of lobbying by Council. 

As part of the Lachlan Health Service project, Health Infrastructure conducted a 
comprehensive assessment and consultation process to determine the best use of the old 
hospital site. 

Based on the results of the assessment and subsequent discussions between Health 
Infrastructure and Council, it has been determined that demolition of some of the hospital 
buildings allowing reuse of the site is the best option for the community.

The concept at this early stage is to convert the site to a residential subdivision with a 
community hall and a childcare service. Council’s vision is to reuse the Community Health 
Service building located on the north-eastern side of the old hospital site to expand Council's 
Family Day Care Service which provides a valuable service to families across a very large 
region including Parkes, Forbes, Condobolin and Eugowra. Council also believes that the old 
Education Building on the south-eastern corner of the block could be reused as a community 
building by many community groups. All other buildings will be demolished.

As part of the agreement with Health Infrastructure, Parkes Shire Council will take full control 
and responsibility of the site. Appropriate approvals will be obtained for the reuse of the 
buildings and any subdivision work. 

Site fences will be installed for security and safety reasons. Council will then endeavour to 
move as quickly as possible to demolish the old buildings and rehabilitate the site to ensure 
that it does not become an eye sore or derelict. A Review of Environmental Factors has 
been completed and approval granted for the demolition work.

NSW Health Infrastructure and Council appreciate the significance of the old hospital site 
and have ensured that plaques and other key historical items from the old hospital are 
displayed appropriately in the new hospital.

Council is aware of the deliberations and that the decision to take responsibility for the 
redevelopment of the old hospital site was not one that we took lightly. There was a 
comprehensive investigation that went into the process, but we feel we have reached the 
best decision for the community to ensure that we don't have empty buildings which may fall 
into disrepair sitting in the middle of a beautiful residential area. Council aims to move as 
quickly as possible, to clear the site, but the community will need to understand that it will 
take time to rehabilitate and the fences maybe in place for some time. 
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Health Infrastructure has been very professional and community minded in their 
development of the new hospital and with our negotiations to divest the old hospital site. The 
final result for our community will be a state of the art hospital on a site where it can be 
expanded or ancillary health services added, and the old hospital site appropriately 
managed for and adapted for the betterment of our community. 

We believe this is a great result all round and we praise the State Government for a well-
managed community project.

Attachments

Nil

8 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS

9 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
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10 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
10.1 (GM) State of the Shire Update 

Executive Summary

In response to Council's request at its last meeting, a condensed version of the Parkes Shire 
Council Annual Report 2014/15 has been designed.  It has been titled Parkes Shire Council 
State of the Shire Report and aims to provide a quick, visual account of our 2014/15 year for 
distribution throughout the community.  This new report was displayed through our recent 
community engagement campaign "State of the Shire" at the Peak Hill "Meet You Up the 
Street" and the Parkes "Sparkle in the Park" Christmas Markets.  These recent community 
events provided a great opportunity to present Council's operations and achievements from 
the previous financial year (2014/15) and reiterate our commitment to community 
engagement within the Shire.

Background Information

Community workshops and engagement activities have been held around the Shire over the 
past 3 years to determine community wants and needs and report back to the community. 
The State of the Shire activities are also a key activity under Council's Community 
Engagement Continuum and represent an opportunity to further engage and inform our local 
community in Council's works. 

At its meeting of 30 November 2015, Council resolved (res.15- 470) for an abbreviated 
document of Council's 2014/15 Annual Report be developed.  This document was created to 
align with Council's State of the Shire Community Engagement activities

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

The community engagement budget was used to fund the information session costs 
including promotion and advertising for the sessions. Staff costs associated with the 
information sessions will be covered by the respective staff wages budgets.  The costs 
associated with the State of the Shire Report have been funded from the Integrated Planning 
and Reporting budget.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Report

The State of the Shire campaign aimed to provide Council information to the community by 
"going to" the community and utilising existing community events rather than calling public 
meetings. Shire residents and community members were given the opportunity to converse 
with Council staff, receive information regarding Council's Delivery Program, operational 
works and programs as well as project and upcoming initiatives. 

It is hoped by utilising this format into the future that Council will engage with a wider and 
more diverse audience. 

Council set up stalls at the Peak Hill meet you up the Street and the "Sparkle in the Park" 
Christmas Markets. Over 300 people perused the two stands and interacted with Council 
Staff members. 

Council's stalls included large infographic banners summarising the achievements for each 
future direction as well as an infographic banner for the 2015/16 Budget and Operational 
Plan. Copies of existing Council reports and the newly created State of the Shire report were 
available.  At the Parkes Markets, the Main Street Issues Paper and feedback sheets were 
available to gather community feedback on how the main street can be improved. 

Negotiations are continuing with the remaining townships regarding appropriate events to 
attend and present the "State of the Shire" information. 

The State of the Shire Report received great feedback and as a result has been 
professionally printed, ready for circulation throughout the community.
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Peak Hill "Meet You up the Street" exhibit
Back Row: Mayor Ken Keith, Cr Louise O'Leary, Danny O'Leary.  Front Row: Jane Jones, 
Brad Byrnes and Les Finn 

Mayor Ken Keith, Anna Wyllie and John Kennedy at the Parkes "Sparkle in the Park" 
Christmas Markets Council exhibit.

Attachments

1. Parkes Shire Council State of the Shire Report 2014/15 is attached under separate 
cover.
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10.2 (GM) Council Priorities for Federal Election 

Executive Summary

As Council is aware there will be a Federal Government election prior to January 2017. As 
has been the previous practice of this Council a list of priority infrastructure has been 
prepared to inform the incumbent government and prospective candidates of our priorities.  

The priorities have been extracted from various sources and are listed below in no particular 
order. Council's review is now sought.

Inland Rail and the Parkes National Logistics HUB
Parkes Heavy Vehicle Bypass
Parkes Southern Ring Road
Telecommunication Upgrade 
Agriculture Value Adding - Parkes Demonstration Project
Bells Line Expressway
Parkes Airport Business Park
Parkes CBD Vibrancy Project

Background Information

The House of Representatives expires three years after its first meeting but can be dissolved 
earlier. The latest possible date for the next House of Representatives election is 14 January 
2017.

The terms of Senators elected for six years in 2010 expire on 30 June 2017. The earliest 
possible date for the next half-Senate election is 6 August 2016 and the latest possible date 
is 13 May 2017.

The earliest possible date for the next simultaneous House of Representatives and half-
Senate election is 6 August 2016 and the latest possible date is 14 January 2017.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Negligible

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to:
3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible
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Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Possibly favourable.

Recommendation

1. That Council review the proposed priorities and accept or amend as considered 
appropriate.

Report

The proposed federal infrastructure priority list is provided below for consideration;

Melbourne Brisbane Inland Rail and the Parkes National Logistics HUB

The Inland Rail continues to be one of the most important Infrastructure projects for 
Australia. Efficient supply chains are critical, particularly for inland Australia where for 
example freight can account for over 20% of farm gate value. Much of the freight moved on 
the eastern seaboard and from inland is by long-haul road, yet we know the cost of freight 
movement on a modern, efficient rail system is potentially less than half the cost of road and 
generates less than 30% of the greenhouse gas emissions per tonne kilometre, with an 
accident rate seven times safer than road freight.

Intrinsic with an efficient rail system is the nodes which provide inter-modal connectivity. The 
Parkes National Logistics Hub is a node of national significance with the potential to enable 
freight movements north, south, east and west, open up competition and put significant 
efficiencies in the supply chain. The Parkes Hub has the potential to create jobs and regional 
growth, it is one of the most exciting industrial developments in Australia as it is among the 
largest greenfield intermodal site in New South Wales and potentially Australia and has been 
identified as critical to realising the ultimate benefits of investment of Inland Rail.

Request

Parkes Shire Council would like to see the Federal Government commit to funding 
the Melbourne Brisbane Inland Rail project.

Council would also like to work with the Federal Government to implement the 
recommendations from the Inland Rail Business Case, including the development of 
critical infrastructure such as the Parkes National Logistics Hub to ensure the Inland 
Rail's efficacy.
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Parkes Heavy Vehicle Bypass
Around 1500 trucks move through the Parkes CBD every day. The State Government has 
recognised the impact and announced funding for a Heavy Vehicle Bypass. 

The Parkes Western Ring Road Project (Heavy Vehicle Bypass) will facilitate the movement 
of freight more efficiently from Melbourne to Brisbane by extending access to high 
productivity vehicles (HPV). Importantly the route avoids four geometrically substandard 
intersections which currently limit the extension of access for HPV on the Newell Highway 
South of Dubbo.

The development of the Heavy Vehicle Bypass is estimated to remove around 1500 heavy 
vehicles per day from the Parkes retail district, significantly improving local access, amenity 
and safety.

It will also provide direct Newell Highway access to the Parkes National Logistics Hub and 
avoid two railway level crossings. Construction of the Heavy Vehicle Bypass will;
1. Remove around 1500 heavy vehicle through-traffic from the town centre.
2. Improve motorist and pedestrian safety.
3. Improve traffic flow in Parkes, particularly east-west.
4. Improve the amenity of the retail district for shoppers, residents and workers.
5. Substantially reduce heavy vehicle noise and stock created odour
6. Substantially facilitate access of HPV on the Newell Highway from Dubbo to Victoria 

by avoiding four geometrically substandard intersections
7. Removes two railway level crossings for Heavy Vehicles travelling through Parkes 

reducing delays and improving level crossing safety
8. Removes the urban conflict of local traffic and trucks
9. Provides unimpeded Heavy vehicle access to the Parkes National Logistics Hub
10. Provides an alternative railway crossing point 

Request

Federal financial support in conjunction with the State Government for the 
construction of the Parkes Heavy vehicle bypass would be very beneficial to this 
national transport route and the town of Parkes.

Parkes Southern Ring Road

The Parkes Southern Ring-Road project is part of the planned circulating road network 
around Parkes designed to optimise traffic movement while protecting urban amenity. The 
Southern Ring-Road will be a purpose-built Higher Mass Limit (HML), Restricted Access 
Vehicle (RAV) accessible route from the Newell Highway (A39) south of Parkes to the Henry 
Parkes Way (MR 61E) east of Parkes. 

The Ring Road will facilitate circulating freight movement about and through Parkes 
complimenting Parkes industrial Estate, Regional Airport and intermodal Transport HUB and 
provide ease of access to regional productivity sites such as the GrainCorp silos at 
Mugincoble and Central West Livestock exchange. It is envisioned that the Southern Ring 
Road will complement the current planning of the Inland Rail and Parkes Bypass projects.
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Request

The Southern Ring Road needs Federal and State Government support and funding, 
it is a greenfield site which has the potential to drive economic efficiencies in the 
logistics supply chain. Council would like government to invest in developing the 
Parkes Southern Ring Road to allow these efficiencies to be realised.  

Telecommunication Upgrade 
Technology has the power to address the tyranny of distance which is often spoken about as 
being a disadvantage to regional areas. Technology can enable businesses to operate in 
regional areas at lower overhead costs but businesses need their telecommunications to be  
fast and reliable. 

In Parkes there is a lack of internet availability now. There is also limited mobile phone 
service to several areas in the shire. 

Request:
Council welcomes the federal Government's announcement that NBN will be rolled out in 
Parkes and Peak Hill late in 2016 and their commitment to mobile phone black spot funding.

Council requests that the Federal continue their funding of mobile phone black spots in 
regional areas and expedite the roll out of the NBN to all areas.

In particular we would like the government to;

 Include the Parkes Regional Airport and the Parkes National Logistics HUB in the 
NBN hardwire service area. 

 Address the mobile phone blackspot areas in the shire, particularly the eastern side 
of the Parkes township.

Agriculture Value Adding - Parkes Demonstration Project

Agriculture is the third largest employer within the Parkes Shire employing approximately 
700 people or 11.8% of the workforce and contributes over $170 million to the GRP. The 
Parkes Shire believes there is an opportunity to leverage from our competitive advantages in 
agriculture and seek opportunities to value add to agricultural sector including processing 
facilities and service centre activities such as a centralised storage and distribution point for 
fertiliser, chemicals and fuel.

The global population continues to grow, which is driving demand for food. The Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry project the real value of world agrifood demand in 
2050 to be 77% higher. Most of the projected rise occurs in Asia, where agrifood demand is 
expected to double over the projection period, particularly driven by the expanding wealthy 
middle classes.

The projected increase in the real value of global agrifood demand is greatest for vegetables 
and fruit, meats, dairy products, cereals and fish. The real value of Australia’s agrifood 
exports in 2050 is projected to be 140% higher than in 2007, equating to an annual average 
increase of 2.1%. 
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The governments agriculture white paper identifies we need to take advantage of the fact 
that we have a smart well developed agriculture sector, good food safety, good 
environmental credentials, leading edge technology and an educated/skilled workforce, 
capable of capitalising on the emerging megatrends as identified. The white paper puts it 
perfectly, "With the right supply chains and product differentiation, a premium product gets a 
premium price. We may never be the food bowl for all of Asia but we do have an opportunity 
to be its favourite delicatessen.".

Request:
Council believes that the Federal Government needs to support more research and 
development tailored to the community needs. 

Government needs to encourage financially, creative agricultural thinking to ensure 
Regional communities such as Parkes can effectively position themselves to take 
advantage of these emerging markets and ensure as much as possible that the 
profits are kept locally. This means that more development needs to be done to 
ensure that value adding to agriculture products happens as close as possible to the 
"farm gate".

To achieve these goals regional agricultural communities need the assistance of the 
Federal Government to help connect our markets to Asia but also to invest in 
agricultural research and development.

Funding for a demonstration project centred on the Parkes Region would be a valued 
project. 

Bells Line Expressway
Access to Sydney is critical for the development and prosperity of the central west.

Request:
Council believes that the Federal Government needs to work with the State 
Government to develop better access to Sydney from the west. 

Parkes Airport Business Park
Council has invested over $5m in refurbishing the infrastructure at the Parkes Regional 
Airport. The airport services a large region extending beyond Forbes and Condobolin. 
Council is now very keen to further develop business activities at the Airport by delivering the 
masterplan objectives of an aerodrome business park. 

Request:
Council would like government to invest in developing the Parkes Regional Airport 
Business Park.
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Parkes CBD Vibrancy Project
Council is well advanced with the Parkes CBD vibrancy strategy. The strategy aims to create 
urban renewal.  

Request:
Council would like government to invest in the Parkes CBD vibrancy project.

Attachments

Nil
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10.3 (GM) Procurement of Commercial Properties 

Executive Summary

As previously discussed in confidential reports to Council, several commercial premises 
have been offered or sought as long-term strategic investments.

Negotiations have now concluded in accordance with Council's directions in relation to the 
former Commonwealth Bank building in Clarinda Street and the former Parkes Picture 
Palace Theatre in Dalton Street. A formal resolution to complete the acquisitions is now 
required. 

Background Information

Council would recall confidential reports guiding negotiation to meetings on 23 April 204, 17 
February 2015, 17 November 2015 and 1 December 2015.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Council has a history of strategic investments.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The former Commonwealth Bank Building at 203 Clarinda Street Parkes, being Lot 41 
DP787512, has an agreed price of $450,000. The former Parkes Picture Palace Theatre, at 
25 Dalton Street Parkes, being Lot 14 & 20 DP758827, has an agreed price of $390,000.

Ongoing operational costs would directly impact Council's operational budgets. A two (2) 
year lease is in place for Council's Project Management office to occupy the former 
Commonwealth Bank Building and the Generocity Church lease the former Parkes Picture 
Palace Theatre, which will defray some of the operational costs.
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Funds for the acquisition would be from the "Future Fund Works Reserve", being funds 
predominately recovered from legal proceedings against financial institutions responsible for 
Council losses during the Global Financial Crisis.

Recommendation

1. That Council agree to purchase the former Commonwealth Bank Building at 203 
Clarinda Street Parkes, being Lot 41 DP787512 for $450,000. 

2. That Council agree to purchase the former Parkes Picture Palace Theatre at 25 
Dalton Street Parkes, being Lot 14 & 20 DP758827 for $390,000.

3. That the seal of Council be applied as required to effect the acquisition.

4. That all land be declared operational land on acquisition.

Report

Former Parkes Picture Palace Theatre at 25 Dalton Street Parkes being Lots 14 & 20 
DP758827

This property, together with the adjacent property (purchased earlier in 2015) is situated in 
the civic precinct. Together they provide an envelope to expand the civic precinct as/if 
deemed necessary by the community in the future. Inquiry has indicated that asking price is 
fair market value.

Former Commonwealth Bank Building at 203 Clarinda Street Parkes being Lot 41 
DP787512

Acquisition is proposed on the following basis;
 It is currently under lease by Council for approximately two years which would allow 

easy access for design development,

 Grants can be sought where a premises is owned,

 Council will have two years to consider the merit of developing the building into a 
cultural space, as per the delivery program strategy,

 If the building was not developed into a cultural space, it could be re-let as a 
commercial premise or used as a Council main street shop-front.

 It is in a prime CBD location

 It has rear parking and rear lane access

 It is at a commercially advantageous price of $450,000 and therefore considered fair 
market value,

 It is a relatively modern building with architectural character 

 It appears to be a sound commercial investment
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On acquisition of the property, Council is required to classify the land as either Operational 
or Community Land. As the properties are likely to be subject to some commercial 
operations, it is proposed that the land be classified as Operational, which will assist in 
establishing appropriate leases or licences.

Attachments

1. Locality Map
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10.4 (GM) Declaration of Public Holidays for Parkes Shire Show Day in 2016 and 2017 

Executive Summary

At its meeting of 17 November 2015, Council considered correspondence from the NSW 
Government Treasury outlining the administrative process and providing information 
guidelines for local Councils to apply to the Minister for Industrial relations for the declaration 
of any local public holidays and local event days for 2016 and 2017 under the Public 
Holidays Act 2010.

Background Information

In November of each year, the Department of Industrial Relations invites Councils to submit 
dates to be observed as public holidays and half holidays within the respective Council 
areas.  All local holidays in New South Wales for the forthcoming calendar year are then 
considered and appointed by the Minister in the one Government Gazette notice.  This 
notice is published in the Government Gazette in December.  Confirmation advice of the 
Minister's approval is forwarded to Council in advance of the Gazette publication date.  

NSW Government Treasury have advised that following a review of the current guidelines by 
NSW Industrial Relations, it is proposed to implement a number of amendments to reduce 
the administrative burden on Councils regarding the process for the making of annual 
applications under the Act. These amendments will enable applications to be made for the 
declaration of full or part-day public holidays and local event days for two consecutive years.

Historically, Council has sought the advice of local PA & H Associations for days to be 
gazetted as local public holidays for their respective show days.

Council resolved at its meeting of 17 November 2015 to seek comments from the respective 
Show Society's, Community Groups and local businesses on this issue.  A public notice was 
also placed in the local media and on Council's website inviting comments from members of 
the public.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily affect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to:
3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities
4.  Grow and Diversify the Economic Base

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Status Quo

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate
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Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That Council make application to the Department of Industrial Relations for the 
gazettal of public holidays and half holidays for the Shows in the Parkes district for 
2016 and 2017 as requested by the various P A & H Associations with the respective 
times and boundaries defined as follows

Trundle
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 17 August 2016 and Wednesday 16 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Trundle along with neighbouring Suburb of Bogan 
Gate and Suburb Bruie Plains. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council 
website.

Peak Hill
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 24 August 2016 and Wednesday 23 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Peak Hill. As per boundaries detailed on the 
Parkes Shire Council website.

Parkes
Public Holiday from 12 noon - 5.00pm Tuesday 30 August 2016 and Tuesday 29 August 
2017 to be declared for Parkes Suburb, Suburb Tichborne, Suburb Nelungaloo, Suburb 
Gunningbland, Suburb Cooks Myall, Suburb Goonumbla, Suburb Alectown: along with 
neighbouring part Suburb Mandagery and part Suburb Cookamidgera within the Parkes 
Local Government Area. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council website.
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Report

NSW Government Treasury have advised that "following a review of the current guidelines 
by NSW Industrial Relations, it is proposed to implement a number of amendments to 
reduce the administrative burden on Councils regarding the process for the making of annual 
applications under the Act. These amendments will enable applications to be made for the 
declaration of full or part-day public holidays and local event days for two consecutive 
years".

Historically Council has applied, on behalf of the respective PA& H Associations for a full day 
public holiday for the Peak Hill Show and the Trundle Show and a half day public holiday for 
the Parkes Show.  As Councillors are aware the annual Tullamore Show is also on the 
District Show circuit.  The Tullamore Show is traditionally held on a Saturday. 

The PA & H Associations in the Shire have advised of their proposed dates for 2016 and 
2017, in anticipation of the amendment. They are as follows

2016 2017 Public Holiday requested for
Parkes Monday 29 August,

Tuesday 30 August,
Wednesday 31 August 

Monday 28 August,
Tuesday 29 August,
Wednesday 30 August

1/2 day 
Tuesday 30 August 2016

1/2 day 
Tuesday 29 August 2017

Peak Hill Tuesday 23 August
Wednesday 24 August

Tuesday 22 August
Wednesday 23 August

Full day
Wednesday 24 August 2016

Full Day
Wednesday 23 August 2017

Trundle Tuesday 16 August
Wednesday 17 August

Tuesday 15 August
Wednesday 16 August

Full day
Wednesday 17 August 2016

Full Day
Wednesday 16 August 2017

In 2015 the boundaries of each Town area were gazetted and placed on Council's website 
for easier referencing. Maps of the boundaries are attached for Councillors information.  

At its meeting of 17 November 2015, Council discussed this issue including the defining of 
the boundaries for any declaration submitted.  Council resolved the following:
1. That Council forward letters to key stakeholders throughout the community proposing 

the following declaration of Public Holidays within the Parkes Shire for the staging of 
the respective annual Shows and inviting their comment. Comments to be received at 
Council by 4 December 2015.

Trundle
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 17 August 2016 and Wednesday 16 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Trundle along with neighbouring Suburb of Bogan 
Gate and Suburb Bruie Plains. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council 
website.

Peak Hill
Public Holiday from 9.00am - 5.00pm Wednesday 24 August 2016 and Wednesday 23 
August 2017 to be declared for Suburb of Peak Hill. As per boundaries detailed on the 
Parkes Shire Council website.
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Parkes
Public Holiday from 12 noon - 5.00pm Tuesday 30 August 2016 and Tuesday 29 August 
2017 to be declared for Parkes Suburb, Suburb Tichborne, Suburb Nelungaloo, Suburb 
Gunningbland, Suburb Cooks Myall, Suburb Goonumbla, Suburb Alectown: along with 
neighbouring part Suburb Mandagery and part Suburb Cookamidgera within the Parkes 
Local Government Area. As per boundaries detailed on the Parkes Shire Council website.

In order to seek wider public comment on the issue Council past placed a public notice in the 
local media inviting public submission or comment on the granting of a public holiday for the 
Shire's Show days. Letters have also been forwarded, including a copy of boundaries of 
each town area, Parkes, Peak Hill and Trundle PA & H Associations, the Parkes Chamber of 
Commerce, Peak Hill Advancement Association, Trundle & District Progress Association as 
well as the local schools within the Shire, inviting their submissions or comments. 

Seven responses were received from, all supporting the respective Show day applications:

 Parkes Chamber of Commerce
 Parkes P A & H Association
 Trundle & District Progress Association Inc.
 Trundle P A & H Association
 Bogan Gate Community Memorial Hall Inc.
 Peak Hill Community Consultative Committee
 Peak Hill P A & H Association

Attachments

1. Maps outlining suburbs within Parkes Shire
2. Correspondence received supporting the declaration of the Shire Show Public 

Holidays
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11 DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
11.1 (DTCS) Financial Information as at 30 November 2015 

Executive Summary

A regular report is provided to Council in relation to a number of financial indicators, 
including investments, total monthly repayments, receipting and collection of rate revenue.

Background Information

The supply of financial information on a regular basis fulfils statutory requirements and 
ensures prudent financial management.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Local Government Act, 1993
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulation, 1999

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report detailing accounts paid, rate revenue collected, receipts received and 
the bank reconciliation to 30 November 2015 be received and noted.
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Report

1. Accounts

The accounts cover the period 02/11/2015 to 30/11/2015:

Payment From To Sub Total

Combined A/C 128441 E047565 $6,855,534.24
Cheques and 
Deskbank

           -

Salaries & Wages 02/11/2015 30/11/2015             $1,028,476.33
TOTAL $7,884,010.57

2. Revenue Statement due to 30 November 2015

A copy of the Revenue Statement due to 30 November 2015 is attached.

3. Statement of Receipts - 02 November 2015 to 30 November 2015

A Statement of Receipts for the period 02 November 2015 to 30 November 2015 is 
attached.

4. Bank Reconciliation as at 30 November 2015

The bank reconciliation for the month of November 2015 has been finalised and is 
submitted for the information of Council.

The reconciliation of the Cash Books of the Council and the Bank Accounts has been 
carried out. The accounts have been reconciled with a balance of $1,069,764.94 as at 
30 November 2015.

Attachments

1. Rates Revenue Statement 
2. Statement of Receipts
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11.2 (DTCS) Investments as at 30 November 2015 

Executive Summary

The carrying value of Council's investments at 30 November 2015 was $ 59,034,225

Background Information

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
following details are provided of Council's investments under Section 625 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993.

The carrying values of the investments outlined in this report have been those advised to 
Council by the arrangers, brokers or custodian of those securities. 

Legislative or Policy Implications

 Parkes Shire Council Investment Policy, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Section 625 of the Local Government Act, 1993.

 DLG Circular 10-11 - Investment Policy Guidelines 
 DLG Circular 11-01 Ministerial Investment Order

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect all of the Delivery Program Future Direction's. 

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

All returns on investments are included in Council's Operating Budget. Any amendment to 
budgeted interest income is effected through the Quarterly Budget Review process. Both the 
average level of funds invested and the rate of return determine returns.

In accordance with the Australian equivalent of International Accounting Standards, 
securities that are classified as held for trading are required to be valued at market value at 
each balance date. The balance of investments held includes market values that existed at 
the 30 November 2015. The custodians of the securities provide these valuations to Council. 
The custodian of Council's structured investment is the Westpac Bank.
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Investments in the form of cash or cash equivalents and held to maturity investments are 
valued at cost. Floating Rate Notes acquired on the secondary market are valued at cost. 
Where the purchase consideration is different to face value the resulting premium or 
discount are amortised on a straight line basis over the life of the Note.

Recommendation

1. That the information in relation to investments held at 30 November 2015 be received 
and noted.

Report

The following securities held are currently rated less than the minimum required under the 
Ministerial Investment Order. Council is permitted to hold the securities under the 
grandfathering clause in the Ministerial Investment order dated 12 January 2011. 

Hickory Note CDO currently rated CCC-

Investment Rates as at 30 November 2015

Rate Range % $
1.35 to 4.00 57,334,225 
4.01 to 6.00       1,700,000
Total     59,034,225

The weighted average interest rate of the investment portfolio as at 30 November 2015 
is 2.92% 
(3.07 % - 31 October 2015). 

90-Day (Benchmark) Bank Bill Swap Rate as at 30 November 2015 – 2.2200 %
(2.1500 % - 31 October 2015).

Credit Quality Targets and Limits

The maximum holding limit in each rating category and the target credit quality weighting for 
Council’s Term Deposit portfolio as at 30 November 2015 is as follows:

Long Term Rating 
Range

Short Term 
Credit Range

Maximum 
Holding

% Holding as 
at  

30 November 
2015 

(at % of Face 
Value)

$ Holding as at       
30 November 

2015

AAA Category   A-1+ 100% -      $                  -

AA Category A-2 80% 60.47 % $ 35,696,000
A Category A-2 60% 28.03 % $ 16,550,000
BBB Category & 
Unrated ADI’s

A-3 40%   4.57 % $   2,700,000
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The maximum exposure to each counterparty / financial institution will be restricted by their 
rating so single entity exposure is limited. These limits with respect to Council’s current Term 
Deposit portfolio are listed as follows:

 Financial Institution Long-Term 
Rating Range

Short-Term 
Credit 
Range

Limit % Holding as at                          
30 November 

2015
(at % of Face 

Value)
National   
Australia Bank

AA- A1+ 40%  31.76 %

Westpac AA- A1+ 40% 11.77 %
Commonwealth Bank AA- A1+ 40% 1.69 %
Rabobank Australia Aa2 Moody's P-1 Moody's 40% 6.35 %
AMP Bank A+ A1 30%  8.13 %
Rabobank Direct Aa2 Moody's P-1 Moody's 40%  8.89 %
Central West Credit 
Union

Unrated Unrated 20% 1.69 %

ING A- A2 30% 2.12 %
Bank of Queensland A- A2 30% 6.78 %
Bendigo &Adelaide 
Bank

A- A2 30% 1.69 %

Suncorp Bank A1 Moody's P-1 Moody's 40% 9.32 %
ME Bank BBB A2 20%            2.88 %

The holdings of Floating Rate Notes and Bonds, and trading securities, are listed as follows: 

Description Face Value Carrying Value % Holding  as at 
30 November 2015

(at % of Face Value)

Floating Rate Notes $  2,520,000 $ 2,520,000    4.27 %
Trading Securities $  2,000,000 $ 1,568,225    2.66 %

Summary 
The Board of the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) at their last meeting of 1 December 2015 
decided to leave the cash rate unchanged at 2.0 per cent. 

The 90 day Bank Bill Swap Rate (BBSW) closed the month at 2.2200%. The Australian 
dollar increased slightly against the USD in November, buying 0.7189 USD at month end, an 
increase of 0.90 cents. The Australian Dollar has declined noticeably against a rising US 
dollar over the past year, though less so against a range of currencies. Further depreciation 
seems both likely and necessary, particularly given the significant declines in key commodity 
prices.

The global economy is expanding at a moderate pace, with some further softening in 
conditions in China and East Asia of late, but stronger US growth. Key commodity prices are 
much lower than a year ago, in part reflecting increased supply, including from Australia. 
Australia's terms of trade are falling. The Federal Reserve is expected to start increasing its 
policy rate later this year, but some other major central banks are continuing to ease policy. 
Long-term borrowing rates for most sovereigns and creditworthy private borrowers remain 
remarkably low. Overall, global financial conditions remain very accommodative.

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 9136

General Manager Mayor

In Australia, the available information suggests that moderate expansion in the economy 
continues. While GDP growth has been somewhat below longer-term average for some 
time, business surveys suggest a gradual improvement in conditions over the past year. This 
has been accompanied by somewhat stronger growth in employment and a steady rate of 
unemployment. 

In the Board's judgement, the prospect for an improvement in economic conditions had 
firmed a little over recent months and that leaving the cash rate unchanged was appropriate 
at this meeting. The Board will continue to assess the outlook, and hence whether the 
current stance of policy will most effectively foster sustainable growth and inflation consistent 
with the target. 

The following graphics display key Financial and Economic Indicators and data released by 
New South Wales Treasury Corporation.
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The following graphic displays the percentages of the portfolio by investment type with an 
aged breakdown of the Cash, Bank Bills & Term Deposits.

The movement in Investments for the month of November 2015 were as follows:

Opening Balance as at 31 October 2015 $ 57,749,240

Plus New Investments – November 2015             $   8,600,000  

Less Investments redeemed  (as per November 2015 receipt summary report)                   ($  4,755,000) 

Less Investments redeemed on 26 & 27 November 2015 ($  2,500,000)

Less decrease in CDO Valuations - November 2015           ($      60,015)     

Closing Balance as at 30 November 2015 $ 59,034,225
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The latest valuations of the market value for the CDO’s with Westpac have resulted in a 
decrease in the Fair Value of the CDO's by $ 60,015 as at 30 November 2015. Councillors 
would be aware that valuations fluctuate significantly each month due to the volatility of the 
market surrounding CDO's. 

Certification - Responsible Accounting Officer

The Chief Financial Officer hereby certifies that the investments listed in the Investment 
Summary have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act, 
1993, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council's 
Investment Policy.

Attachments

1. List of Investments held at 30 November 2015.
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Name 
Face Value 

$
Current 
Rate %

Expected 
Maturity

Maturity Profile 
from 

Summary Date
Carrying 
Value $

Investment
Type

Westpac Maxi-Direct General 6,946,000 1.35 At Call At Call 6,946,000 At Call Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.96 9/12/2015 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 1,000,000 2.90 4/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 500,000 2.95 6/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
NAB 2,000,000 3.75 18/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Direct 750,000 3.95 18/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 750,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.95 27/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Suncorp 2,000,000 2.90 28/01/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
CBA 1,000,000 3.05 2/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
AMP Bank 1,800,000 3.30 5/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,800,000 Term Deposit
AMP Bank 2,000,000 3.30 9/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
Suncorp 1,500,000 2.90 15/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,500,000 Term Deposit
Suncorp 500,000 2.90 16/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 3.18 16/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 3.18 16/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 4.20 22/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.93 24/02/2016 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.90 29/02/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Direct 1,000,000 2.90 7/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Direct 1,000,000 3.00 12/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Direct 1,000,000 3.00 15/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
ME Bank 1,000,000 2.90 16/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Suncorp 1,000,000 2.95 21/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 1,000,000 2.90 24/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,500,000 3.03 28/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,500,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.90 29/03/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.99 6/04/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 500,000 2.90 11/04/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
CWCU 1,000,000 3.00 11/04/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.91 18/04/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Suncorp 500,000 2.85 26/04/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
ME Bank 700,000 4.01 1/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 700,000 Term Deposit
NAB 2,000,000 2.86 2/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.85 5/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
ING 750,000 2.90 9/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 750,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 500,000 2.95 13/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
BOQ 500,000 2.95 19/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,000,000 2.93 20/05/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
NAB 1,250,000 2.96 2/06/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,250,000 Term Deposit
Bendigo & Adelaide Bank 1,000,000 2.90 27/07/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
AMP Bank 1,000,000 2.90 14/11/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
ING 500,000 2.90 21/11/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 500,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Direct 1,000,000 3.15 13/02/2017 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Australia 1,000,000 2.95 31/07/2017 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Australia 500,000 3.15 22/11/2018 >1yr<5yrs 500,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Australia 1,000,000 3.30 27/08/2019 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Australia 1,000,000 3.20 9/09/2019 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
Rabobank Australia 750,000 3.30 1/11/2019 >1yr<5yrs 750,000 Term Deposit
Cash & Term Deposits 54,946,000 54,946,000

Commonwealth Senior - FRN 1,020,000 3.6000 24/12/2015 < 90 Days<1yr 1,020,000 Held to Maturity
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited 500,000 3.3500 17/05/2017 >1yr<5yrs 500,000 Held to Maturity
Commonwealth Bank - FRN 500,000 2.8900 19/10/2018 >1yr<5yrs 500,000 Held to Maturity
Bank of  Queensland - FRN 500,000 3.2600 29/04/2019 >1yr<5yrs 500,000 Held to Maturity
Floating Rate Notes and Bonds 2,520,000 2,520,000

Westpac - Hickory Trust Notes 2,000,000 3.9850 21/06/2016 > 90 Days<1yr 1,568,225 Tradeable Security
Trading Securities 2,000,000 1,568,225

Total Investments 59,466,000 59,034,225

Investments Summary 30/11/2015
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11.3 (DTCS) Marketing and Destination Development Update - December 2015 

Executive Summary

Promotion and Marketing of the Parkes Shire as an attractive tourism, business and 
investment destination and desirable place to live is one of the main objectives of the Parkes 
Shire Council Community Strategic Plan and Economic Development Plan.  

It is important to promote the Parkes Shire as a business investment destination in order to 
attract investment. Promoting the region by highlighting the strengths, assets and potential 
opportunities for growth can create interest from potential, visitors, and investors and initiate 
the investment process.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Plan Future Direction relating to: 
4.2 Grow and Diversify the Economic Base: Increase visitation and length of stay across the 
Parkes Shire.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Plan: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Plan: Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the Marketing and Destination Development Update be received and noted.
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Report

1. Parkes Elvis Festival Finalist Wins Bronze at the NSW Tourism Awards 

Parkes Elvis Festival has won the Bronze Award in the Festivals & Events category at the 
2015 NSW Tourism Awards, a celebration of State tourism, held in Sydney on Thursday 26 
November and attended by Mayor Cr Ken Keith OAM and Festival Director Emily Mann.

Now in its 26th year, the NSW Tourism Awards celebrate and acknowledge tourism 
businesses that have demonstrated outstanding achievement and success throughout the 
year. The Awards provide the opportunity to publicly recognise and showcase the State’s 
finest tourism operators, with 29 categories across the industry spectrum including festivals 
and events.

There were six finalists in the Festivals & Events category, with Parkes Elvis Festival in the 
company of the 2015 Penrith CBD Festival, Boggabri Drovers Campfire, Sydney Country 
Music Festival, The Camden Show and Twilight at Taronga. 

Boggabri Drovers Campfire took out the Gold award, followed by Sydney Country Music 
Festival with Silver and Twilight at Taronga receiving highly commended recognition.

2. Henry Parkes Centre Open Day

The Henry Parkes Centre Open Day was a held on Saturday 28 November 2015 with ideal 
weather conditions providing the perfect setting for the local community to enjoy all that the 
complex has to offer. 

559 entries (290 Adults and 269 Families/Children) were recorded to the museums with 
visitation predominately from Parkes Shire with over 70% of admissions.  The event 
provided the ideal launching pad for the new Local Loyalty Program, an incentive program to 
encourage the local community to bring the visiting friends and relatives to the view the 
museums. 

       

Local State Member for Orange Andrew Gee MP, Cr Belinda McCorkell and Exhibition 
owners including Greg Page from Kings castle, Parkes antique Motor Club president - Barrie 
Mann and president of the Parkes and District Historical Society Yvonne Hutton, celebrated 
the 5th year of operation of the Henry Parkes Centre with individual addresses highlighting 
the success of the complex and cutting of the birthday cake. Greg Page then entertained 
visitors with a live performance of some well-known Wiggles and Neil Diamond renditions. 
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A number of community organisations participated in the event including the Parkes Shire 
Concert Band, volunteers from Red Bend Catholic College providing free face-painting, the 
Parkes Rotary Club BBQ, Parkes Action Club with their jumping castle and snow cone 
machine and also the Parkes School of Dance who treated the crowd to a number of group 
and individual performances.

The Parkes Antique Motor Club also provided an outdoor exhibition of unique motor vehicles 
from a range of motoring eras for the crowd to enjoy. The Parkes Historical Society also 
provided tractor start-ups, exhibition presentations and miniature train rides throughout day.

A milestone was also reached at the Open Day with the Henry Parkes Museums recording 
its 50,000th visitor. Elvis Stefanoski and his family from Silverdale NSW were the lucky 
visitors who received a tourism prize package including gifts from the Dish and Dish Café 
and a range of merchandise and local produce.

3. Local Loyalty Program launched for the Henry Parkes Centre

A new marketing initiative for the Henry Parkes Centre was launched at the Henry Parkes 
Centre Open Day on Saturday 28 November. The 'Local Loyalty Program' is an incentive 
program that aims to entice the local community to promote the Henry Parkes Centre 
experience to their visiting friends and relatives, customers and guests by offering free 
admission to any local resident who accompanies a full paying visitor to the museums.

The Visiting Friends and Relatives (VFR) market is one of Parkes Shire's key visitor markets 
representing over 30% of all visitors to the region. 

Purpose of Visit (visitors) 000's LGA % NSW %
Holiday 43 38% 43%
VFR 37 33% 36%
Business * * 17%
Other * * 6%
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Henry Parkes Centre survey data shows 17% of visitors to the museums are from Parkes 
Shire and that word of mouth recommendation is the strongest form of advertising for the 
complex. The local incentive program aims to leverage this by ensuring the local community 
continue to promote the Henry Parkes Centre and encourage their visitors to experience 
first-hand what the precinct has to offer.

To register for the program, members of the community need to show their proof of 
residency (licence, ID card) and sign up to the program at the Parkes Visitor Information 
Centre to receive their Loyalty Card. Once they have redeemed the free entry offer five 
times, they then receive a $10 in store voucher at the Visitor Information Centre offering a 
great selection of local produce, merchandise and touring maps.

The Local Loyalty Program will contribute to ensuring that the Henry Parkes Centre 
continues to attract increased visitation ensuring its development and sustainability.

3. Central NSW Tourism AGM
Cr Greenwood and Council's Brand and Marketing Manager attended Central NSW 
Tourism's Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 25 November 2015 which was held in 
Forbes. 

The Election of Office Bearers resulted in the following appointments:

 Chair - Norman Mann, Bathurst
 Vice Chair - Brian Steffan, Forbes Shire Council
 Treasurer - Gary Styles, Orange City Council
 Secretary - Christine Le Fevre, Amazing Bathurst
 Public Officer - Brian Steffan, Forbes Shire Council

Appointment of a skills-based board was also undertaken and the following 
recommendations for appointment were adopted: 

 Norm Mann, Chair Central NSW Tourism 
 Ian Davison, Grape Grower, Borenore
 Brian Steffen, Forbes Shire Council
 Cr Ray Walsh, Cowra Shire Council

Lucy White also announced her resignation from the position of Executive Officer to take up 
a position with Bathurst Regional Council. 

The Regional Tourism Organisation review is still underway by the State Government and it 
is expected that an outcome will be communicated sometime in December 2015.

4. Tourism Newsletter - Spring Edition
The summer edition of the Tourism Newsletter has been compiled and distributed to 
stakeholders. 

Over 200 subscribers have registered for the newsletter with this number steadily increasing.

The quarterly publication aims to keep subscribers informed of tourism industry news and 
opportunities, major events taking place in the Shire and ways in which they can leverage off 
or get further involved in marketing campaigns and product development programs.
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5. Elvis Festival Planning Update
2016 Sponsorships and Funding
The Festival has secured one new cash sponsor for the 2016 Festival, Vespa.

The Festival Director continues to liaise with sponsors and funders to ensure benefits 
continue to be rolled out and deliverable deadlines are met. VIPs and sponsor schedules are 
currently being finalised, with schedules, deliverables and tickets to be distributed in 
December. 

2016 Marketing and Publicity
Festival television and radio campaigns are now focused regionally ahead of event delivery, 
with paid promotion on WIN Television, Star FM, 2PK and ROK FM.

The Festival continues to engage with visitors through its social media channels, with 
scheduled posts up to and during the Festival. 

The 64pp souvenir brochure and official souvenir calendar are now available for sale online 
through the Festival website and from the Visitor Information Centre. 

The number of Festival media clippings has increased 100% on this same time last year 
(190 recorded clippings to end of November).

A Festival promotional stand was coordinated at the Parkes Upmarkets Christmas event on 
Friday 4 December.

Portfolios/Events
The Festival has submitted a Section 68 modification application for the Festival Boulevard 
and is awaiting approval.

Elvis Central will be co-located at 203 Clarinda Street in the old Commonwealth Bank with 
Council's project offices. Installation of shop fittings, receiving of stock and design of signage 
is underway.

Volunteers
At the time of reporting, 18 volunteers have been inducted into the 2016 Program and a 
further 29 volunteers have registered but are yet to be inducted. 

35 volunteers and portfolio holders from 2015 have not yet registered and 9 have declined to 
volunteer in 2016. This brings the total number of known volunteers to 47. There were 76 
volunteers in the 2015 program.

Two Volunteer Induction Nights were held on 16 November and 7 December. From this point 
onwards any inductions will have to be undertaken online.

Ticket Sales
60% of available tickets to Festival-produced shows have sold in 10 weeks of the 16-week 
sales period following program launch. 
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6. Parkes Shire Destination Guide 
Council's Destination and Marketing team have selected suppliers for the design and 
production of the new Parkes Shire Destination Guide in 2016.

Crackler and Kent Woodcock Creative have been selected as the successful supplier for 
design services, Ad Loyalty from Canowindra for advertising sales coordination and 
Progress Printing West for printing services. 

A project plan has been developed and will be rolled out from January 2016. The 2016/17 
edition of the Destination Guide is expected to be launched in April 2016 along with a 
strategic distribution program to ensure optimal placement, access and visibility of the 
publication online and in key information outlets and gateways. 

7. Parkes SPARKLES Christmas Illumination & Markets 
A feature of the 2015/16 major projects round was the development of the Parkes 
SPARKLES Christmas initiative.  Council's Economic Development Unit worked with the 
Parkes Chamber of Commerce to develop the Sparkles retail Christmas catalogue and 
associated shop local marketing campaign, and leveraged off that campaign with the 
development of the Sparkles Illumination project.  

The illumination project is the first of its kind for Parkes and involved considerable planning 
and cooperation from a range of stakeholders to temporarily enable the special effect lighting 
of a range of buildings and landscape features throughout the Parkes CBD, with a major 
feature of a video projection on the town clock building, supplemented by gobo projections 
and coloured building lighting and fairy lights in other key locations.

The illumination spectacle officially began on Friday 4 December to coincide with the Sparkle 
in the Park Family Market and Movie night and will run throughout December, with a 
reincarnation planned in January for the Elvis Festival, prior to removal.

The illumination is designed to encourage local residents and visitors to wander through the 
Parkes CBD, enjoying extended trading hours of local retailers and a range of hospitality 
venues throughout the festive season.  The response so far from businesses, local residents 
and visitors has all been very positive and supportive of this project.

Parkes Chamber of Commerce hosted a fabulous night of family entertainment in Cooke 
Park. The night commenced with the annual Christmas Upmarket which this year boasted 
over 40 Stalls with stall holders staying open later due to the large crowds. 

The night provided plenty of entertainment, with Santa on hand for the annual kids 
Christmas photo, jumping castles and several amusements rides. Parkes School of Dance's 
talented young dancers entertained the crowds with some fabulous dance routines. Many 
local home based businesses sold their wonderful local products and Rotary fed the hungry 
crowds which were considerably up on last year. 
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Once the sun went down the picnic blankets came out and families settled down to a 
wonderful night of watching a Christmas movie under the stars. 
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7. Main Street Vibrancy Strategy 
The Economic and Business Development Manager has continued to work on the Parkes 
CBD vibrancy project. The Project aims to add interest and excitement into the Main Street 
and adjoining streets to consider the best ways to improve the CBD for shopping, working, 
living and visiting. 

The aims of the Main Street Vibrancy Strategy are to: 

 Realise the possibilities and opportunities for the Parkes CBD

 Develop a clear vision for the centre’s future

 Ensure that the centre is a better place to live, work, visit and trade

 Realise and celebrate the centre’s assets and unique history

 Provide concepts for the improvement of the public realm, Main-street buildings and 
other spaces, ensuring that they are active, functional, attractive and safe

 Provide the framework to better manage traffic, car parking, cyclist and pedestrian 
movement

The Project has been initiated with the development of an Issues Paper which is currently on 
public exhibition. The Issues Paper is a precursor to the Main Street Vibrancy Strategy and 
aims to explore the relevant issues that need to be considered during the community 
engagement process.

8. Events Update
Christmas Events
Council's Events Development Officer attended the Peak Hill Meet You Up the Street 
Festival coordinated by the Business and Tourism Association. The Festival was well 
attended with the main street at its vibrant best with activities including stalls, raffles and 
competitions and many people taking advantage of all the local shopping specials. The Billy 
Cart Derby was a feature event along with the Country Idol Competition judged by popular 
regional talents Jason Owen and Bill Amos. Council's Tourism and Events team assisted 
organisers in the promotion and marketing of the event.  Council also had a stall for 
community engagement where staff updated a number of residents on the current "State of 
the Shire" presentations.

The Parkes annual Christmas Markets and Carnival in Cooke Park was also held on Friday 
4 December. The event featured Parkes UpMarkets with a variety of stalls, amusements and 
a special appearance by Santa. Rounding out the event was an outdoor movie screening of 
the Christmas comedy movie 'Elf'. The event was coordinated by the Parkes Chamber of 
Commerce with significant support of Council teams including Parks and Gardens, 
Economic Development, Finance and Information Services. 

Trundle will host a Christmas Markets event on Saturday 12 December, 10:00am to 3:00pm 
at Trundle Central School. 
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The annual Parkes Carols by Candlelight will take place in Cooke Park on Sunday evening 
13 December with the Parkes Shire Concert Band kicking things off from 6:30pm with some 
festive music. 

Event Planning for 2016
Parkes Shire Australia Day Celebrations 2016
Plans continue in preparation for Parkes Shire’s Australia Day 2016 celebrations which will 
take place around the Shire on Tuesday 26 January 2016 with ceremonies in Peak Hill, 
Parkes, Trundle, Bogan Gate and Tullamore.  Nominations for the Shire's 2015 Civic and 
Cultural Awards have now closed with the following tally of nominations; 

• 5 x Citizen of the Year
• 4 x Young Citizen of the Year
• 6 x Community Event of the Year
• Plus 9 Cultural Awards (2 x Adult, 4 x Student and 3 x Group).

Parkes Shire's Australia Day Ambassador has been announced and it is author Catherine 
DeVrye, who will partake in a very busy itinerary during her visit to the Shire. 

Local Government Touch Carnival 2016
Planning continues for the 2016 Local Government Touch Carnival with 40 teams expected 
to ensure the event continues to boost the local hospitality industry during the weekend of 26 
& 27 February 2016.

The Big Ride 4 Parkinson's 2016
Plans are already underway for this popular fundraising event which will again see many 
riders travel from Sydney to Parkes. Council's Events Development Officer continues to 
liaise with the organisers Parkinson's NSW in regards to promotions for this event.

Tullamore Irish Festival 2016
The Tullamore Irish Festival Committee is also well underway with plans for the 2016 event 
which will once again see International artist Damien Leith as the headline act. Council's 
Events Development Officer will continue to assist organisers in developing and marketing 
the event

Trundle ABBA Festival 2016
Tickets to Trundle ABBA Festival 2016 are now on sale. Council's Events Development 
Officer will continue to work with the organisers to further promote this unique and ever-
growing event for Trundle.
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9. Peak Hill Visitor Information Centre Numbers
The volunteer managed Peak Hill Visitor Information Centre operated from Peak Hill Country 
Crafts provides visitor statistics. Statistics from 2011 to 2015 are provided for the information 
of Council. 408 visitors were recorded during the month of November 2015, representing a 
significant 61 per cent increase on the same period in 2014 and a 13 per cent increase on 
the November average. 
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10. Parkes Visitor Information Centre Numbers
Enquiries to the Council managed Parkes Visitor Information Centre for the month of 
November 2015 totalled 2126 visitors which represent a significant 50 per cent increase on 
the same period in 2014 and a 59 per cent increase on the November average. The results 
however are impacted by the conduct of the Henry Parkes Centre Open Day which saw over 
500 enquiries recorded during the event which would be additional to expected enquiries 
during normal operations. 
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11. Henry Parkes Centre Visitor Numbers
Results from admissions to the Council managed Henry Parkes Centre for 2011-2015 are 
provided for the information of Council. Ticketed admissions for the month of November 
2015 totalled 920 people. 559 of these admissions were free entries recorded during the 
conduct of the Henry Parkes Centre open day event. The paid admissions however 
represent a 4 per cent downturn on the November average. 
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Attachments

Nil 

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 9152

General Manager Mayor

11.4 (DTCS) Library Service Statistics and Monthly Update 

Executive Summary

Library usage statistics for the month of October and November 2015 and recent activities 
are provided for the information of Council. 

Background Information

The statistics are provided to monitor service utilisation levels and to assist with the overall 
analysis of trends evolving over time. The information covers the areas of volume of items 
issued, Local History Resource Centre utilisation, visitation numbers and Internet resource 
usage.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 

1.5.1 Develop Lifelong Learning Opportunities - Provide Lifelong learning opportunities for 
the community through Parkes Shire Library, and

6.4 Ensure the Library is an ongoing cultural, recreational, learning centre for the community.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Parkes Shire Library administration, events and activities are continuing to meet the actions 
outlined in the Delivery Plan.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.
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Recommendation

1. That the information be noted.

Report

Issue - Parkes

Issues - Peak Hill

Issues - Trundle
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Issues - Tullamore

Parkes Visitor 
Count *

Parkes Internet 
Sessions

Local History 
Count

14/15 15/16 14/15 15/16 14/15 15/16
July 5621 5384 709 738 25 32
August 4442 5200 583 630 21 38
September 5459 5159 769 671 30 11
October 5403 4582 722 692 22 43
November 4746 4620 685 601 30 26
December 3792 656 28
January 6471 668 13
February 4935 656 39
March 5892 741 43
 April 4776 633 23
May 4482 709 34
June 5004 689 19
TOTAL 61023 20363 8220 3332 327 150
*Includes staff coming and going.

New Members
Parkes Peak Hill Trundle Tullamore
14/15 15/16 14/15 15/65 14/15 15/16 14/15 15/16

July 98 57 8 2 0 3 3 0
August 175 61 7 1 0 3 4 3
September 65 25 2 1 0 2 0 2
October 47 40 2 11 1 0 1 1
November 49 49 3 0 1 0 0 1
December 41 0 1 0
January 66 9 2 0
February 79 5 1 0
March 74 0 5 0
April 52 1 1 2
May 64 3 3 2
June 58 1 2 0
TOTAL 770 232 41 15 17 10 12 7
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Activities and Events -
October and November Attendees No. of sessions
Computer classes 10 4
School class visits 232 6 Trundle, 3 Parkes
Storytime 240 15 Parkes, 3 Peak Hill
Rhyme Time * 320 14 
Currajong Disability 78 7
Author-rised, Writing Group 24 2
* (Adults and children are counted for Rhyme Time  and PyjamaRama sessions as the session is equally about 
early literacy skills and giving parents the confidence to continue this effort at home.)

Exhibitions - The local Parkes branch of the Embroiderers Guild of NSW held an exhibition 
of their needlework during October. Work included contemporary techniques as well as more 
traditional styles such as cross stitch, canvas work, hardanger and metal thread work. 
Members of the Guild demonstrated their talents and art on various days throughout the 
exhibition. 

This local exhibition was packed up and then another evocative and beautiful embroidery 
collection was installed. 

The Anzac Commemoration Postcards exhibition is a travelling collection of 90 embroidered 
postcards, known as silks, which were the traditional way many servicemen corresponded 
from abroad to their loved ones at home in Australia. The collection includes embroidered 
replicas of postcards sent to and from the war front during World War I as well as postcards 
designed by the guild.

The exhibition was officially opened by Mayor Councillor K Keith on Thursday 5 November. 
His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New 
South Wales and Mrs Hurley also viewed the exhibition during their recent visit to Parkes. 
Mrs Hurley is the patron of the Embroiderers’ Guild NSW.

Public Libraries NSW Annual Conference - Parkes Branch Librarian and Trundle Library 
Assistant attended the 2015 annual conference for public libraries 18 - 20 November.

Topics covered at the conference included: branding your library, library services for the 
visually impaired, how to articulate the value of public libraries in a contemporary context, 
building sustainable partnerships, public libraries and the future, and short presentations 
from metro and regional libraries on pop-up libraries.
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Trundle Library - An after-hours return chute has been installed at Trundle Library by the 
Trundle Men's Shed group. Trundle Library members are very pleased with the installation.

  
Trundle Library Assistant Debbie Anderson supports the visits of St Patrick school students 
to the library. She was officially thanked by the school in a recent newsletter. They 
particularly enjoy the inclusion of science experiments.

Summer Reading Club - The end of the school year is drawing closer which is the perfect 
time to launch the Summer Reading Club and this year the Library will be experimenting with 
a new approach.

Inside the Glass - Summer Reads 2015-16, will not only incorporate the number of books 
participants read but also an artistic representation of the story they think about, love or 
remember the most, inside a glass container (large clear plastic cups will be distributed at 
registration time as an alternative). 
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In June this year Library staff took part in Macquarie University’s best practice research for 
early literacy development. In doing so, the staff were reminded that comprehensive literacy 
development occurs when readers think about and inject what they have read into their 
everyday lives. It’s not about the number of books read; it’s about what goes on inside the 
brain after the reading material has been put down or turned off that makes the difference. 

The Summer Reading Club program will continue to encourage summer readers to borrow 
lots of library resources but will also be encouraging the number of story jars that are 
received. This year the program will be open to adults as well as kids, tweens and teens, 
and the staff are looking forward to creating a quirky exhibition celebrating with a party if 100 
stories Inside the Glass are received. 

Library Programs and Events - The programs and events have all but concluded for 2015. 
There has been achievements to be celebrated, and programs that will be reviewed over the 
Christmas break. 

 The Curiosity and Wonder celebration was an excellent event. The program this year 
included more adult targeted activities, and including sessions at the townships was a 
success. 

 Parkes Library Fun Palace was a particular highlight and an event the staff are keen to 
develop and continue. 

 Author-rised Parkes Writing group continues to have strong attendance, with the group 
already drawing up plans for 2016 that could include writing a theatre play. 

 Rhyme Time sessions continue to be well supported. Storytime sessions on Saturday 
mornings will be reviewed due to low attendance. 

 Parkes Library's hosting of the Libero Annual User Group meeting provided the 
opportunity to work with Libero staff to tweak the library computer system. 

 Five exhibitions/display were hosted during the last half of the year, some travelling and 
some local. 

 Parkes History blog grows each month. Articles featured included WW1 stories, local 
sporting grounds and will soon highlight some of the heritage trail features.

A number of events are already planned for 2016, including:

 Elvis Festival photography exhibition and workshop, and movie showings.
 Exhibition by Parkes Bluebird child care centre
 Seniors Week exhibition by Southern Cross residents (supported by Parkes Quota).
 Waste to Art exhibition and workshop March/April.
 Revamp of the Zinio digital magazines collection to replace underperforming magazines 

with new titles.

Attachments

Nil.
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11.5 (DTCS) Regional Visitor Economy Fund success for Peak Hill 

Executive Summary

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Major Events Stuart Ayres announced that Council's 
application for $120,000 to enhance the visitor experience at the Peak Hill Gold Mine was 
successful.  The $120,000 was provided on a dollar for dollar basis and will be matched by 
Council to improve this important tourism asset for Peak Hill.

Background Information

Under its 2007 agreement with Alkane Resources, Council manages the tourism 
components of the Peak Hill Gold Mine.  The current model of operation involves daily 
opening of the facility, providing free access and self-guided touring of the various trails and 
viewing platforms established around the site.  Occasional pre-booked guided group tours 
also take place under an arrangement with a casual tour guide.

In response to community and market feedback with regards to the ageing nature of major 
components of the visitor experience, Council has been working with the community of Peak 
Hill to plan and seek funding for potential improvements to the site.  

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil. 

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 4.  Grow and Diversify the Economic Base:  

Specifically:
4.2.2 To diversify the attraction base of the Shire, providing more things for visitors to ‘see 
and do’ in the area
4.2.3 To improve the Tourist Infrastructure available within the Shire
4.2.4 To increase visitation to Parkes, Peak Hill and the villages of Bogan Gate, Trundle and 
Tullamore, with the villages becoming attractions for the Shire

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line
Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

The improvement of this site will demonstrate considerable positive benefits for the Peak Hill 
community and economy.
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Budget & Financial Aspects

In 2015/16, the following provisions have been made:

$85,000 has been allocated within the capital projects budget to facilitate site upgrades; 
$5,000 has been allocated within the water vote for development of a water refill station; 
$30,000 has been allocated from the Peak Hill Town Improvement Vote  
$120,000 TOTAL COUNCIL ALLOCATION FOR SITE IMPROVEMENTS

This $120,000, combined with the Regional Visitor Economy Fund grant of $120,000 takes 
the total project budget to $240,000.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted; and that the Regional Visitor Economy 
Fund contract with Destination NSW for the provision of this grant be reviewed and 
accepted.

Report

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Major Events Stuart Ayres has announced that Council's 
application for $120,000 to enhance the visitor experience at the Peak Hill Gold Mine was 
successful.  The $120,000 was provided on a dollar for dollar basis and will be matched by 
Council funds to improve this important tourism asset for Peak Hill.

The Regional Visitor Economy Fund is aimed at product development and marketing 
projects designed to increase overnight visitation to the regions which helps to grow local 
economies across Regional NSW.

The Peak Hill project was one of only four in the state that received funding in this round.  
This reinforces the partnership between Council and the Peak Hill community in 
strengthening this important tourism attraction and reinforces Council's decision to recently 
undertake a masterplan for the tourism components of the site, which no doubt placed this 
project in good stead in a very competitive field.

The allocation of this grant will allow Council to proceed with a range of tasks to improve the 
visitor experience of the attraction and better meet visitor needs, including an improved 
entrance treatment; construction of a bespoke Peak Hill Gold Mine Themed Entry Shelter for 
use by independent visitors and groups; track consolidation; major improvements to signage 
and wayfinding; installation of a water refill station; creation of a Town Features Map for the 
shelter, encouraging visitors to spend more time exploring the additional delights of Peak Hill 
and district; additional interpretive signs telling a more personal account of the importance of 
the mine to Peak Hill through time; mine directional signage; a people tracker; refurbishment 
and relocation of existing turnstyles; a new accessible entry gate and construction of rest 
points, seating, steps and handrail.

These tasks were identified in the masterplan for improvement of the site and will 
dramatically enhance the attraction, ensuring a steady flow of visitation to the Gold Mine and 
the flow on benefits of that visitation to the broader Peak Hill community. 
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The estimated cost to undertake the design, construction and project management of all of 
these works is in the vicinity of $240,000, which is now achievable given the announcement 
of this grant.

Attachments

1. Copy of media release from Stuart Ayres, Minister for Trade, Tourism and Major 
Events and Minister for Sport.
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12 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT'S REPORT
12.1 (DPE) Progress of the Contamination Central Project 

Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the progress of the Contamination Central 
Project.

Background Information

In 2014 the Bathurst Orange Dubbo Alliance and the Central West Councils Environment 
and Waterways Alliance was able to secure $450,000 in grant funding from the Environment 
Protection Authority for the Contaminated Land Management Regional Capacity Building. 

The project is named Contamination Central and Council has made a financial commitment 
of $750 to participate in the project that will through to 30 June 2016.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Having a Contaminated Land Policy will go a long way to providing Council with an 
exemption from liability in carrying out its planning functions in relation to Contaminated 
Land.

Budget & Financial Aspects

The cost associated with preparing the policy and other project activities are funded by a 
grant from the NSW Environment Protection Authority being administered by Bathurst 
Regional Council.

Recommendation

1. That the progress of the Contamination Central Project be noted.  Further, that the 
draft Contaminated Land Policy will be presented to Council in early 2016.
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Report

The Contamination Central Project Officer, who is based in Orange City Council, 
commenced in April 2015 and since that time the project has made significant progress. 
Nineteen councils in the central west have joined the project which will deliver an information 
system for tracking and management of potentially contaminated land, a regional policy 
template and significant training opportunities for the participating council’s staff. The 
participating Councils are Bathurst, Blayney, Bourke, Cabonne, Coonamble, Cowra, Dubbo, 
Forbes, Gilgandra, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western, Narromine, Oberon, Orange, Parkes, 
Warrumbungle, Weddin and Wellington.

Project activities are guided by a steering committee consisting of representatives from 
Bathurst Regional, Orange City and Dubbo City Councils. 

Seminars explaining the contaminated land management framework in NSW have been 
presented at each of the participating Councils, with over 100 staff members attending. The 
project has developed the structure of an information system for Councils with approximately 
35 staff members across the region participating in workshops. Most recently the project 
held a policy development workshop to prepare the regional policy template for 
contaminated land management in each Council of the region. Ten councils participated with 
22 representatives in attendance as well as representatives of the EPA.

The Contaminated Land Policy is the cornerstone of the project as it will enable Councils to 
mitigate their specific liability for land contamination in relation to planning functions under 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 where Councils are essentially 
exempt from liability if they have a policy in place that conforms substantially in accordance 
with the Managing Land Contamination Planning Guideline.

The Regional Policy template is expected to be provided to Council in January 2016. The 
draft Contaminated Land Policy will be presented to Council in early 2016, recommending 
the policy be placed on exhibition for a minimum of 28 days.

Attachments

Nil
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12.2 (DPE) Spicer Park Grandstand 

Executive Summary

Spicer Park Grandstand is structurally unstable and public access is currently restricted. The 
Sporting Fields Master Plan, adopted by Council in November 2014, recommended that the 
Grandstand be upgraded.

Funds were allocated in the 2015/2016 budget for the restoration of Spicer Grandstand. 

A Heritage Impact Statement has been prepared which explores six options for the future of 
the Grandstand, including the integration of new amenities into to the building. 

Background Information

Spicer Grandstand 

The Spicer Park Grandstand is located in Spicer Park in Victoria Street, Parkes. The 
Grandstand was erected in 1928 and was designed by Architect W.C. Dodd.

The Grandstand is constructed of brick, has a hipped metal roof and timber step seating. 
There is a kiosk and change rooms located underneath the seating area that is accessed 
from the rear. 

The grandstand is not heritage listed under the Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012, 
however it is considered to have local heritage significance due to its importance for various 
sporting groups and spectators since 1928. 

Sporting Fields Master Plans

Council adopted the Sporting Fields Master Plan at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 4 
November 2014. The Sporting Fields Master Plan contained recommendations for Spicer 
Grandstand, which included to:

Retain and upgrade the grandstand, including the seating. It also recommended to Engage a 
heritage architect to investigate and recommend scope of works for any upgrades to the 
Spicer Oval Grandstand. 

and 

Upgrade the grandstand seating, and utilise the understory for storage. 

Since the adoption of the Sporting Fields Master Plan, further inspection and investigation of 
the Grandstand has revealed that it is structurally unstable and therefore public access has 
been restricted with a man-proof fence. A copy of the Master Plan is attached to this report.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 9165

General Manager Mayor

Budget & Financial Aspects

$221,000 was allocated to the Spicer Park Grandstand Refurbishment Project for Capital 
Improvements in the adopted 2015/2016 Operational Budget.

$21,000 was originally allocated for the project in accordance with Council's Long-Term 
Financial Plan. It was later determined the need for additional funding which resulted in a 
further $200,000 assigned to the project. There were two funding sources for the additional 
capital works which included a $100k from the IPR Community Initiatives vote and $100k 
allocated from the Special Rates Variation Infrastructure Backlog vote. 

No funds have been allocated for new amenities or grandstand.

Recommendation

1. Place the Heritage Impact Statement on public exhibition to gain feedback on the six 
options presented in the report.

2. Make available the Sporting Fields Master Plan to provide a comprehensive 
background and context to the matter.

3. Write to the following stakeholders as part of the exhibition process:
 Sports Council
 Parkes Spacemen Senior Rugby League
 Parkes Marist Junior Rugby League
 Parkes Boars Rugby Union Club
 Parkes Little Athletics Centre
 Parkes & District Cricket Association and Parkes District Junior Cricket 

Association.

4. Following public exhibition relating to the future management of the Grandstand, a 
further report be tabled that records the outcomes of the public exhibition period and 
provides recommendations for future management.
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Report

The Sporting Fields Master Plan was adopted at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 4 
November 2014. The Master Plan identified key directions for the Spicer Oval area which 
included:

 Level the playing surface and upgrade the oval floodlighting
 Construct a second playing field to the east of Spicer Oval
 Construct a new amenities block, canteen and public toilets between the two sports 

fields
 Remove the existing public toilet
 Retain and upgrade the grandstand, including the seating
 Install paths to link Spicer Oval to the broader path network within the complex 

Since the adoption of the Sporting Fields Master Plan, further inspection and investigation of 
the grandstand has revealed that the building is structurally unsound. A Structural Inspection 
Report, prepared by a structural engineer has revealed that the structural defects are due to 
the footings of the building not being structurally adequate to resist the foundation soil 
seasonal movements. The Report includes minimum rectification works (Section 5.1) 
required to make the structure fit for the purpose and restore structural adequacy for another 
20 years. A copy of the report is attached.

A scope of works has also been prepared in consultation with Council's Heritage Advisor for 
repairs to the bricks, window sashes and replacement of the timber seating and decorative 
timber batons etc.   

A cost estimate for the works has been prepared by a licensed builder and quantity surveyor 
and is attached to this report. The works detailed in the Structural Inspection Report and 
other required conservation measures such as painting, replacing timber seating, fixing 
balustrade etc is estimated at $201,920.00.
A Heritage Impact Statement has been prepared to review the heritage significance of the 
Grandstand and provide six options for the future of the building. The six options include 
doing nothing, demolition, repair the grandstand and three alternatives for integrating a new 
amenities building into/adjacent to the Grandstand. An evaluation of the various options has 
been prepared below: 
Evaluation of Options
Options Evaluation

1. Do nothing. The grandstand is currently structurally unsound and not 
safe for public use. A man proof fence is erected around the 
grandstand and will remain in place until necessary 
maintenance/repairs have been undertaken. If nothing is 
done, the grandstand will continue to deteriorate and there 
will continue to be no spectator seating available at Spicer 
Oval. 

2. Demolish Grandstand. Demolishing the grandstand is not consistent with the 
recommendations in the Master Plan for the Spicer Oval 
Complex. The Heritage Impact Statement identifies the 
Grandstand as having local cultural significance.  Demolition 
of the grandstand would remove the physical evidence of 
the building from the site and remove spectator seating and 
storage from the site.
An estimated project budged of $70,000.00 has been 
estimated for the demolition of the Grandstand.
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3. Repair grandstand as per the 
works detailed in Section 5.1 of 
the Structural Report and Scope of 
Works prepared by Council's 
Heritage Advisor.

Repairing the grandstand is consistent with the Master Plan 
for the Spicer Oval Complex and is appropriate given the 
heritage significance of the building. 
There is an allocated budget for the works. 
The facilities provided in the Grandstand do not meet 
current standards or provide any of the key directions 
detailed in the Master Plan, other than provide seating. 

4. Construct new amenities to the 
rear of the grandstand (Option 
One).

Option One provides the greatest opportunity to conserve 
the grandstand and to make use of the existing building.
By integrating amenities into the Grandstand, it will ensure 
that the Grandstand will continue to be used and valued by 
the community.
The proposed design assists in the long term stability of the 
original structure through it's location and bracing action, 
therefore minimising costs associated with the structural 
stabilisation recommended in the Structural Inspection 
Report. 
The cost of this option has not been investigated and no 
budget has been allocated.

5. Retain roof structure of 
grandstand and build a new stand 
and amenities underneath (Option 
Two).

Option Two retains the roof structure with new stand and 
amenities beneath.
The cost of this option has not been investigated and no 
budget has been allocated.

6. Construct new grandstand closer 
to the playing surface using the 
existing roof structure (Option 
Three). 

Option Three utilises the roof structure of the grandstand, 
but relocates the grandstand closer to the playing field. This 
option addresses the issue identified in the Master Plan for 
the Spicer Oval Complex that the grandstand is too far 
away from the playing field.
The cost of this option has not been investigated and no 
budget has been allocated. 

The integration of new amenities into the Grandstand was not originally identified in the 
Master Plan for the Spicer Oval Complex. Therefore it is recommended that Council engage 
in further public consultation regarding the options above and a further report be prepared 
for Council to review the findings of the consultation. 
Attachments - Distributed separately
1. Master Plan for the Spicer Oval Complex
2. Structural Inspection Report
3. Heritage Impact Statement
4. Cost Estimate
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12.3 (DPE) DA15106: Proposed Truck Depot at Lot 45 DP 850408 Woolstore Place, 
Parkes 

Development Application Information

Application No: DA15106
Applicant: Mr Allan Magill
Property: Lot 45 DP 850408 Woolstore Place, Parkes
Proposal: Truck Depot

Executive Summary

Development Application No. DA15106 proposes a Truck Depot on Lot 45 DP 850408, 
Woolstore Place, Parkes. The Development Application has been lodged by Allan Magill.  

The application has been presented to Council for determination as the proposed building is 
setback from the front property boundary 5 metres, rather than 10 metres as prescribed in 
the Parkes Development Control Plan 2013.

Background Information

The subject land was subdivided by Council in 1995.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

The subject land is serviced by a bio-cycle system which is part of Council's infrastructure. 
Council is currently investigating whether the bio-cycle system will need to be upgraded to 
accommodate the trade waste from the truck wash.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the application be approved subject to the conditions contained in 
the report.
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Report

Details of Proposed Development

The proposed development is for a depot which consists of a 30 metre by 30 metre shed 
containing office and amenities, workshop and wash bay. 

The site will contain two new concrete sealed vehicular accesses, 9 car parking spaces and 
a hard stand area for a truck parking and manoeuvring area. 

Landscaping consisting of trees and shrubs will be provided along the north, east and 
western boundary.    

A stormwater system will be installed to manage stormwater from the site and will consist of 
grated inlet pits and pipes, a grated silt arrestor, stone pitching and a v-drain around the 
perimeter of the site.

A copy of the site and elevation plans of the proposal and the Statement of Environmental 
Effects prepared in support of the proposal are included in an attachment to this report.

Location Map

Consultation

Engineering Assessment
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Access and Traffic:

150mm thick separate concreted driveways are proposed for entrance and exit of the site 
located at the Eastern and Northern corner of the site accordingly in order to cater for heavy 
vehicles. However, light vehicles would utilize the Eastern driveway for entry and exit the 
site. The driveway shall not cause any impediment to stormwater flow in the table drain and 
any utility services main located along the frontage road Woolstore Place. Adequate sight 
distance is available for both of the driveways. The geometry of the driveway shall be 
adequate to accommodate the sweep path of the heavy vehicles. The plan available with the 
application contains sweep path for the entrance only. 

The proposed development is not considered to be a traffic generator. According to the 
proposal, the estimated traffic movement in and out from the site would be 40 light vehicles, 
10 heavy vehicles mostly B-double as well as few numbers of semi-trailer truck and road 
train. The traffic utilizing the proposed development would not cause adverse impact on the 
adjacent road network.

Car Parking:
Under section 4.3.5 of the Parkes Council Development Control Plan 2013, Council is 
required to determine the required car parking to be provided to support developments. 

Car parking required for the proposed office and truck parking area is calculated considering 
the development as "Transport and Truck Depot". Detail calculation of the required car 
parking is as follows: 

 1 Space per on site staff x 4 staff = 4 spaces
 1 Space per transport vehicle present 

at peak time x 5 transport vehicle   = 5 spaces

 1 wash bay of a size that can accommodate 
largest vehicle typically visiting the site = 1 wash bay

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Total = 9 parking spaces & 1 wash bay

The proposed 9 car parking spaces including one disabled car parking space and a 30m 
long wash bay are adequate for the subject development. 

The car parking shall be designed and line marked in accordance with AS2890.1:2004 Off-
Street Car Parking.
 
Waste Products:
The proposed wash bay will likely produce oil contaminates from the vehicles when they are 
washed which will flow into an in-ground sump in the centre of the wash bay. The water from 
the sump will be pumped to an oil separator adjacent to the wash bay. This oil separator 
specification will be submitted to Council to seek approval prior to installation. The proposal 
suggests alternative options in order to manage the wash bay water after it has been 
through the oil separator. The waste will either be pumped to the sewer lines and flow to 
Councils sewer boundary point, or will be run in a separate line to the boundary so that it can 
go straight into an absorption pit and by-pass the sewer system. 
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The oil separator is proposed to be cleaned out regularly and pumped out by a contractor in 
compliance with requirements of the oil separator itself. The owner of the building will enter a 
trade waste agreement with Council as required for the disposal of this waste product. 
However, toilets and water closets to be drained into available sewer system. 

Stormwater Management:
According to the proposal, all stormwater collected from the roof area to be collected in the 
rain water tank in order to be used in the wash bay. All other surface run-off to be directed 
towards a proposed 600mm wide x 6000mm long grated silt arrestor followed by discharge 
into Council's drainage reserve via the proposed legal point of discharge located at the 
Western corner of the site. A pipe pit network is proposed in order to capture surface run-off 
from the truck turning area. 

Water:
The proposed development is within the Parkes water network area.  No water meter is 
connected to the proposed development site.  The applicant shall engage Council to have 
water connection to the site. The water meter must be of an appropriate size to suit the 
demands of the development including fire fighting requirements.
The construction of the internal water supply network is to be in accordance with AS3500 
National Plumbing and Drainage and any variations required by the NSW CoP. The internal 
water network will be owned and maintained by the owner of the development.

Environmental Assessment

In determining a development application, a consent authority is to take into consideration 
such of the following matters as are of relevance to the development the subject of the 
development application in accordance with Section 79C(1) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979. The following section provides an evaluation of the relevant 
Section 79C matters for consideration for DA15106:

Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012

The subject land is zoned SP1 Special Activities under the Parkes Local Environmental Plan 
2012. The Land Use Table for the SP1 zone permits a depot on the land. 

The subject land is also located in the Parkes National Logistics Hub Buffer Area, which 
protects the operational environment of the Parkes National Logistics Hub. Before granting 
development consent for development in this area, Council must consider whether the noise 
and other emissions associated with the Hub would have on the proposed development and 
whether the proposed development is likely to adversely affect the operational environment 
of the Hub.

It is assessed that the proposed depot will not be affected by noise and emissions 
associated with the Hub and will not adversely affect the operational environment of the Hub, 
due to the nature of the development.
 
State Environmental Planning Policies

The following State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPP) are considered particularly 
relevant to Council's consideration of the proposed truck depot:
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State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) No 55 - Remediation of Land

This Policy applies to the land and aims to provide for a State-wide planning approach to the 
remediation of contaminated land. Clause 7 of SEPP 55 requires the consent authority to 
consider whether land is contaminated prior to granting consent to carrying out of any 
development on that land, and if the land is contaminated, it is satisfied that the land is 
suitable in its current state or will be suitable after remediation for the purpose for which the 
development is proposed to be carried out.

The subject land was previously used for grazing and other agricultural type activities. There 
is no evidence of any potentially contaminating activities on the land.

State Environmental Planning Policy No. 64 - Advertising and Signage

This Policy states that the consent authority must not grant development consent to an 
application to display signage unless the consent authority is satisfied:

(a) that the signage is consistent with the objectives of this Policy as set out in clause 3 (1) 
(a), and

(b) that the signage the subject of the application satisfies the assessment criteria 
specified in Schedule 1

There is no details of any signage included in the application. Any future signage will need to 
be erected under the exempt provisions or alternatively, a further development application 
will need to be lodged if the signage does not meet the exempt criteria.

S79(C)(1)(a)(ii) Any Draft Environmental Planning Instrument

There are no draft Environmental Planning Instruments that apply to the development.

S79(C)(1)(a)(iii) Any Development Control Plan

Parkes Development Control Plan 2013 
The Parkes Development Control Plan 2013 (DCP) General Principles for Development and 
Section 4 - Industrial Development apply to the proposed development. The following is an 
assessment of compliance against the relevant development controls and objectives.

Section 4.3.2.1 Building Setbacks
The DCP states that the minimum building setback required from any road other than the 
Brolgan Road and Condobolin Road is 10 metres. The building setback areas are to be used 
for landscaping and staff and visitor car parking. Open storage is not permitted in this area.

The proposed shed is located 5 metres from the front property boundary. Landscaping and 
visitor and staff car parking areas are located within the front setback area and adjacent to 
the proposed shed.

A justification has been included in the application which states that the shed is proposed to 
be located 5 metres from the boundary in order to provide more manoeuvring and parking 
areas at the rear of the site. It also states that the development across the road has a 
reduced setback of approximately 3 metres and 6 metres from Woolstore Place.
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Given the surrounding development and the precedent that has been previously set in 
Woolstore Place, it is recommended that the proposed variation can be supported in this 
instance.

Section 4.3.3.1 Building Heights
The DCP requires buildings to not be above 20 metres in height from the natural ground 
level. The proposed ridge height of the shed is 7.82 metres which complies with Council's 
DCP.

4.3.4.1 Building Design
The DCP requires the street elevation of buildings to be constructed of finished concrete or 
other complimentary building materials. Site coverage of buildings must not be over 60%. 
The proposed development complies with these requirements. 

4.3.5.1 Car Parking
The DCP requires 1 space per on site staff member, plus 1 space per transport vehicle 
present at the time of peak vehicle accumulation on site as well as a vehicle wash bay to 
accommodate the largest vehicle typically visiting the site.

The development proposes to provide 9 on site car parking spaces, a 3604 m2 hard stand 
area to accommodate b-double parking areas. A wash bay for b-doubles is located in the 
shed. The proposed development complies with these requirements.  

4.3.5.3 Location of Parking Areas
The proposed off street car parking is readily accessible to the principal entrance and 
therefore complies.

4.3.5.4 Layout
The layout of the car parking and manoeuvring areas complies with Council's adopted 
Engineering Technical Specification. 

4.3.5.5 Fencing and Lighting
The proposed development is not located near any residential development and therefore 
lighting from head light glare will not be of concern.

4.3.5.6 Internal Road Design
The proposed driveways and internal roads meet the requirements of the DCP in terms of 
their width.

4.3.5.7 Landscaping of Car Parking Areas
An area of landscaping will be provided in the front building setback and adjacent to the car 
parking area, which will provide shade to the cars. 

4.3.5.9 Construction
Council's DCP requires car parking areas, vehicle entrances to public roads and internal 
driveways servicing car parking areas to be sealed and line marked. All other surfaces are to 
be constructed to an all-weather standard.

The proposal includes a concrete entry and exit and a two coat seal on the car parking area. 
the other surfaces will be road base and blue metal which complies with Council's 
requirements.
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4.3.5.12 Vehicle Access
Two new vehicle accesses will be constructed to allow for vehicles to enter and exit the site 
in a forward direction. The car parking area is located so that it is readily visible and 
accessible from the road frontage.

4.3.6 Fencing
The development will have a man proof mesh fence around the perimeter of the site. 

4.3.8 Outdoor Lighting
Lighting is proposed in the rear car parking area and around the workshop building. 

A condition of consent will require lighting to be designed and installed in accordance with 
Australian Standard AS4282 - Control of the Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting.

4.3.9 Services
Reticulated water is available to the site. Prior to works commencing on site, the site will 
need to be connected to the system. The site is serviced by a bio-cycle system which is part 
of Council's infrastructure. Council is currently investigating whether the existing system will 
be adequate for the disposal of trade waste. 

The proposed truck wash will discharge it's waste to Council sewerage system and therefore 
will enter into a Trade Waste Agreement with Council.

4.3.10 Landscaping
Landscaping is proposed to be located within the front building line of the site and provide 
shade to the cars in the car parking area. 

4.3.11 Waste Management
A truck wash will be constructed within the depot shed. The truck wash will produce oil 
contaminants from the vehicles when they are washed. An oil separator will be installed to 
separate the contaminants from the water and separated for regular cleaning and disposal 
by a licensed contractor. Water from the truck wash will be directed to Council's sewer and 
therefore a Trade Waste Agreement will be entered into with Council.  

The site will also be serviced by Council's kerbside garbage service and a skip bin which will 
be regularly collected by a private waste contractor.

4.3.12 Erosion and Sediment Control 
The proposed stormwater system includes a 6m long x 600mm wide pit and grated silt 
arrestor to capture any sediment collected as part of the site drainage. 

A condition of consent will be included which requires the development to be carried out in 
accordance with an erosion and sediment control plan prepared in accordance with 
Managing Stormwater Soils and Construction for construction and operational phases of the 
development. 

Version: 9, Version Date: 22/12/2015
Document Set ID: 804453



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 15 December 2015 Minutes Book Page 9253

General Manager Mayor

4.3.13 Stormwater Management
A preliminary stormwater plan has been submitted with the development application which 
demonstrates how stormwater will be managed on site. It is proposed to collect stormwater 
from the workshop building into tanks and use the water in the truck wash. Where there is 
overflow from the tanks, the water will be directed to a pit and pipe system and be collected 
in a 600mm wide by 6m long pit at the western corner of the site. Two grated inlet pits which 
will collect stormwater from the site and direct to the pit via PVC pipes. A graded v drain 
around the perimeter of the site will direct stormwater to the pit. 

A grated silt arrestor will be inside the pit and water will overflow from the pit through stone 
and into Council's drainage reserve. 

A condition of consent has been included which requires the silt arrestor to be regularly 
maintained.

4.3.14 Air Quality
A condition of consent has been included to ensure that the hard stand road base and blue 
metal area is maintained to ensure dust from the site is controlled.

4.3.15 Noise 
Noise generated from the development will primarily be from trucks entering and existing the 
site. The noise is not considered of significant impact and due to the location of the site and 
the surrounding development, it is unlikely that any properties in the surrounding area will be 
impacted. 

4.3.16 Hazardous Good and Site Contamination
A maximum quantity of 1800 litres of oil will be stored on site in various sized containers at  
any one time. The oil will be stored in a separate room which will drain to the truck wash bay 
in the event of a spill. The wash bay area has capacity to bund large spillages. 

S79(C)(1)(a)(iiia) Any Planning Agreement

There is no planning agreement that has been entered into under Section 93F of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 in relation to the development proposal.

S79(C)(1)(a)(iv) The EP & A Regulations

Section 79C(1)(a)(iv) of the Act requires the Council to also consider Clauses 92, 93, 94 and 
94A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation. The following provides an 
assessment of the relevant clauses of the Regulation: 

Clause 92 – The Government Coastal Policy does not apply to the Parkes Shire and 
therefore Clause 92(1)(a) and (b) are not applicable to this development proposal. The 
proposal does not involve demolition of a building and therefore the requirements of AS 
2601 do not need to be considered in accordance with Clause 92(2).

Clause 93 and 94 – The proposal does not involve the change of building classification of 
any structure and therefore no fire upgrades are required.
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Clause 94A – The proposal does not involve the erection of a temporary structure and 
therefore the requirements to consider fire safety and structural adequacy is unnecessary. 

There are no relevant prescribed matters relating to the proposed development and the 
subject land.

S79(C)(1)(b) The likely impacts of the Development

Section 79(C)(1)(b) requires the Council to consider the likely impacts of the development, 
including environmental impacts on both the natural and built environments as well as the 
social and economic impacts in the locality. The following provides an assessment of the 
likely impacts of the development:

Context and Setting 

The proposed development is located on an existing vacant allotment with the Parkes Hub. 
The site is clear of any vegetation other than grass. The lots surrounding the site are all 
vacant other than the lot to the north which contains Western Wool. A 20 metre wide 
drainage reserve adjoins the land to the west and a 10 metre drainage reserve adjoins the 
land to the south. 

The proposed development will not have any adverse impact on surrounding sites in terms 
of visual and acoustic privacy, overshadowing or views and vista. The site is considered 
appropriate in regards to its compatibility of  adjoining land uses.

Access, transport and traffic 
The proposed development will generate approximately 40 light vehicle movements per day 
and 10 truck movements per day. 

A new concrete entry and exit driveway will be provided to the site to accommodate the both 
trucks and light vehicle and car and truck parking spaces will be provided on the site.

Public Domain 
The proposed development will not have a negative impact on public recreational 
opportunities in the locality. There are no changes to the amount, location, design, use and 
management of public spaces in the area. The proposed development is assessed to not 
have a negative impact on public opportunities in the locality.

Utilities 
The site is already serviced by Council's reticulated water system, mains electricity and 
telecommunications. The site is currently serviced by a bio-cycle on-site treatment system. 
Council is currently investigating whether the current system will have the capacity to cater 
for the trade waste from the truck wash and any necessary upgrades that may be required.  

Heritage
There are no items of cultural heritage significance on the site. There are no Heritage Items 
listed under Parkes Local Environmental Plan 2012 or State Heritage Items listed on the 
State Heritage Register that relate to the site.
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Water 
The site will be connected to Council's reticulated water supply. The truck wash will use both 
stormwater and reticulated water. 

The proposed stormwater system will direct stormwater through a grated silt arrestor which 
will then discharge to the adjacent drainage reserve. 

The site is not flood prone and is not located on land that comprises a vulnerable aquifer. 
There are no permanent watercourses or wetlands identified in close proximity to the site.

Soils 
The development proposed to be located on land that has been cleared of native vegetation. 
Erosion and sedimentation controls will be implemented throughout construction and 
conditioned accordingly. 

Air & Microclimate 
The proposed development will be partly covered in blue metal and road base hard stand at 
the rear of the site has the potential to generate dust. A condition of consent will be included 
which requires the site to be maintained to prevent dust plumes.  

Noise and Vibration 
It is considered that due to the hours of operation, proximity to sensitive land uses, layout 
and design of the proposed development that the development will not have any significant 
noise impacts.

Social & Economic Impact in the Locality 
The proposed development will not have a negative social or economic impact. 

Safety, Security and Crime Prevention
The site will be fenced with a chain wire, man-proof fence and be approximately 1.8 metres 
high. The parking area at the rear of the site and  shed is proposed to be illuminated at night.

It is considered that the proposed measures will deter any criminal behaviour.

Site Design and Internal Design 
The proposed site design and internal design of the building is considered appropriate. The 
site can accommodates the required parking, vehicle manoeuvring and landscaping areas. 
The building will be required to comply with the Building Code of Australia. 

Cumulative Impacts 
It is considered there will be no negative cumulative impacts as a result of the proposed 
development. 

S79(C)(1)(c) the suitability of the site for the development

The site of the depot does not comprise a native ecological community and is not critical 
habitat for endangered flora and fauna due to the historic extensive clearing of the site. The 
subject land is not significantly affected by any natural hazards, there are no indications of 
heritage sites and there are no characteristics of the site that would render the proposal 
prohibitive. 
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The proposed depot is not expected to have a negative impact on the National Logistics 
Hub, nearby primary production lands, mineral and extractive resources or water supply 
catchments.

S79(C)(1)(d) Any Submissions Received

In accordance with Parkes Development Control Plan 2013 the application was notified to 
adjoining land owners from 12 November 2015 to 26 November 2015. No submissions were 
received.

S79(C)(1)(e) The Public Interest

The proposed development is considered to be within the public interest.

Conclusion

Development Application No. DA15106 proposes a truck depot on Lot 45 DP850408, 
Woolstore Place, Parkes. 

The application has been presented to Council for determination as the proposed building is 
setback from the front property boundary 5 metres, rather than 10 metres as prescribed in 
the Parkes Development Control Plan 2013.

Having considered the supplied documentation and the findings of site inspections, it is 
assessed that the impacts of the proposal and the likely environmental interactions between 
the proposed development and the environment are such that Council should not refuse the 
development application. Accordingly, a recommendation of conditional approval is listed 
herein. 

Conditions of Consent 

Approved Plans and Documentation

1. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved plan(s) numbered 
DA15106 and stamped by Parkes Shire Council and attached to this consent except 
where amended by any of the following conditions. 

2. All external lights shall be designed and maintained in accordance with the Australian 
Standard AS4282 - Control of the Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting so as not to 
cause a nuisance or adverse impact on the surrounding area or to motorists on nearby 
roads due to light overspill.

3. The landscaping area along the front property boundary must be physically separated 
from the car parking and trafficable areas to prevent vehicular movement from the car 
parking and trafficable areas.

4. Nine off-street car parking spaces shall be provided and suitably marked in 
accordance with the approved plans. Each space shall have minimum dimensions in 
accordance with AS2890.1:2004 Off-Street Car Parking and Council's Engineering 
Standards. 
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Prior to the Commencement of Works

5. The Applicant is to obtain a Construction Certificate from either Council or an 
Accredited Certifying Authority, certifying that the proposed works are in accordance 
with the Building Code of Australia and applicable Council Development and 
Engineering Standards prior to any building works commencing. 

Note: No building, engineering or excavation work is to be carried out in relation 
to this development until the necessary construction certificates have been 
obtained.

Note: It is the responsibility of the Applicant to ensure that the development 
complies with the Building Code of Australia and applicable development 
and engineering standards. This may entail alterations to the proposal so 
that it complies with these standards.

6. The applicant is to submit to Parkes Shire Council, at least two (2) days prior to the 
commencement of any works, a ‘Notice of Commencement of Building or Subdivision 
Works’ and ‘Appointment of Principal Certifying Authority’.

7. The Applicant is to obtain all relevant approvals to carry out sewerage work, to carry 
out stormwater drainage work and to carry out water supply work from Parkes Shire 
Council prior to commencing works to and comply with any conditions of that permit.

Note: All work shall be carried out by a licensed plumber and drainer and to the 
requirements of the Plumbing Code of Australia. 

8. A water metre is to be installed on site which is of adequate size to serve the 
development in accordance with the requirements of Parkes Shire Council's 
Engineering Standard and the Building Code of Australia. Any necessary upgrading of 
the existing service is to be at full cost to the Applicant.

During Construction

9. Building activities and excavation work involving the use of electric of pneumatic tools 
or other noisy operations shall be carried out only between 7.00 am and 6.00 pm on 
weekdays and 8.00 am and 1.00 pm on Saturdays.  No work on Sundays or Public 
Holidays is permitted.

10. A copy of the stamped approved plans must be kept onsite for the duration of site 
works and be made available upon request to an officer of the Council.

11. All loading, unloading and storage of goods, equipment, tools and building materials, 
or the carrying out of building works shall be carried out within the confines of the 
property. No loading, unloading and storage of goods, equipment, tools and building 
materials, or the carrying out of building operations related to the development 
proposal shall be carried out on the nature strip, footpath or public roadway system.

12. Throughout the course of building operations on the land, toilet facilities are to be 
provided, at or in the vicinity of the work site on which work involved in the erection or 
demolition of a building is being carried out. Toilet facilities are to be provided at a rate 
of one toilet for every 20 persons or part of 20 persons employed at the site.
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13. All building rubbish and debris, including that which can be wind blown, shall be 
contained on site in a suitable container for disposal at an approved Parkes Shire 
Council Waste Landfill Depot. The container shall be on the building site prior to work 
commencing and shall be maintained for the term of the construction to the completion 
of the project.

14. Any damage caused to footpaths, roadways, utility installations and the like by reason 
of construction operations shall be made good and repaired to a standard equivalent to 
that existing prior to commencement of construction. The full cost of restoration/repairs 
of property or services damaged during the works shall be met by the Applicant.

15. All plumbing and drainage work must be carried out by a licensed plumber and drainer 
in accordance with Australian Standard AS/NZS 3500:2003, the Plumbing Code of 
Australia. 

16. Erosion and sedimentation controls must be in place prior to the commencement of 
site works and maintained throughout construction activities. The controls shall be in 
accordance with latest publication of Managing Urban Stormwater – Soils and 
Construction produced by Landcom.

17. Prior to any work commencing within a public road reserve, detailed engineering design 
drawings of intended works shall be submitted for the approval by Parkes Shire Council’s 
Director Engineering Services. The drawings are to be accompanied by associated 
sediment control plans, environmental management plans, work method statements and 
traffic control plans.

Note: Traffic Control Plans are to be prepared in accordance with Australian 
Standard 1742.3 ‘Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Pt 3: Traffic 
Control Devices for Works on Roads’ and be fully implemented.

Prior to Occupation

18. Prior to the issue of any Occupation Certificate, the v-drains around the perimeter of 
the site must be in place to drain stormwater to the silt arrestor as per the approved 
plans. 

19. Prior to the issue of any Occupation Certificate, the stone pitching must be in place as 
per the approved plans.

20. Prior to the issue of a Final Occupation Certificate, the owner must submit to Council a 
final Fire Safety Certificate stating that each essential fire safety measure specified in 
the current Fire Safety Schedule for the building to which the certificate relates:

a) has been assessed by a properly qualified person; and
b) was found, when it was assessed, to be capable of performing to a standard not 

less than that required by the current Fire Safety Schedule for the building.

Further, the assessment must be carried out within a period of three (3) months of the 
date on which the final Fire Safety certificate was issued. The owner of the building 
must forward a copy of the certificate to the New South Wales Fire Brigades and must 
prominently display a copy in the building.
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Note: A final Fire Safety Certificate must be provided before a final Occupation 
Certificate can be issued for the building and must be provided if a Fire 
Safety Order is made in relation to the building premises.

21. Prior to the occupation or use, an Occupation Certificate must be obtained from the 
Principal Certifying Authority for the development.

Operational and Ongoing Use of the Development

22. The silt arrestor is to be regularly maintained to ensure it's ongoing proper 
functionality. 

23. Landscaping is to be maintained for the life of the development.

24. The location and facilities for the collection, storage and disposal of waste generated 
within the premises must be in such a manner that the waste materials/storage bins or 
refuse areas are not visible from any public place.

25. All vehicles must enter and exit the site in a forward direction.

26. All loading and unloading of delivery vehicles, is to take place off-street and must not 
inhibit the free flow of vehicles accessing the site or other premises in the area. 

27. The trafficable areas covered in blue metal and road base material are to be 
maintained by providing adequate material to ensure dust is minimised. 

28. Dust suppression measures are to be implemented as required to ensure dust does 
not cause a nuisance to surrounding properties.   

29. The owner of the building must submit to Parkes Shire Council an Annual Fire Safety 
Statement from a competent person so as to certify the essential fire safety measures 
in the building. The Annual Fire Safety Statement shall be within 12 months of the 
issue of the fire safety certificate, and then on an annual basis. 

30. Any chemicals and other liquids must be stored in suitable receptacles in an area that 
is bunded or has a spill containment system that will minimise the risk of pollution from 
liquid spills/leaks. Any bund walls and floors shall be constructed of impervious 
materials and shall be of sufficient size to contain 125% of the total volume of the 
stored products. 

31. The repair, servicing and maintenance of all vehicles must take place in a bunded 
work bay drained to a holding tank or like device so that any liquid wastes produced 
from such repair, servicing or maintenance can be either retained for recycling or 
disposed of in accordance with a Trade Waste Approval from Parkes Shire Council.

32. No contaminated waste water or liquid waste is to be discharged into Parkes Shire 
Council's stormwater system or sewerage system.  All separated waste water from the 
wash bay must be discharged in accordance with the approved Trade Waste Approval 
issued by Parkes Shire Council.
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33. There must be no interference with the amenity of the area by reason of the emission 
of any "offensive noise" as defined in the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 
1997, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, vapour, steam, soot, ash or dust, or otherwise as 
a result of the development.

Prescribed conditions 

34. The work must be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Building 
Code of Australia.

35. A sign must be erected in a prominent position on any site on which building work, 
subdivision work or demolition work is being carried out: 
(a) showing the name, address and telephone number of the principal certifying 

authority for the work, and
(b) showing the name of the principal contractor (if any) for any building work and a 

telephone number on which that person may be contacted outside working 
hours, and

(c) stating that unauthorised entry to the site is prohibited.

Any such sign is to be maintained while the building work, subdivision work or 
demolition work is being carried out, but must be removed when the work has been 
completed.

Attachments 

1. Statement of Environmental Effects
2. Site Plan
3. Floor Plan 
4. Elevation and Section Plan
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13 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT
13.1 (DES) Regional Road REPAIR Program 2016/2017 

Executive Summary

Submissions have been lodged for inclusion in the 2016/2017 Regional Road REPAIR 
Program. Projects that have been submitted include the widening of sections of Renshaw 
McGirr Way (MR233) and also for seal extension on the Peak Hill - Tullamore Road 
(MR348).

Background Information

See Report.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Plan Future Direction relating to: 
8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure
8.2 Manage Road Assets
8.2.6 Seek additional grant funding for construction and maintenance of roads and 
associated facilities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Plan: Good

Seeking grants for the improvement of the road network is a key Delivery Plan action.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Plan: Major

If the applications are not successful the projects will need to be completed over an 
extended period of time.

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Success of the applications will have positive impacts across the Quadruple Bottom Line 
through gaining additional funding to address environmental and social problems in the road 
system, showing strong Civic Leadership.
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Funding under the REPAIR must be matched by Council. Council's funding is from the Block 
Grant Allocation for Regional Roads. Council generally commits up to $400,000 from the 
Block Grant to match the maximum available from the REPAIR Program.

Recommendation

1. That the submissions for funding under the 2016/2017 Regional Road REPAIR 
Program be noted.

Report

Submissions have been invited for projects for inclusion in the 2016/2017 Regional Road 
REPAIR Program. Projects submitted include the widening of a 2.7 kilometre section of 
Renshaw McGirr Way (MR233) from the intersection of Job Lane to Coobang Road, and of a 
seal extension for a four kilometre section of the Peak Hill - Tullamore Road (MR348) from 
the end of the bitumen to Back Peak Hill Road.

Council has previously resolved to apply for the maximum amount available (currently 
$400,000).  This amount must then be matched by Council from the Block Grant Allocation 
for Regional Roads.

Generally, the REPAIR Programme is the only additional source of funds available at 
present for regional roads.  The application process is reliant on the projects gaining 
sufficient points to warrant funding.  If the sections proposed do not attract sufficient points to 
warrant REPAIR funding they would have to be progressively completed over several years 
utilising Block Grant funding only.

The Rural Road Advisory Group has also highlighted the need to address the current state 
of the Peak Hill - Tullamore Road (MR348). One section of this vital link was successful 
under the 2013/14 where a submission was successfully lodged to correct safety issues with 
the horizontal and vertical alignment 30.6 to 31.4 kilometres from Peak Hill. The 800 metre 
section is located between Bruie Plains Road (SR1158) and Athlone Lane (SR146). The 
estimated cost for this project is $200,000 with $100,000 from REPAIR. This project was 
successful for the 2013/14 Program however was regrettably withdrawn from Councils 
program following survey investigations highlighting that the project scope was far greater 
than initially anticipated and that the current funding level was well below the amount 
granted. The section proposed under this current funding round will connect a missing seal 
link between Peak Hill and Tullamore as Back Peak Hill Road, (SR126) is fully sealed.

Renshaw McGirr Way (MR233) has not received any funding of significance over the past 
several years as successful REPAIR applications have been submitted for The Bogan Way, 
on both the North and South sections. This has resulted in edge breaks and edge drops 
developing.

With current programs such as Fixing Country Roads and the Heavy Vehicle Safety 
Productivity Programme currently funding significant safety upgrades along The Bogan Way, 
it was decided that Renshaw McGirr Way be submitted for consideration.
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The points attracted based on the scoring criteria are in line with previously successful 
points, so it stands a good chance of success for this round, subject to the submissions 
lodged by other Councils.

The Rural Road Advisory Group have been involved throughout the application process and 
will be advised of applications submitted at its next meeting which was unfortunately 
postponed last month.

Attachments

Nil.
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13.2 (DES) Removal of Street Tree at Thornbury Street 

Executive Summary

Following recent asset inspections along Councils footpath and kerb network, several trees 
within Parkes have been identified as creating significant ongoing maintenance works 
resulting in damage of Councils assets and infrastructure. 

In preparation for footpath and children's crossing works at Parkes East Public School, a 
eucalyptus tree highly effected by fungus has been identified for removal. 

Background Information

Council is proposing to upgrade the Parkes East Public School Pedestrian Crossing which is 
located next to the tree that is proposed to be removed. If the tree remains in its current 
position the crossing will be affected by tree roots causing more maintenance issues.

Council's Parks and Gardens Coordinator (Shire Presentation) has inspected the tree and 
concluded that it has been made unviable due to a fungal infection.

Council has liaised with the adjoining land owners at Thornbury St to advise of the proposed 
action plan and to obtain additional information regarding the tree removal from the 
residents. The adjoining land owners have expressed no concern regarding the removal of 
the tree and have responded positively to the proposed crossing and footpath works.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Councils Urban Street Tree Policy

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily affect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 2. Improve Health and Well Being
7. Care for the environment in a Changing Climate
8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Average

The cost of removal would be included in Councils School Precinct Footpath project, along 
with reduced maintenance, costs would have a neutral affect on the Delivery Plan.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

The cost of removal would be included in Councils School Precinct Footpath project budget.
The removal is estimated to cost $755.00.

Recommendation

1. That Council remove the one (1) street tree in Thornbury Street, opposite Parkes East 
Public School in order to improve safety at the children's crossing.

Attachments

1. Photos of identified trees and asset damage.

Tree in Thornbury Street, opposite Parkes East Public School
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Evidence of  Fungal infection

Broken Kerb and Gutter
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14 DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT
14.1 (DI) Central West Lachlan Landcare Community Garden Project 

Executive Summary

Central West Lachlan Landcare (CWLL) are seeking approval from Parkes Shire Council for 
their support to pursue funding for a Community Demonstration Garden to be established in 
the unused portion of Kelly Reserve to the south of the play equipment (map attached). 

In addition to Council support, CWLL are also seeking confirmation that the proposed area of 
Kelly Reserve can be utilised for this project.

Background Information

Interest in a Community Garden within Parkes has been expressed previously by CWLL and 
the PCYC. CWLL are prepared to apply for the funding for this project as well as oversee the 
design, construction and initial management of the garden (with assistance from PSC). 
Pending a successful grant application, CWLL would work closely with PSC to ensure the 
project delivers the best outcomes for CWLL, Council and the wider Parkes Shire 
community. 

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 

2.5 Improve Health and Wellbeing: Maximise public safety;

6.3 Enhance Recreation and Culture: Maintain and develop sporting, recreational and 
cultural facilities;

7.1 Care for the Environment in a Changing Climate: Improve the environmental outcomes 
of Council's operations;

7.2 Care for the Environment in a Changing Climate: Raise awareness of sustainable 
practices in the Community.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor
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Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Pending Councils resolution Central West Lachlan Landcare will apply for grant funding to 
finance the project through the NSW Department of Justice under their Community Safety 
Fund which will provide up to $250,000 to non-government or not-for-profit organisations for 
community safety initiatives with a crime prevention focus.

Parkes Shire Council will provide technical support and resources through Parks and 
Gardens staff and councils Environmental Officer.

Recommendation

1. That Council provide in-principle support to the concept of a Community 
Demonstration Garden.

2. That the portion of land in Kelly Reserve shown be set aside for such usage.

Report

All relevant information is included in the attached letter from Central West Lachlan 
Landcare.

Attachments

1. Aerial map showing proposed location of Community Demonstration Garden within 
Kelly Reserve.

2. Letter from Central West Lachlan Landcare seeking Council support for the project.
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14.2 (DI) WTP and STP Ministerial Approval 

Executive Summary

Council has received approval from the Minister for Primary Industries and Water to award 
tenders and sign contracts for the Water and Sewage Treatment Plant projects. The Stage 3 
funding offer has also been received for the Sewage Treatment Plant project. The funding 
percentage amounts to 38% being a total value of $9M of the total $24M project.

The contract for both projects has been signed with John Holland Pty Ltd.

Background Information

The projects are funded under the NSW Country Towns Water and Sewerage Scheme. An 
offer has previously been received for the Water Treatment Plant project of 45.8%.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Demonstrated Civic leadership and environmental stewardship.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Low

The project has been included in the current Delivery Program and has been funded by the 
NSW State Government.

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The confirmation of the total subsidy for the combined projects allows for final budgets to be 
confirmed, including the level of any borrows and reserve transfers required.
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Recommendation

1. That the seal of Council be applied to the acceptance for the subsidy offer.
2. That a letter of thanks be forwarded to the Minister for the funding offer and the 

approval to award tenders. 

Attachments

1. Ministerial letters
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15 CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES
15.1 Committee Minutes - Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting held 8 December 

2015 

Executive Summary

The Heritage Advisory Committee held a meeting on Tuesday 8 December 2015. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider community member nominations to join the 
Committee and a late local heritage grant application and provide a heritage review study 
update. 

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities 3.4.3.1 Facilitate Parkes Shire 
Heritage Committee

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Very Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The budget for heritage grants in 2015/16 is $17,500.00 and $362.50 is unallocated.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of Heritage Advisory Committee held on 8 December 2015 be 
received and noted and the recommendations be endorsed by Council.

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Heritage Advisory Committee meeting held on 8 December 2015.
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15.2 Committee Minutes - Parkes Shire Project and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) 
Committee Meeting held 15 December 2015 

Executive Summary

The Parkes Shire Projects and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) Committee will hold its 
inaugural meeting on 15 December 2015.

The Committee has been established to allow Council to consider naming opportunities for 
new infrastructure projects within the Shire.

Minutes of the meeting will be tabled at the Council meeting.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 6. Enhance Recreation and Culture

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of Parkes Shire Projects and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) 
Committee held on 15 December 2015 be received and noted and the 
recommendations contained therein be endorsed by Council.

Attachments

Minutes of Parkes Shire Projects and Infrastructure Naming (Sunset) Committee held on 15 
December 2015 to be circulated at Council meeting.
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15.3 Committee Minutes - Road Naming Committee Meeting 15 December 2015 

Executive Summary

A Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee meeting was held on Tuesday 15 
December 2015.

Background Information

The Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee was formed in 1998 to work through the 
process of naming the Shire's rural roads that had previously only been identified by 
numbers.  The Committee considers all road naming requests and makes recommendations 
to Council.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Road naming is carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Roads Act 1993 and 
Roads Regulation 2008 and the NSW Road Naming Policy.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 
2. Improve Health and Well Being
2.5. Maximise Public Safety 

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

The naming of the Shire's road system has improved the safety of the rural residents by 
making it easier to provide directions to properties.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic Leadership 

The positive outcomes resulting from the implementation of road naming indicate Council's 
strong Civic Leadership in it's commitment to the Social needs of the community.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Cost of advertising and erection and ongoing maintenance of signage. Developers of 
subdivisions pay a fee to cover these costs.
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Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee held 15 
December 2015 be adopted.

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee held 15 December 2015 
will be circulated at the meeting.
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Minutes Of The Parkes Shire Council Road Naming Committee Meeting Held 15 
December 2015

Meeting opened: 12:30pm

PRESENT: Cr Ken McGrath
Cr Pat Smith 
Mr Ben Howard (Director Engineering Services)

APOLOGIES: Cr Ken Keith 
Cr Belinda McCorkell
Cr Louise O'Leary

1. Consideration of previous minutes
Consideration of suggested name for Welcome Street, south of Railway Station

Correspondence from Ms Kay Sheargold supporting the suggested name for renaming 
of the portion of Welcome Street, south of the railway station, Parkes. The name Butler 
Lane has been advertised for public comment with one verbal submission (of support 
from Mr Nolan of Austral Street) and one written submission, received from Mr John 
Fletcher.

Committee Recommendation:  

That the name Butler Lane be submitted for gazettal and that Council assists residents 
with the name change process.

(Cr Smith/Cr McGrath)
Consideration of suggested names for un-named roads

The name Corcoran Road has been advertised for public comment. No submissions 
received.

Committee Recommendation:  

That the name Corcoran Road be submitted for gazettal.
(Cr McGrath/Cr Smith)

2. Consideration of suggested name for un-named road, Alectown
Letter from Joan Vandervord, Alectown suggesting a name for the unnamed road that 
she resides on, east and parallel to Kadina Street, from the intersection of Dernancourt 
Road to Mamre Road, Alectown.

Committee Recommendation:  

That the name Vanvilla Road be proposed and submitted for public comment.
(Cr McGrath/Cr Smith)

3. General Business
Nil.

Meeting Closed: 12.45pm.
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16 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF URGENCY

17 CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS

17.1 (DPE) Former Gasworks Site 

Prepared By: Director Planning & Environment

Reason for Confidentiality

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(g) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Council's Code of Meeting Practice, which permits the meeting to 
be closed to the public for business relating to the following: -

(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from 
production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege

Executive Summary

The NSW EPA has received notification under Section 60 of the Contaminated Land 
Management Act 1997 regarding contaminated material identified as gasworks waste in the 
rail corridor adjoining the former Parkes Municipal Council East Street Gasworks.

The EPA has invited Council to apply for the maximum funding of $200,000 to investigate 
and assess whether the contamination is significant and for the preparation of remediation 
documentation.

Council must now decide whether to submit a grant application under the EPA’s Council 
Gasworks Program for funds to investigate the legacy site and the adjoining site as 
identified.

Background Information

The Parkes Municipal Gas Plant was constructed in 1910 and produced coal gas from 1911 
until 1970 when the town was transferred to LPG. Council demolished the gas retort house 
building in 1975. The site was cleared and redeveloped by the former Parkes Municipal 
Council and leased to J Murray – More (NSW) Pty Limited (1985 – 1992) and various 
commercial leases including Onesteel Trading Pty Limited (1992 -2015).  See Attachment 2 
Excerpt from "PARKES One hundred years of Local Government" - Chapter 18 Gas 
Undertaking.

During John Holland Rail routine under bridge replacement works potentially contaminated 
material, being identified as a black tar-like substance, was uncovered in the rail corridor 
adjoining the former Parkes Municipal Council East Street Gasworks.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications
Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 Section 60.
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Grant funds to a maximum of $200,000 are available for investigation and $500,000 for 
remediation. Council should allow for inkind support as well as a Project Management 
budget of $20,000.

Recommendation

1. Council make application under the Gasworks Program for the maximum grant of 
$200,000.

2. An amount of $20,000 be set aside as council's contribution for project management 
and implementation should the application be successful.

Report

The NSW EPA has received notification under Section 60 of the Contaminated Land 
Management Act 1997 regarding contaminated material identified as gasworks waste in the 
rail corridor adjoining the former Parkes Municipal Council East Street Gasworks.

ERM Australia was commissioned by Country Regional Network John Holland Rail Ltd to 
undertake an Environmental Site Assessment of land to investigate the extent of the 
identified contamination. This revealed that the tar like material extended east from the 
former gasworks site boundary, on the access road and within the engineered surface water 
depression towards a stormwater culvert before discharging to the neighbouring vacant 
property south of the site.  See Attachment 1 Figure 2.

Soil analytical results indicated health based screening criteria exceedances for 
commercial/industrial land use practices. As required by their obligations under the 
Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 notification was provided to Parkes Shire Council 
and the EPA.

Council Gasworks Program

The operation of former gas manufacturing plants on sites located throughout NSW has left 
a legacy of contamination in soil and groundwater at these sites and on occasions adjoining 
sites.

Grant funds are available for investigation to a maximum of $200,000 and remediation up to 
a maximum of $500,000 and applications are by invitation only from the EPA Contaminated 
Sites Branch.

A meeting has been held with the Program Manager Contaminated Land Management 
Program and an invitation has been received to apply for the maximum grant for 
investigation.
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Comments

Council is responsible for remediation of the site under the CLM Act. While funds are only 
available in regard to legacy sites investigations and remediation may be extended where 
adjoining sites are affected. This provides an opportunity in the first instance for Council to 
carry out a full investigation of the former Onesteel site, the adjoining rail corridor and private 
lands affected to identify any remaining contamination and to produce remediation 
documentation.

Council should accept the invitation and apply for the maximum grant of $200,000 under the 
CLM Program.

Attachments

1. ERM Report Figure 2. Site Features and Sample location.

2. Excerpt from "PARKES One hundred years of Local Government" - Chapter 18 Gas 
Undertaking
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17.2 (DTCS) Ron Harrison Bursary and Jack Scoble Scholarship Funding  

Prepared By: Director Technology and Corporate Service

Reason for Confidentiality

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Council's Code of Meeting Practice, which permits the meeting to 
be closed to the public for business relating to the following: -

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed:
(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it

Executive Summary

The Rotary Club of Parkes Inc. have advised that the incoming Board have reviewed their 
Donations Plan as part of a process to plan for future donations.  The Review will have an 
impact on the Ron Harrison OAM Memorial Bursary and the Jack Scoble Scholarship 
awarded annually.

Background Information

Parkes Shire Council, supported by Parkes Rotary established the Ron Harrison OAM 
Memorial Bursary in 1985 and the Jack Scoble Scholarship in 2006 to acknowledge the 
service to the community of these two long serving community members.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Council currently allocates $500.00 per annum to the Ron Harrison OAM Memorial Bursary 
and $6,500.00per annum to the Jack Scoble Scholarship.

Recommendation

1. That a letter of appreciation be forwarded to the Rotary Club of Parkes Inc. for their 
contribution to the Scholarships.

2. That funds be allocated from the Donations and Appeals fund to cover any shortfall in 
the current round of scholarships and that the matter be reviewed prior to the next 
round of Scholarships.
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Report

Parkes Shire Council, supported by Parkes Rotary, established the Ron Harrison OAM 
Memorial Bursary in 1985 and the Jack Scoble Scholarship in 2006 to acknowledge the 
service to the community of these two long serving community members.

Details of the Scholarship and Bursary are below for Councillors information:

Jack Scoble Scholarship

Parkes Shire Council, supported by various community groups including Rotary established 
the Jack Scoble Educational Scholarship in 2006 as a meaningful way to recognise the 
quality and longevity of his service to the Parkes community.

The late Mr Scoble MBE, OAM was Mayor of Parkes from 1966 to 1979 and died in 2003, 
providing a profound legacy of community involvement, civic pride, leadership and high 
personal values.

The Scholarship is offered on an annual basis to a student or students completing the Higher 
School Certificate live within the Parkes Shire and undertaking their first year of fulltime 
university studies.

To be eligible for consideration applicants need to effectively demonstrate:
• Entry into an approved academic course;
• Academic merit, and
• Benefit to the wider community from the studies undertaken.

Successful applicants are selected by Council's Scholarships Committee which comprises of 
representatives from the Parkes Shire Council, Parkes Rotary Club and a community 
representative.

Between 2006 and 2015 $54,000 worth of financial assistance has been provided to young 
Parkes Shire Community members in the form of the Jack Scoble Scholarship.

Ron Harrison OAM Memorial Bursary 

The purpose of the bursary is to:

• Perpetuate the memory of the late Mr Ron Harrison who died in February 1985, for his 
contribution to the community of Parkes and district, particularly in the development of 
sport; and

• Provide financial assistance to the Sportsperson of the Parkes Shire, particularly those 
at junior levels, who demonstrate the need for this assistance to further develop their 
career.

Successful applicants will be selected by a committee comprise one representative each 
from the Parkes Shire Council, Parkes Rotary Club, Parkes Sports Council and Parkes 
Leagues Club.
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The awards are presented during the Australia Day celebrations in Cooke Park on 
26 January of each year.

The Rotary Club of Parkes Inc. has advised that given the falling revenue of the Club they 
have reviewed their donation process. The Club has offered alternative arrangements to 
cover the Ron Harrison Bursary and advised the annual contribution to the Jack Scoble 
Scholarship will be reduced to a lower rate from $1,000 per annum to $250.00 per annum.  

The arrangement suggested for the Ron Harrison bursary is to transfer the $10,000 held in 
trust to cover the bursary to the Parkes Sports Council for the Sports Council to manage.   
The Sports Council at their meeting of Tuesday 8 December 2015 discussed the issue, and 
it was resolved that a letter be written thanking Rotary for their contribution in the past and 
taking them up on their option to provide $10,000 as the final contribution to the bursary, with 
the Sports Council to manage the funds going forward.

The Rotary Club advised their contribution to the Jack Scoble Scholarship would be reduced 
from $1,000 to $250.00 per annum.  Currently Council allocates $6,500 per annum to the 
Scholarship along with funds from the Parkes M&D $250.00 and $100.00 Parkes Bowling & 
Sports Club.  This will leave a shortfall of $750.00 for the current round of Scholarships.

The options to consider are

1. To increase the allocation to the Jack Scoble Scholarship by $750.00 per annum to be 
reviewed prior to the next round of scholarships.

2. To reduce the amount of the scholarship allocations to recipients.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from Rotary Club of Parkes Inc.
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