
PARKES SHIRE COUNCIL
O u r  M i s s i o n :   T o  D e l i v e r  P r o g r e s s  a n d  V a l u e  t o  o u r  C o m m u n i t y

Our Communities Vision: 
In 2022 the Parkes Shire will be a progressive regional centre, 
embracing a national logistics hub with vibrant communities, 

diverse opportunities, learning and healthy lifestyles.

MINUTES

TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2015

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council held at the Council 
Administration Centre, 2 Cecile Street, Parkes, commencing at 2.00 pm for the 

purpose of considering the items included on the Agenda.

GENERAL MANAGER: Kent Boyd
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Ordinary Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Council Chambers, 2 Cecile Street on 
Tuesday 17 March 2015at 2.00pm.

PRESENT
Councillor K J Keith OAM, (in the Chair) Councillor A J Ward
Councillor M J Greenwood OAM Councillor R C Haddin
Councillor B J McCorkell Councillor K M McGrath
Councillor B F Newton Councillor L A O'Leary
Councillor G W Pratt Councillor P J Smith

IN ATTENDANCE
General Manager - K Boyd
Director Technology and Corporate Services - L Finn
Director Planning and Environment - S Campbell
Director Engineering Services - B Howard
Chief Financial Officer - O Jensen
Culture, Education and Library Services Manager – S Buckle
Acting Tourism Manager – B Link
Minutes Secretary - E Spedding

MEETING COMMENCEMENT
The Meeting commenced at 2.00pm.

1 PRAYER
The Mayor asked the General Manager to open proceedings with a prayer.

2 APOLOGIES
Nil.

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

15 - 096 Resolution

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council held on Tuesday 03 March 
2015 copies of which have been forwarded to Councillors, be confirmed.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Alan Ward.

CARRIED
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4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Ken Keith declared an interest in Item 11.5 (REASON Related entity to an 
individual mentioned in the report).

5 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION
Nil.

6 LATE BUSINESS
In accordance with Council's Code of Meeting Practice 3.7(c) a decision is now required to 
determine which, if any Late item/s submitted to the meeting will be dealt with at the meeting 
or deferred for further consideration at a future Ordinary Meeting of Parkes Shire Council.

15 - 097 Resolution

That Late Item/s 11.5 and 16.2 be considered at this Council meeting.

Moved Councillor Alan Ward, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.
CARRIED

7 MAYORAL MINUTES
7.1 Mayoral Minute Functions Attended by Mayor and Councillors  

Executive Summary

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or 
Senior Staff in relation to community events or civic matters.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted.

15 - 098  Resolution

1. That the information be received and noted.
2. That a letter of congratulations be forwarded to the Currajong Aboriginal Health Centre on 
their successful opening on 13 March 2015.

Moved Councillor George Pratt, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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7.2 Mayoral Minute Coming Known Events for Mayor and Councillors  

Executive Summary

A report on functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation 
to community events or civic matters.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted.

15 - 099 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Belinda McCorkell, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED

8 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS
Nil.

9 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation  

Executive Summary

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of 
appreciation for services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff.  The most 
recently received is from the Peak Hill Australia Day Committee.

Recommendation

That the information be received and noted.

15 - 100 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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10 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
10.1 (GM) Appointment of Directors  

Executive Summary

I am pleased to report that following recruitment and interview processes, that Mr Ben 
Howard has been appointed to the position of Director Engineering Services and Mr Andrew 
Francis appointed to the position of Director Infrastructure.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That Ben Howard and Andrew Francis be congratulated on their respective 
appointments. 

15 - 101 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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10.2 (GM) Inland Rail Service Offering  

Executive Summary

The Hon. John Anderson AO Chair, Inland Rail Implementation Group has provided an 
update on Inland Rail and forwarded an Inland Rail Service Offering - a reference point for 
Inland Rail stakeholders.

The Group are encouraging all stakeholders to encourage their local business and service 
providers along the proposed inland rail route to read the Service Offering in order to help 
build momentum around this important nation building project.

The Hon. Warren Truss MP Deputy Prime Minister of Australia and the Minister for 
Infrastructure and Regional Development announced another boost for the proposed 
Melbourne to Brisbane Inland rail route with the announcement of the first round of open 
tenders. The tenders are for engineering design and environmental services.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That local businesses and service providers be encouraged to read the brochure 
outlining the Service Offering

15 - 102 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Alan Ward, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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11 DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
REPORT

11.1 (DTCS) Financial Information as at 27 February 2015  

Executive Summary

A regular report is provided to Council in relation to a number of financial indicators, 
including investments, total monthly repayments, receipting and collection of rate revenue.

Recommendation

1. That the report detailing accounts paid, rate revenue collected, receipts received and 
the bank reconciliation to 27 February 2015 be received and noted.

15 - 103 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED

11.2 (DTCS) Investments as at 28 February 2015  

Executive Summary

The carrying value of Council's investments at 28 February 2015 was $ 59,821,648.

Recommendation

1. That the information in relation to investments held at 28 February 2015 be received 
and noted.

15 - 104 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Belinda McCorkell, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED
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11.3 (DTCS) Tourism and Event Update March 2015  

Executive Summary

A brief update of general Shire tourism and event activities.

Recommendation

That the Tourism and Event Update be received and noted.

15 - 105 Resolution

1. That the information be received and noted.
2. That Council defer the submission to the A League Central Coast Mariners for the hosting 
of a pre-season match for 12 months.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.

CARRIED

At this stage the meeting adjourned at 3:06pm for afternoon tea.

The meeting resumed at 3:34pm.

11.4 (DTCS) Library Service Statistics and Monthly Update  

Executive Summary

Library usage statistics for the month of February 2015 and recent activities are provided for 
the information of Council. 

Recommendation

1. That the information be noted.

15 - 106 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Bob Haddin.

CARRIED
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At this stage being 3:44pm the Mayor invited the Deputy Mayor to take the Chair

Councillor Ken Keith left the meeting temporarily at 3:44pm.

11.5 (DTCS) Invitation to Host Australian Town Crier Championships 26 - 27 May 
2015  

Executive Summary

The Ancient and Honourable Guild of Australian Town Criers has invited Council to host the 
25th annual Australian Town Criers Championships 26 - 27 May 2015.  

Recommendation

1. That Council accept the invitation to host the 25th annual Australian Town Criers 
Championships 26 - 27 May 2015.

2. That approval be granted for the Championships to be held at Moat Cottage on 
Wednesday 27 May 2015, subject to following all directions of Council Staff.

3. That the costs be expended from the Promotions of Parkes Area Program within 
Tourism budget allocation

4. That Council's Event Development Officer continue to liaise with the Guild and the 
Parkes Town Crier in coordinating events.

15 - 107 Resolution

1. That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED

Councillor Ken Keith rejoined the meeting and resumed the Chair at 3:50pm.
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12 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT'S REPORT
Nil.

13 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT
13.1 (DES) Request for Use of Cooke Park - Easter 2015  

Executive Summary

A request has been received from the St Georges Anglican Church seeking permission to 
hold an outdoor service in Cooke Park on Friday 3 April 2015 (Good Friday) from 9:00am to 
1:00pm with a crowd of 300 expected.

A request has also been received from Vision Ministeries seeking permission to hold their 
annual Easter Egg hunt on Saturday 4 April 2015 from 9:00am to 11:00am with a crowd of 
200 expected.

Recommendation

1. That permission to use Cooke Park on Friday 3 April 2015 for the St Georges Anglican 
Church service and on Saturday 4 April 2015 for the Vision Ministeries Easter Egg 
Hunt be granted, subject to the organisers complying to the following conditions:

 Obtaining approval under Part D Community Land, Section 68 of the Local 
Government Act 1993;

 Obtain approval for the Local Area Command - Schedule 1 - Notice of intention to 
hold a public gathering; 

 Complete a Risk Assessment and Management Plan to the satisfaction of Council;
 Meet all obligations imposed by Council staff in relation to the abovementioned 

matters;
 That no pegs or stakes be driven into the earth without prior consultation with the 

Parks and Gardens Supervisor;
 Possess sufficient insurance (not less than $20 million coverage) for the activities 

proposed and providing proof of same;
 Leaving the Park in a clean and tidy condition at the conclusion of the event.

2. That Council provide extra bins, including recycling bins for the event and assist in 
waste management.

3. That Council make power available on the day of the events.

15 - 108 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Louise O'Leary, seconded Councillor Pat Smith.

CARRIED
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13.2 (DES) Proposed Closure Diggers Reserve - Travelling Stock Route (TSR)  

Executive Summary

Council has received a request from the Local Land Services, Central West Division 
(CWLLS) to alter the management of the Travelling Stock Route (TSR) that connects 
Brolgan Road and Condobolin Road (Henry Parkes Way). 

Recommendation

1. That Council support the proposed changes to the management of Diggers Reserve 
Travelling Stock Route as per the request of Local Land Services, Central West.

15 - 109 Resolution

That the recommendation be adopted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor George Pratt.
CARRIED

13.3 (DES) Sporting Fields Master Plans  

Executive Summary

The drafts of the Sporting Fields Master Plans have been received by Council. They detail 
the proposed future developments and long term planning of the sporting precincts, along 
with ongoing management of the facilities. 

Recommendation

1. That the information on the Sporting Fields Master Plans be noted.

2. That following the Councillor consultation workshop, Council endorse the Master Plans 
be placed on public exhibition for 28 days inviting public comment with results being 
tabled at a future Council meeting.

15 - 110 Resolution

1. That the information on the Sporting Fields Master Plans be noted.

2. That following the Councillor consultation workshop proposed for Tuesday 31 March 
2015 at 4pm, Council endorse that the Master Plans be placed on public exhibition for 
28 days inviting public comment, with results being tabled at a future Council meeting.

Moved Councillor Pat Smith, seconded Councillor Belinda McCorkell.
CARRIED
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14 CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES
14.1 Committee Minutes - Elvis Festival Committee Meeting held 04 February 2015  

Executive Summary

A meeting of the Elvis Festival Committee was held at the Parkes Shire Council on 4 
February 2015. The Minutes of that meeting were confirmed at the Committees meeting held 
on 11 March 2015.  The Minutes are attached for Council's endorsement.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Elvis Festival Committee held on 4 February 2015 be received 
and the recommendations of the Committee be endorsed by Council.

15 - 111 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Alan Ward.

CARRIED

14.2 Committee Minutes - Parkes Sports Council Meeting held on 10 March 2015  

Executive Summary

The Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council Meeting held on 10 March 2015 is presented for 
the information of Council.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council meeting held on 10 March 2015 be 
received and noted.

15 - 112 Resolution

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That guidelines for applications for the use of Council sporting and community facilities, 
for organised training, be investigated.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor Louise O'Leary.

CARRIED
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14.3 Committee Minutes - Sporting Facilities Development Committee Meeting held 
10 March 2015  

Executive Summary

The Parkes Shire Council Sporting Facilities Development Committee meeting was held on 
Tuesday 10 March 2015.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Shire Sporting Facilities Development Committee held 
on 10 March 2015 be endorsed by Council.

2. That the recommendation to build a new toilet facility at Pioneer Oval using additional 
funding from Parkes TI ($70,000) and SRV Sporting Facilities Maintenance ($15,000) 
be approved.

3. That the other recommendations by the Shire Sporting Facilities Development 
Committee be adopted.

15 - 113 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor Michael Greenwood, seconded Councillor Ken McGrath.

CARRIED
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14.4 Committee Minutes - Waste Facilities Committee Meeting held 17 March 2015  

Executive Summary

A meeting of the Parkes Shire Council Waste Facilities Committee will be held immediately 
prior to the Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 17 March 2015.  The Minutes of that 
meeting will be tabled at the Council meeting.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Waste Facilities meeting held on 17 March 2015 be received 
and noted. 

15 - 114 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Ken McGrath, seconded Councillor Barbara Newton.

CARRIED

15 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF URGENCY

Nil.

16 CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS

The meeting of the Ordinary Council meeting was closed to the public at 4:30pm.

The Mayor asked the Meeting whether it agreed that the items listed by the General 
Manager appeared to be items which should be discussed in closed session for the reasons 
given.

The General Manager advised that there were no written representations from the public on 
the proposed closure of the Council Meeting.

15 - 115 Resolution

That the meeting be closed for consideration of the listed items as they involve: information 
that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council 
is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business, personnel matters concerning particular 
individuals (other than Councillors) and commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.

Moved Councillor Belinda McCorkell, seconded Councillor George Pratt.

CARRIED
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16.1 (DTCS) Acceptance of land in Lieu of Payment of Arrears Rates - Bogan Gate  

Prepared By: Director Technology of Corporate Service

Executive Summary

Council is permitted under the Local Government Act, 1993 to accept the transfer of land in 
lieu of outstanding rates on property. Through the Bogan Gate Community Strategic 
Planning process, land has been identified for a possible future local government use and 
could be acquired by Council using this process.

Recommendation

1. That Council commence procedures to accept a transfer of the land in the village of 
Bogan Gate, referred to as Lot 1 DP 312345 and Lot A 937596 in respect of which 
rates or charges and accrued interest is due and payable in full satisfaction of the 
rates, charges or accrued interest under the provisions of Section 570, of the Local 
Government Act, 1993.

2. That upon acquisition the land be classified as operational in accordance with Section 
31(2) and Section 34 of the Local Government Act, 1993.

3. That the seal of Council be applied to all documents requiring the seal associated with 
the transfer of land.

15 - 116 Resolution

That the recommendations be adopted.

Moved Councillor George Pratt, seconded Councillor Alan Ward.

CARRIED
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16.2 (GM) Proposed Redundancy at Trundle Swimming Pool 

Prepared By: General Manager

Executive Summary

A petition of over 180 signatures has been received in relation to the personal impact of the 
proposed redundancy at the Trundle swimming pool. The petition will be tabled at the 
Council meeting. 

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

15 - 117 Resolution

That the information be received and noted.

Moved Councillor Barbara Newton, seconded Councillor Belinda McCorkell.

CARRIED

There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 5:01pm.
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Ordinary Meeting Agenda

1 PRAYER

2 APOLOGIES

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

5 NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION

6 LATE BUSINESS
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7 MAYORAL MINUTES
7.1 Mayoral Minute Functions Attended by Mayor and Councillors 

Executive Summary

A report on the upcoming functions requiring the attendance of the Mayor, Councillors or 
Senior Staff in relation to community events or civic matters.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted.

Report

Date Function

Wednesday
04 March 2015

Western NSW Mining and Resource Development 
Taskforce Meeting - Video Conference
Mayor KJ Keith

Wednesday
04 March 2015

Water Consultation Workshop
Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor AJ Ward, Councillors 
RC Haddin, GW Pratt, PJ Smith

Thursday
05 March 2015

Memorial Hill Signage Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith, Councillors PJ Smith, KM McGrath, 
RC Haddin, GW Pratt, Director Engineering Services 
B Howard and Parks and Garden Coordinator D 
Ramsay

Thursday
05 March 2015

Official opening for the Books Illustrated Gallery 
travelling exhibition - Are We There Yet?
Councillor BF Newton 
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Date Function

Thursday
05 March 2015

Life Education Australia Board Meeting 
Format - Face to Face
Mayor KJ Keith

Friday
06 March 2015

Moat Cottage Development Committee Meeting
Councillors GW Pratt, PJ Smith, RC Haddin, General 
Manager K Boyd, Director Planning and Environment 
S Campbell, Building and Projects Officer B Ingram

Friday
06 March 2015

ANZAC Day Planning meeting
Mayor KJ Keith, Councillors MJ Greenwood, PJ 
Smith

Sunday
08 March 2015

Parkes Little Athletic Carnival
Councillor KM McGrath

Monday
09 March 2015

Lachlan Local Area Command Community Safety 
Precinct Meeting
Deputy Mayor A Ward and General Manager K Boyd

Monday
09 March 2015

Australia Day De-Brief meeting
Deputy Mayor AJ Ward and Councillor MJ 
Greenwood 

Tuesday
10 March 2015
To
Thursday
12 March 2015

Australian Logistics Council - Annual Forum
Mayor KJ Keith, General Manager K Boyd and 
Economic and Business Development Manager A 
Wyllie

Tuesday
10 March 2015

Lachlan Health Council Meeting
Councillor BF Newton

Tuesday
10 March 2015

Youth Week Committee Meeting
Councillors BJ McCorkell, PJ Smith, KM McGrath

Tuesday
10 March 2015

Skate Park Committee meeting
Councillor BJ McCorkell

Tuesday
10 March 2015

Sporting Facilities Development Committee Meeting
Councillors MJ Greenwood, LA O'Leary

Tuesday
10 March 2015

Parkes Sports Council meeting
Councillors MJ Greenwood, LA O'Leary

Wednesday
11 March 2015

Parkes Chamber of Commerce meeting 
Deputy Mayor AJ Ward

Wednesday
11 March 2015

Elvis Festival Committee meeting
Deputy Mayor AJ Ward
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Date Function

Wednesday
11 March 2015

Community Consultation Evening - Parkes Hospital 
Culture and Arts Program

Wednesday
11 March 2015

Tullamore & District Community Consultative Committee 
meeting
Councillor BF Newton

Friday
13 March 2015

Official Opening of Currajong Aboriginal Health Centre
Councillor KJ Keith

Saturday 14 to Sunday 15 March 
2015

Big Ride for Parkinson's event
Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor AJ Ward and 
Councillor GW Pratt

Saturday
14 March 2015 
To
Sunday
15 March 2015

Central West Comics Fest
Parkes Library
Mayor KJ Keith, Councillors PJ Smith, RC Haddin 
and MJ Greenwood.

Monday
16 March 2015
To
Tuesday
17 March 2015

Australian Airports Association (AAA) Division Meeting
Deputy Mayor AJ Ward, Director Engineering 
Services B Howard, Manager Support Services S 
Ross

Tuesday
17 March 2015

Council Meeting
All Councillors and Senior Staff

Meetings prior to Council meeting
Waste Facilities Committee Meeting
Member Councillors: Deputy Mayor AJ Ward, Councillors 
RC Haddin, KM McGrath, GW Pratt. Together with 
General Manager K Boyd, Director Planning and 
Environment S Campbell

Economic Development Committee 
Member Councillors: Mayor KJ Keith, Deputy Mayor AJ 
Ward, Councillors RC Haddin, MJ Greenwood and BJ 
McCorkell, Together with General Manager K Boyd, 
Director Planning and Environment S Campbell, Director 
Technology & Corporate Services L Finn, Economic and 
Business Development Manager A Wyllie 

Budget 2015/2016 Workshop
All Councillors and Senior Staff

Presentation by Grants Commission
All Councillors and Senior Staff
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Attachments

Nil.
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7.2 Mayoral Minute Coming Known Events for Mayor and Councillors 

Executive Summary

A report on functions recently attended by the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff in relation 
to community events or civic matters.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the report of upcoming functions for the Mayor, Councillors or Senior Staff be 
received and noted.

Report

Date Function

Wednesday
18 March 2015

GP Working Group Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith and General Manager K Boyd

Wednesday
18 March 2015

Six Monthly Meeting with Roads and Martime Services
Mayor KJ Keith, General Manager K Boyd, Director 
Engineering Services B Howard

Thursday
19 March 2015

Inspection Temora and Canowindra Pools by Heated Pool 
Committee
Councillors BJ McCorkell, RC Haddin, KM McGrath, 
MJ Greenwood, General Manager K Boyd, Managers 
Support Services S Ross

Thursday
19 March 2015

Parkes Senior Management Team - Rural Fire Service 
Meeting
Councillor BF Newton, Director Engineering Services 
B Howard

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 990

General Manager Mayor

Date Function

Monday
23 March 2015

Peak Hill Community Consultative Committee Meeting
Councillor LA O'Leary (Councillor Pratt is alternate)

Monday
23 March 2015

Parkes Early Childhood Centre Annual General Meeting
Mayor KJ Keith to Chair, Councillor PJ Smith

Tuesday
24 March 2015

Meals on Wheels Meeting
Councillor PJ Smith

Thursday
26 March 2015

Trundle Community Consultative Committee Meeting 
Councillor BF Newton (Councillor GW Pratt is 
alternate)

Saturday
28 March 2015 NSW State Election

Wednesday
01 April 2015

Northparkes Mines Community Consultative Committee 
meeting
Councillors MJ Greenwood and BJ McCorkell

Wednesday
01 April 2015

Lachlan Health Council (Special meeting)
Mayor KJ Keith

Thursday
02 April 2015

Life Education Australia Board Meeting Format Face to 
Face
Mayor K Keith

Friday
3 April 2015
to
Monday
06 April 2015

EASTER BREAK
Council offices closed

Tullamore Irish Festival

Attachments

Nil.
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8 COUNCILLORS' REPORTS

9 INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 (ICR) Letters of Appreciation 

Executive Summary

During the exercise of its various functions, Council frequently receives letters of 
appreciation for services rendered or actions taken by Councillors and staff.  The most 
recently received is from the Peak Hill Australia Day Committee.

Background Information

Nil

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Nil

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Letter of Appreciation from Peak Hill Australia Day Committee
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10 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
10.1 (GM) Appointment of Directors 

Executive Summary

I am pleased to report that following recruitment and interview processes, that Mr Ben 
Howard has been appointed to the position of Director Engineering Services and Mr Andrew 
Francis appointed to the position of Director Infrastructure.

Background Information

At Council's meeting of 20 January 2015 Council resolved to an additional Directorship, that 
being Infrastructure, to the organisations structure and to appoint a Director Infrastructure 
and Director Engineering Services.  

The positions were advertised in Sydney newspaper and locally. An interview panel was 
convened consisting of Deputy Mayor Alan Ward, Brian Steffan General Manger Forbes 
Council, Rhonda Milgate Manager of Human Resources and the General Manager.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Council's Senior Staff, Consultative Committee and the United Services Union have been 
advised.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: Function 4: Governance

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The additional Directorship will be funded predominately from Water and Sewerage Funds.
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Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That Ben Howard and Andrew Francis be congratulated on their respective 
appointments. 

Report

At Council's meeting of 20 January 2015 Council resolved to an additional Directorship - that 
being Infrastructure, to the organisations structure and to appoint a Director Infrastructure 
and Director Engineering Services.  

Advertisement for the positions were placed in local and Sydney media.

Interviews were held on Monday 09 March 2015.

Mr Ben Howard has been appointed as Director Engineering Services. This Directorate will 
control most of the traditional engineering operations and work services such as strategic 
planning, roads, airports, pools, asset management, parks & gardens, cemeteries, sports 
grounds, bush fire management, quarries, street cleaning and emergency management.

Additionally,  there are a number of Special Rate Variation and business improvement 
projects which need to be delivered in accordance with our advice to the community

Mr Andrew Francis has been appointed as Director Infrastructure. This Directorate will 
particularly take control of the major Infrastructure works in the forward delivery plans, in 
particular the Water Treatment Works and Sewage Treatment Plant, with an estimated value 
exceeding $50m. This is the largest capital works program completed by Parkes Council and 
accordingly needs to be resourced appropriately. 

Other duties will include Water, Sewer, Drainage and Nature Resources/environmental 
management including noxious weeds. Additionally, there are a number of Special Rate 
Variation and business improvement projects which need to be delivered in accordance with 
our advice to the community.

Attachments

Nil.
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10.2 (GM) Inland Rail Service Offering 

Executive Summary

The Hon. John Anderson AO Chair, Inland Rail Implementation Group has provided an 
update on Inland Rail and forwarded an Inland Rail Service Offering - a reference point for 
Inland Rail stakeholders.

The Group are encouraging all stakeholders to encourage their local business and service 
providers along the proposed inland rail route to read the Service Offering in order to help 
build momentum around this important nation building project.

The Hon. Warren Truss MP Deputy Prime Minister of Australia and the Minister for 
Infrastructure and Regional Development announced another boost for the proposed 
Melbourne to Brisbane Inland rail route with the announcement of the first round of open 
tenders. The tenders are for engineering design and environmental services.

Background Information

Council participated and hosted a key community and regional stakeholder meeting 
regarding the Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Rail project in June 2014. In attendance were 
also key employees from the ARTC who have been tasked with delivering the project under 
the governance of the Inland Rail Implementation Group. The Group held stakeholder 
meetings not only in Parkes but along the northern part of the proposed route including 
Ipswich, Toowoomba, Narrabri and Dubbo. 

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 5. Develop Parkes as a National Logistics Hub

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

2. That local businesses and service providers be encouraged to read the brochure 
outlining the Service Offering

Attachments

1. Correspondence and brochure The Hon John Anderson AO, Chair, Inland Rail 
Implementation Group

2. Portfolio Release - The Hon. Warren Truss MP Deputy Prime Minister of Australia and 
the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development

3. Article Parkes Champion Post 11 March 2015

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 997

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 998

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 999

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1000

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1001

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1002

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1003

General Manager Mayor

PORTFOLIO RELEASE _ THE HON. WARREN TRUSS MP  Deputy Prime Minister of 
Australia and the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development

First Inland Rail tenders open tomorrow                                                                      6th 
March, 2015 

AUSTRALIA’S iconic Brisbane-to-Melbourne Inland Rail project will receive a major boost 
with the first round of open tenders advertised tomorrow.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Warren 
Truss said the tenders are for engineering design and environmental services.

“Inland Rail is a game-changer. It is vital infrastructure that will boost capacity and 
productivity along the country’s fastest growth freight corridor. It is a critical investment in 
jobs, growth and future prosperity, as well as a boost for the regional areas along, and 
around, its route,” he said.

“It will transform freight movements through south east Queensland, across regional New 
South Wales and rural Victoria, linking with the existing national network to move produce 
around the nation more efficiently.

“We know Australia’s freight task will double by 2030 and triple along the eastern seaboard. 
Inland Rail will connect key production areas in Queensland, NSW and Victoria with export 
ports in Brisbane and Melbourne, with linkages to Sydney and Perth, boosting regional 
economic growth and driving national productivity.

“These first tenders will help develop planning for some of the key segments of the Parkes to 
Narromine and Narrabri to North Star sections.

“The Australian Government has committed $300 million to commence work on the Inland 
Rail project. These tenders are a clear demonstration that real progress is being made and 
that we are delivering against our commitment.

“I have charged the Australian Rail Track Corporation with developing a 10-year delivery 
plan for Inland Rail and appointed former Deputy Prime Minister John Anderson to head the 
Inland Rail Implementation Group, to oversee that work.

“We’re getting on with the job of delivering world-class infrastructure that secures Australia’s 
transport needs well into the future, while creating jobs, economic growth and opportunity for 
all Australians.”

Mr Truss said regional suppliers will benefit throughout the 10-year delivery of the project, 
with any successful tenderer required to demonstrate regional participation.

“When complete, Inland Rail will deliver a road-competitive freight rail service from 
Melbourne to Brisbane via regional hubs in three states that will make a huge contribution to 
meeting Australia’s freight challenge,” he said.
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11 DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY AND CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
11.1 (DTCS) Financial Information as at 27 February 2015 

Executive Summary

A regular report is provided to Council in relation to a number of financial indicators, 
including investments, total monthly repayments, receipting and collection of rate revenue.

Background Information

The supply of financial information on a regular basis fulfils statutory requirements and 
ensures prudent financial management.

Legislative, Policy & Management Planning Implications

Local Government Act, 1993
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulation, 1999

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil

Recommendation

1. That the report detailing accounts paid, rate revenue collected, receipts received and 
the bank reconciliation to 27 February 2015 be received and noted.
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Report

1. Accounts

The accounts cover the period 05/02/2015 to 27/02/2015:

Payment From To Sub Total

Combined A/C E043138 127980 $8,269,560.87
Cheques and 
Deskbank

           -

Salaries & Wages 05/02/2015 27/02/2015             $973,214.77
TOTAL $9,242,775.64

2. Revenue Statement due to 28 February 2015

A copy of the Revenue Statement due to 28 February 2015 is attached.

3. Statement of Receipts - 02 February 2015 to 27 February 2015

A Statement of Receipts for the period 02 February 2015 to 27 February 2015 is 
attached.

4. Bank Reconciliation as at 27 February 2015

The bank reconciliation for the month of February 2015 has been finalised and is 
submitted for the information of Council.

The reconciliation of the Cash Books of the Council and the Bank Accounts has been 
carried out. The accounts have been reconciled with a balance of $1,062,835.62 as at 
27 February 2015

Attachments

1. Rates Revenue Statement 
2. Statement of Receipts
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11.2 (DTCS) Investments as at 28 February 2015 

Executive Summary

The carrying value of Council's investments at 28 February 2015 was $ 59,821,648.

Background Information

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
following details are provided of Council's investments under Section 625 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993.

The carrying values of the investments outlined in this report have been those advised to 
Council by the arrangers, brokers or custodian of those securities. 

Legislative or Policy Implications

 Parkes Shire Council Investment Policy, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Section 625 of the Local Government Act, 1993.

 DLG Circular 10-11 - Investment Policy Guidelines 
 DLG Circular 11-01 Ministerial Investment Order

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect all of the Delivery Program Future Direction's. 

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

All returns on investments are included in Council's Operating Budget. Any amendment to 
budgeted interest income is effected through the Quarterly Budget Review process. Both the 
average level of funds invested and the rate of return determine returns.

In accordance with the Australian equivalent of International Accounting Standards, 
securities that are classified as held for trading are required to be valued at market value at 
each balance date. The balance of investments held includes market values that existed at 
the 28 February 2015. The custodians of the securities provide these valuations to Council. 
The custodian of Council's structured investment is the Westpac Bank.
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Investments in the form of cash or cash equivalents and held to maturity investments are 
valued at cost. Floating Rate Notes acquired on the secondary market are valued at cost. 
Where the purchase consideration is different to face value the resulting premium or 
discount are amortised on a straight line basis over the life of the Note.

Recommendation

1. That the information in relation to investments held at 28 February 2015 be received 
and noted.

Report

The following securities held are currently rated less than the minimum required under the 
Ministerial Investment Order. Council is permitted to hold the securities under the 
grandfathering clause in the Ministerial Investment order dated 12 January 2011. 

 Hickory Note CDO currently rated CCC-

Investment Rates as at 31 January 2015

Rate Range % $
2.10 to 4.00 50,726,000 
4.01 to 6.00       9,095,648
Total     59,821,648

The weighted average interest rate of the investment portfolio as at 28 February 2015 
is 3.62% 
(3.66 % - 31 January 2015). 

90-Day (Benchmark) Bank Bill Swap Rate as at 28 February 2015 – 2.3600 %
(2.7000 % - 31 January 2015)

Credit Quality Targets and Limits

The maximum holding limit in each rating category and the target credit quality weighting for 
Council’s Term Deposit portfolio as at 28 February 2015 is as follows:

Long Term 
Rating Range

Short Term 
Credit Range

Maximum 
Holding

% Holding as at  
28 February 2015

$ Holding as at       
28 February 2015

AAA Category   A-1+ 100% -      $                  -

AA Category A-2 80% 66.29 % $ 39,656,000
A Category A-2 60% 22.65 % $ 13,550,000
BBB Category & 
Unrated ADI’s

A-3 40%   6.19 % $   3,700,000
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The maximum exposure to each counterparty / financial institution will be restricted by their 
rating so single entity exposure is limited. These limits with respect to Council’s current Term 
Deposit portfolio are listed as follows:

Financial 
Institution

Long-Term 
Rating Range

Short-Term 
Credit Range

Limit % Holding as at                          
28 February 

2015
National   
Australia Bank

AA- A1+ 40%  38.22  %

Westpac AA- A1+ 40% 23.12   %
ING               A- A2 30% 15.38    %
AMP Bank A+ A1 30% 8.43   %
Rabobank Direct Aa2 Moody's P-1 Moody's 40%  8.35   %
Central West 
Credit Union

Unrated Unrated 20% 1.76   %

ME Bank BBB A2 20%            4.74  %

The holdings of Floating Rate Notes and Bonds, and trading securities, are listed as follows: 

Description Face Value Carrying Value % Holding  as at                            
28 February 2015

Floating Rate Notes $  1,520,000 $ 1,520,000    2.54 %
Trading Securities $  2,000,000 $ 1,395,648    2.33 %

Summary 

The Board of the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) at their last meeting of 3 March 2015 
decided to leave the cash rate unchanged at 2.25 per cent. The 90 day Bank Bill Swap Rate 
(BBSW) closed the month at 2.3600%. The Australian dollar increased slightly against the 
USD in February, buying 0.7792 USD at month end, an increase of 0.11 cents. The 
exchange rate has traded at lower levels recently, in large part reflecting the strengthening 
US dollar.

Financial conditions are very accommodative globally, with long-term borrowing rates for 
several major sovereigns at all-time lows over recent months. The growth in wages is 
expected to remain relatively modest over the period ahead, which should keep inflation 
consistent with the target even with lower levels of the exchange rate. 

In the Board's judgement, monetary policy is appropriately configured to foster sustainable 
growth in demand and inflation outcomes consistent with the target. A lower inflationary 
pulse will also provide the RBA with the scope to ease monetary policy and further stimulate 
residential construction and household expenditure. Lower inflation can signal weaker 
growth, but while the Australia economy continues to rebalance away from the resources 
sector, lower petrol prices and interest rates will enable supporting growth in the year ahead.

The following graphic displays the percentages of the portfolio by investment type with an 
aged breakdown of the Cash, Bank Bills & Term Deposits.

The movement in Investments for the month of February 2015 were as follows:

Opening Balance as at 31 January 2015 $ 58,931,648

Plus New Investments – February 2015 $   8,285,000
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Less Investments redeemed - February 2015 ($ 7,395,000)

Closing Balance as at 28 February 2015 $ 59,821,648

Cash & Bank 
Bills & Term 

Deposits 
(Maturing                     

< 180 Days)
45.80 %

Bank Bills & 
Term Deposits  

(Maturing                  
>180 Days <1yr)

36.80 %

Bank  Bills & 
Term Deposits 

(Maturing                
> 1Yr< 5yrs) 

12.50%
 

Floating Rate 
Notes & Bonds 

(Maturing                     
> 1 Yr < 5yrs)                

2.50%

Trading 
Securities 2.40%

Cash & Bank Bills & Term Deposits (Maturing <180 Days)
Bank Bills & Term Deposits (Maturing >180 Days)
Bank Bills & Term Deposits (Maturing >1yr  < 5yrs)

Parkes Shire Council 
Investment by Type

As At 28 February 2015

Certification - Responsible Accounting Officer

The Chief Financial Officer hereby certifies that the investments listed in the Investment 
Summary have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act, 
1993, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council's 
Investment Policy.

Attachments

1. List of Investments held at 28 February 2015.
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Name 
Westpac Maxi-Direct General
NAB
Rabobank Direct
Rabobank Direct
ME Bank
ING Bank
CWCU
NAB
NAB
AMP Bank
ING Bank
NAB
NAB
Westpac
ING Bank
ING Bank
ING Bank
ING Bank
Westpac Bank
ING Bank
NAB
ING Bank
Rabobank Direct
NAB
Westpac Bank
Westpac
Westpac
Westpac
Westpac
NAB
NAB
NAB
Westpac
NAB
NAB
NAB
NAB
NAB
NAB
Rabobank Direct
NAB
ME Bank
AMP Bank
AMP Bank
NAB
NAB
Rabobank Direct

Cash & Term Deposits

Commonwealth Senior - FRN
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited
Floating Rate Notes and Bonds

Westpac - Hickory Trust Notes
Trading Securities

Total Investments

Investments Summary 28/02/2015

Face Value 
$

Current 
Rate %

2,406,000 2.10
1,000,000 3.50
1,000,000 3.96
1,000,000 6.00
2,000,000 3.85
1,250,000 3.76
1,000,000 3.75
1,000,000 3.65
1,000,000 3.65
1,000,000 3.15
1,500,000 3.51
1,250,000 3.65
1,000,000 3.60
1,000,000 3.61
1,000,000 3.51
1,000,000 3.51
1,000,000 3.50
1,250,000 3.49
1,000,000 4.25
1,000,000 3.36
1,000,000 3.55

750,000 3.27
1,000,000 4.06
1,000,000 4.32
2,000,000 4.20
1,000,000 3.74
2,000,000 3.74
2,000,000 3.75
1,000,000 3.70
1,000,000 3.63
1,000,000 3.18
2,000,000 3.35

750,000 3.50
1,000,000 3.60
1,000,000 3.60
1,000,000 3.18
1,000,000 3.20
1,500,000 3.65
2,000,000 3.75

750,000 3.95
1,000,000 4.20

700,000 4.01
1,800,000 3.30
2,000,000 3.30
1,000,000 3.18
1,000,000 3.18
1,000,000 3.15

56,906,000

1,020,000 3.7550
500,000 3.8350

1,520,000

2,000,000 4.4617
2,000,000

60,426,000

Investments Summary 28/02/2015

Expected
Maturity

Maturity Profile
from

Summary Date
Carrying 
Value $

Investment
Type

At Call At Call 2,406,000 At Call Deposit
2/03/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
12/03/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
16/03/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
17/03/15 < 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
31/03/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,250,000 Term Deposit
14/04/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
17/04/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
5/05/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
12/05/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
19/05/15 < 90 Days<1yr 1,500,000 Term Deposit
2/06/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,250,000 Term Deposit
9/06/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
15/06/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
6/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
6/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
13/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
13/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,250,000 Term Deposit
24/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
27/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
27/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
29/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 750,000 Term Deposit
30/07/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
22/08/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
7/09/15 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
17/09/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
18/09/15 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
26/09/15 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
15/10/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
21/10/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
26/10/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
30/10/15 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
31/10/15 > 90 Days<1yr 750,000 Term Deposit
7/11/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
20/11/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
20/11/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
25/11/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
26/11/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,500,000 Term Deposit
18/01/16 > 90 Days<1yr 2,000,000 Term Deposit
18/01/16 > 90 Days<1yr 750,000 Term Deposit
22/02/16 > 90 Days<1yr 1,000,000 Term Deposit
1/05/16 >1yr<5yrs 700,000 Term Deposit
5/02/16 >1yr<5yrs 1,800,000 Term Deposit
9/02/16 >1yr<5yrs 2,000,000 Term Deposit
16/02/16 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
16/02/16 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit
13/02/17 >1yr<5yrs 1,000,000 Term Deposit

56,906,000

24/12/15 > 90 Days<1yr 1,020,000 Held to Maturity
17/05/17 >1yr<5yrs 500,000 Held to Maturity

1,520,000

21/06/16 >1yr<5yrs 1,395,648 Tradeable Security
1,395,648

59,821,648

Investments Summary 28/02/2015
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11.3 (DTCS) Tourism and Event Update March 2015 

Executive Summary

A brief update of general Shire tourism and event activities.

Background Information

Nil.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Plan Future Direction relating to: 
4.2 Grow and Diversify the Economic Base: Increase visitation and length of stay across the 
Parkes Shire.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Plan: Excellent

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Plan: Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

That the Tourism and Event Update be received and noted.
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Report

1. Tourism Workshop 

Parkes Shire Council’s tourism unit hosted a tourism workshop for local business and 
community leaders on Wednesday 25th February. The meeting was well attended with 
around 20 people on hand to offer suggestions and give feedback. The workshop included a 
presentation on the tourism tactical marketing plan, initiated in a bid to increase visitation in 
Parkes Shire during the April school holidays.

From this, Parkes Shire Council’s tourism unit has set up a Partnership Program (form 
attached) offering local food and retail outlets, accommodation providers, events and 
attractions the opportunity to develop stay, eat and play packages to sell the “Parkes 
Experience”.
The benefits include:

 A one-year listing on the Visit Parkes website, including a link to your website

 Be part of "Stay, Play & Eat" packages to be promoted on the website, via e-
newsletters and in print at the Parkes Visitor Information Centre

 Opportunity to collaborate with Parkes Tourism in marketing campaigns at trade 
shows & expos

 Opportunity to promote your event, accommodation venue, attraction, retail or food 
outlet via Parkes Tourism social media streams, with 6 guaranteed posts throughout 
the year

We are encouraging local businesses to make the most of the opportunity to work 
collaboratively on selling the “Parkes Experience”. Around 10 have signed up thus far, with 
applications closing 13 March 2015.  

2. Local Government (Local Government NSW) Tourism Conference

Council's Acting Tourism Manager, Tourism Officer, Director of Technology and Corporate 
Services, Mayor K Keith OAM and Cr Greenwood represented Council at the 2015 Local 
Government NSW Tourism Conference in Bathurst hosted by Bathurst City Council.

The theme of the Conference was 'Building Community Capital: social, economic and 
cultural’ with the key underlying message that tourism is not only visitor numbers and bed 
nights, it can also help in building infrastructure and developing the local economy.  

The conference opened on Monday 2nd March with an AVIC Summit, dealing with 
operational challenges of Visitor Information Centres and focused on inspirational visitor 
servicing for local government 2015 and beyond. 

Day two opened with a keynote address from the Chief Executive Officer of Destination 
NSW providing an overview of the state's tourism performance. 

Results have been significant with NSW achieving the highest annual visitor spend of 
$15.3B making the state number one in Australia for visitors, visitor nights and visitor 
expenditure. $53,000 is spent every minute by a visitor in New South Wales. China also 
ranks as the number one international market for NSW. 
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Parkes Shire was referred to a number of times throughout the Conference during varying 
presentations including about accessibility at the Parkes Elvis Festival, building community 
capital and small places, big ideas. 

Digital growth was a topic that came up throughout the Conference with the closing keynote 
address detailing how to get real value from digital marketing investment.

Appreciation is extended for the opportunity to represent Council by participating in this key 
tourism initiative.

3. Tourist Attraction Signposting Assessment Committee (TASAC) Meeting

Council’s Tourism Officer represented Parkes Shire Council at the Tourist Attraction 
Signposting Assessment Committee Western Region meeting held in Forbes on Thursday 
19th February. The meeting included presentations and discussion on regional signposting 
issues and also considered various applications.

The meeting proved informative and gave the Tourism Officer more insight to what criteria 
must be met for a range of tourist attractions wanting to install signage.  

The next meeting set down for Broken Hill with a date to be decided.

4. Newell Highway Brochure Launch

The Newell Highway Promotions Committee (NHPC) 2015 Newell Highway Brochure was 
launched in West Wyalong on Wednesday 18th February by the Hon Michael McCormack 
MP, Member for Riverina. Council’s Tourism Officer, Economic Development Manager and 
Mayor K Keith OAM attended. 

The Newell Highway Route is the longest highway in New South Wales, stretching over 
1,060 kilometres from the Victorian border at Tocumwal to the Queensland border at 
Goondiwindi.

After the launch the Newell Task Force & Promotions Committee met with discussions taking 
place on road funding. The RMS provided details on funding for regional roads, with the 
Newell Highway allocated $500 million for upgrades to commence shortly. Information was 
also received at this meeting from Parkes, Forbes and Lachlan Shire Councils Road Safety 
Officer regarding a new campaign, a free cuppa for the Driver Scheme.  This campaign will 
run from 1st March to 31st May.

Copies of the 2015 Newell Highway brochure are available at Visitor Information Centres 
along the Newell Highway.  

The next Newell Meeting has been set down for Tuesday 12th May and will be held in 
Gilgandra.
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5. Parkes Shire Promotion

Council’s Tourism Unit 
orchestrated the creation 
of CBD street banners 
that have been placed 
down Clarinda Street, 
Parkes. This offers 
visitors a welcoming 
feeling as they arrive in 
Parkes and helps 
promote all the Shire has 
to offer including Elvis 
Festival, the Dish, the 
pool, parks and the 
Library.

Outdoor advertising is 
an area of focus for the 
Tourism Unit with a 
billboard re-skinned on 
the Forbes Road, south 
of the railway line 
prompting visitors to 
‘Discover Parkes Shire’. 

6. Central NSW Tourism 

Central NSW Tourism has been successful in receiving significant State Government 
funding through Destination NSW for the next Unearth campaign which is aimed at 
promoting the region’s culture and heritage. The announcement of the $178,000 
commitment from the Regional Visitor Economy Fund was made by Member for Bathurst 
Paul Toole at the LGNSW Tourism Conference in Bathurst. It has been matched by a 
commitment from partnering Councils and organisations including a $5,000 commitment by 
Parkes Shire Council.
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The funding will be used to deliver a collaborative new marketing campaign to encourage 
economic growth in our region.

Also, Central NSW Tourism has released the results of the 2014 surveys conducted across 
parts of the region last year. Close to 500 visitors took part in the survey, with a welcome 
16.6% stopping in Parkes, the second most visited area in the region behind Cabonne. 

Further results include:

 73% of visitors use a car during their stay, 18% enjoy walking
 Close to two thirds of visitors stayed overnight, the majority 1 or 2 nights
 Discovering heritage buildings is the second top experience for visitors, behind food 

& wine experiences. Visit villages came in third
 Visiting Friends & Relatives the top reason people came to the region
 The number of returning visitors is on par with the number of first time visitors
 More than half of those that visited the region strongly agreed they were satisfied 

with the experience
 The majority of respondents spent less than $50 during their stay

Central NSW Tourism will continue the surveys in 2015. The 2014 report is attached for your 
information.

7. Tourism Newsletter – Autumn Edition

The autumn edition of the Tourism Newsletter has been compiled and 
distributed to stakeholders. 

Tourism has registered over 200 subscribers with this number steadily 
increasing.

The quarterly publication aims to keep subscribers informed of tourism 
industry news and opportunities, major events taking place in the Shire 
and ways in which they can leverage off or get further involved in 
marketing campaigns and product development programs.

8. Events Update

Events Wrap Up:

February 2015 proved a busy month for events compared to previous years. The Mountains 
& Plains Swimming Association Area Summer Championships were held at the Parkes 
Aquatic Centre on 7th & 8th February. The Tourism Unit prepared 100 Parkes Shire Tourism 
welcome packs for each visiting family. The 140th Anniversary of the Parish of St 
George's Anglican Church was celebrated over the weekend of 20th-22nd February.

The main the event for the month was the 23rd annual Local Government Touch Carnival 
on 28th February. The Carnival had 30 teams enter this year, with participants travelling from 
Brisbane, Moree, Cessnock, Dubbo, Forbes, Gosford, Port Stephens, Temora, Wagga 
Wagga and Wyong, along with many local government areas in the Sydney region. The 
Carnival kicked off at 9:00am with the hot weather providing challenging conditions for all the 
teams. This year St John volunteers saw to few minor injuries, with one serious case of a 
broken finger for a Brisbane player who was referred to Parkes Hospital. 
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For seven hours the teams battled it out on 8 playing fields at Cheney Park and the 
Carnival’s final results are as follows:

Men’s A Parkes UPPA 6 def Brisbane/Redlands City Councils 2 
('the Greenwood Cup') Best Player; Sam Dwyer of Parkes
Men’s B                        Willoughby City Council 8 def Cessnock City Council 1

Best Player; Dennis from Willoughby 
Mixed A                        Parkes UPPA 13 def Wagga Wagga City Council 2

Best Player; Codie Wakefield of Parkes
Mixed B                    Brisbane/Redlands City Councils 3 def Forbes Shire 
Council 0

Best Player; Phil from Brisbane
Mixed C                        Port Stephens Council 6 def Kogarah City Council 5

Best Player; No. 3 female player from Port Stephens
Mixed D                        Parkes Shire Council 6 def Wyong Shire Council 3

Best Player; Brook Cusack from Parkes.

Best Presented Team Brisbane/Redlands City Council 'Tilted Kilts' & 'Tartan Tarts' (with an 
honourable mention to Wagga Wagga City Council’s 'Where's Wally' uniform).

After the finals the players gathered at the Parkes Bowling & Sports Club for a BBQ dinner 
(cooked by Council staff) and the presentation of trophies and prize money conducted by 
Deputy Mayor Cr Alan Ward, the Manager Governance & Corporate Strategy Brad Byrnes 
and 'Alvis' (Al Gersbach).

Parkes Sports Council and Parkes Touch Association also contributed greatly to the Carnival 
which generates excellent exposure for Parkes and injected an estimated $80,000 tourism 
spend into the local community over the course of the weekend. 

Several events have been held so far in March, including National Clean Up Australia Day 
on Sunday 1st March. Volunteers managed significant clean-ups in the areas of PAC Park, 
Memorial Hill, the BMX track on Eugowra Road and reserves off Wellington Road. On Friday 
6 March, Parkes Quota Club celebrated International Women's Day 2015 and the 
Westlime & Rotary Charity Golf Day was also held at Parkes Golf Club on Sunday 8th 
March. 

Events Coming Up:

National Seniors Week will be celebrated with various activities on around the Shire from 
14 - 22 March. The third annual Big Ride 4 Parkinson's arrive at Parkes Showgrounds 
Saturday 14 March. This year organisers have arranged for an 'old car & bike display' at the 
Showgrounds (courtesy of local car clubs), as well as food stalls and entertainment by band 
"The Works" with Angry Anderson also performing later evening. 

The annual Indoor Marbles Championships will once again take place at the Parkes Golf 
Club on Friday 20 March with all proceeds going towards CanAssist Parkes. Also the finals 
of the unique WW1 Singing Competition (organised by the Parkes Sub-Branch of the RSL 
as part of ANZAC Day 100 Year Gallipoli Landing Anniversary Commemoration) will take 
place at the Parkes Services Club on 25 March.
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Event Submissions:

Council's Event Development Officer has prepared and put forward a submission to A-
league side, the Central Coast Mariners (CCM), for Parkes to host a pre-season match in 
August/September 2015. The Office of the Mayor is now continuing discussions and 
negotiations with CCM surrounding the possibility of Parkes hosting this prestigious sporting 
event.
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9. Peak Hill Visitor Information Centre Numbers

The volunteer managed Peak Hill Visitor Information Centre operated from Peak Hill Country 
Crafts provides visitor statistics. Statistics from 2011 to 2014 are provided for the information 
of Council. 233 visitors were recorded during the month of February 2015, representing a 
12% increase based on the same period in 2014. 
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10. Parkes Visitor Information Centre Numbers

Enquiries to the Council managed Parkes Visitor Information Centre for the month of 
January 2015 totalled 1,003 visitors which represents a 2% increase on the same period in 
2014 and a 3% decrease on the January average. 
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11. Henry Parkes Centre Visitor Numbers

Results from admissions to the Council managed Henry Parkes Centre for 2011-2014 are 
provided for the information of Council. Ticketed admissions for the month of February 2015 
totalled 270 people. The paid admissions represent a 6% increase on the same period in 
2014.
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Attachments

1. Parkes Tourism Partnership Program form
2. Central NSW Tourism – Visitor Survey Report 2014
3. Parkes Tourism Newsletter – Autumn Edition
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11.4 (DTCS) Library Service Statistics and Monthly Update 

Executive Summary

Library usage statistics for the month of February 2015 and recent activities are provided for 
the information of Council. 

Background Information

The statistics are provided to monitor service utilisation levels and to assist with the overall 
analysis of trends evolving over time.  The information covers the areas of volume of items 
issued, Local History Resource Centre utilisation, visitation numbers and Internet resource 
usage.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 

1.5.1 Develop Lifelong Learning Opportunities - Provide Lifelong learning opportunities for 
the community through Parkes Shire Library, and

6.4 Ensure the Library is an ongoing cultural, recreational, learning centre for the community.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

Parkes Shire Library administration, events and activities are continuing to meet the actions 
outlined in the Delivery Plan.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.
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Recommendation

1. That the information be noted.

Report

Issue - Parkes

Issues - Peak Hill
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Issues - Trundle

Issues - Tullamore
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Parkes Visitor 
Count *

Parkes Internet 
Sessions

Local History 
Count

13/14 14/15 13/14 14/15 13/14 14/15
July 5288 5621 699 709 20 25
August 4980 4442 684 583 21 21
September 5710 5459 580 769 15 30
October 5127 5403 585 722 28 22
November 4547 4746 611 685 22 30
December 3821 3792 557 656 13 28
January 4960 6471 723 668 23 13
February 4756 4935 630 656 16 39
March 5153 705 21
 April 5039 654 14
May 5402 674 36
June 4665 615 30
TOTAL 59448 10869 7717 5448 259 169
*Includes staff coming and going.
++ New system introduced. Reporting method being assessed.

New Members
Parkes Peak Hill Trundle Tullamore
13/14 14/15 13/14 14/15 13/14 14/15 13/14 13/14

July 70 98 3 8 1 0 1 3
August 58 175 2 7 2 0 4 4
September 180 65 1 2 0 0 4 0
October 56 47 1 2 0 1 0 1
November 42 49 4 3 2 1 2 0
December 39 41 2 0 0 1 0 0
January 54 66 3 9 1 2 1 0
February 93 79 1 5 4 1 0 0
March 62 4 3 2
April 56 2 1 1
May 78 3 1 0
June 76 0 3 4
TOTAL 864 522 26 36 18 6 19 8

Activities and Events -
February Attendees No. of sessions
Computer classes 0 Will commence 10 March 2015
School class visits 137 2 Trundle, 3 Parkes
Storytime 37 2 sessions
Rhyme Time * 58 2 sessions
Currajong Disability Service 28 3 sessions
Author-rised, Writing Group 10 Single session
eBook sessions 31 2 sessions - Parkes Public School 

teachers
* (Adults and children are counted for Rhyme Time  and PyjamaRama sessions as the session is equally about 
early literacy skills and giving parents the confidence to continue this effort at home.)
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Children's Programs - Storytime and Rhyme Time sessions have commenced at Parkes 
Library. A number of regular families are back participating, but there are also a number of 
new families.

The evening storytime has been withdrawn, and a Saturday morning storytime session 
commenced, with the goal of involving more families. The first two sessions have indicated 
this should work well with dads participating.

  

Summer Reading Club - This year's Sweet Reads Summer Reading Club concluded on 
February 27. Library staff will be added up the number of books and the club members 
reached the! They read nearly2,000 books, double the amount needed!

A party to congratulate all Club Members for reading over summer was held on Tuesday 
March 10. The "reward" for reading so many books was turning Library Officer Sandie Ward 
into a giant human ice cream sundae! 

 

Exhibition: Are We There Yet? - Parkes Library is currently hosting a Books Illustrated 
exhibition based on Are We There Yet? the award-winning picture book by Alison Lester, 
published by Penguin Books.

This fun and inclusive exhibition celebrates our wonderful and diverse country Australia, 
family life, and the importance of sharing stories in words and pictures.

Alison Lester's books are loved by generations of Australian families. Her illustrated stories 
and novels are rich with memorable characters, quirky humour and a strong sense of place, 
and very often set in the country. 
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This is a fabulous opportunity to see some of Australia’s favourite picture book art at close 
quarters. The exhibition shows both the original illustrations as well as the preliminary and 
developmental stages in the making of the book. Middleton Public School, Parkes High 
School and Bogan Gate Public School have already booked class visits.

The exhibition was officially opened by the children of Parkes at Storytime on Thursday 
March 5. Oscar Hendry was special guest presenter, sharing some of his stories from 
travelling around Australia last year with his family.

  

Attachments

Nil.
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11 DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY AND CORPORATE SERVICES 
REPORT

11.5 (DTCS) Invitation to Host Australian Town Crier Championships 26 - 27 
May 2015 

Executive Summary

The Ancient and Honourable Guild of Australian Town Criers has invited Council to host the 
25th annual Australian Town Criers Championships 26 - 27 May 2015.  

Background Information

Parkes Shire Council has actively supported its local Town Crier and the Ancient and 
Honourable Guild of Australian Town Criers.  The Parkes Shire Town Crier has represented in past 
National Town Crier Championships.

Parkes hosted the championships in 2008 with the event enhancing the profile of the Parkes 
Shire through media coverage.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 4.2.1 Grow and Diversify the Economic Base; Develop and Support Tourism 
Industry in the Shire

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Hosting the 2015 national titles affords the opportunity to further promote the art of crying 
and to enhance the profile of Parkes Shire.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Historically, Council has covered the travel and accommodation costs associated with the 
Town Criers attendance at the National Championships (approximately $1,000.00) and 
funds are allocated annually in the promotions component of the Operational Plan for ad hoc 
events..  
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Recommendation

1. That Council accept the invitation to host the 25th annual Australian Town Criers 
Championships 26 - 27 May 2015.

2. That approval be granted for the Championships to be held at Moat Cottage on 
Wednesday 27 May 2015, subject to following all directions of Council Staff.

3. That the costs be expended from the Promotions of Parkes Area Program within 
Tourism budget allocation

4. That Council's Event Development Officer continue to liaise with the Guild and the 
Parkes Town Crier in coordinating events.

Report

The Ancient an Honourable Guild of Australian Town Criers has invited Council to host the 
25th annual Australian Town Criers Championships 26 - 27 May 2015.  

These dates coincide with the celebrations proposed to mark Sir Henry Parkes' 200th 
Birthday and would provide an opportunity to include the Championships with those 
celebrations. 

Parkes hosted the Championships in 2008 with the event being well received and generating 
widespread media coverage and raising the profile of Parkes.

The Guild are requesting a venue to conduct their annual General meeting, a Civic Welcome 
Reception, Dinner and the provision of venue, stage, PA system, chairs, trophies and 
officials and to host a presentation dinner.  Approximate costs $2,500.

Council staff are currently discussing possible arrangements to acknowledge Sir Henry's 
200th birthday and the Championships could be incorporated into those arrangements.

Funds have not been allocated for this event although Council has resolved in the past for 
Parkes' Town Crier to attend the Championships with the reimbursement (approximately 
$1,000 annually) of any travel and accommodation expenses to be allocated from the 
Promotions and Development - Advertising budget. An additional $1,500.00 would also be 
expended from the Promotions of Parkes Area program within Tourism  

Council's Events Officer has been liaising with the President of the Guild Mr Stephen Clarke 
and Parkes Town Crier Mr Tim Keith regarding the organisation of the event.

Attachments

1. Correspondence from Mr Stephen Clarke - President - Ancient and Honourable Guild 
of Australian Town Criers

2. Correspondence from Parkes Town Crier Mr Tim Keith
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12 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT'S REPORT
Nil.

13 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT
13.1 (DES) Request for Use of Cooke Park - Easter 2015 

Executive Summary

A request has been received from the St Georges Anglican Church seeking permission to 
hold an outdoor service in Cooke Park on Friday 3 April 2015 (Good Friday) from 9:00am to 
1:00pm with a crowd of 300 expected.

A request has also been received from Vision Ministries seeking permission to hold their 
annual Easter Egg hunt on Saturday 4 April 2015 from 9:00am to 11:00am with a crowd of 
200 expected.

Background Information

Cooke Park is a popular venue for community groups to host major events.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Approval is required under Part D Community Land, Section 68 of the Local Government Act 
1993 

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Status Quo

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Negligible

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.
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Recommendation

1. That permission to use Cooke Park on Friday 3 April 2015 for the St Georges Anglican 
Church service and on Saturday 4 April 2015 for the Vision Ministeries Easter Egg 
Hunt be granted, subject to the organisers complying to the following conditions:

 Obtaining approval under Part D Community Land, Section 68 of the Local 
Government Act 1993;

 Obtain approval for the Local Area Command - Schedule 1 - Notice of intention to 
hold a public gathering; 

 Complete a Risk Assessment and Management Plan to the satisfaction of Council;
 Meet all obligations imposed by Council staff in relation to the abovementioned 

matters;
 That no pegs or stakes be driven into the earth without prior consultation with the 

Parks and Gardens Supervisor;
 Possess sufficient insurance (not less than $20 million coverage) for the activities 

proposed and providing proof of same;
 Leaving the Park in a clean and tidy condition at the conclusion of the event.

2. That Council provide extra bins, including recycling bins for the event and assist in 
waste management.

3. That Council make power available on the day of the event.

Attachments

Nil.
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13.2 (DES) Proposed Closure Diggers Reserve - Travelling Stock Route (TSR) 

Executive Summary

Council has received a request from the Local Land Services, Central West Division 
(CWLLS) to alter the management of the Travelling Stock Route (TSR) that connects 
Brolgan Road and Condobolin Road (Henry Parkes Way). 

Background Information

This short Travelling Stock Route (TSR) connects Brolgan Road with Condobolin Road and 
has presented management challenges, including the dumping of waste and public misuse.

Local land Services have received a grazing permit from an adjoining land owner. A grazing 
permit is not a lease. Many TSR functions will be maintained including periodic use of the 
throughway by drovers. Signage on the access gates will direct public access to the TSR 
Ranger.

As Council is an adjoining land owner, consultation has been carried out by Local Land 
Services to advise of the proposed changes to the management of Diggers Reserve.

At some time in the future the Diggers Reserve TSR is likely to be permanently fenced by 
CWLLS and offered for lease. If this eventuates, the process will occur by publicised tender.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Roads Act 1993

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Average

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Minor maintenance of boundary fences will remain the responsibility of land owners which 
will be funded if required from the operational budget.

Recommendation

1. That Council support the proposed changes to the management of Diggers Reserve 
Travelling Stock Route as per the request of Local Land Services, Central West.

Attachments

1. Letter received from Local Land Services, Central West regarding the proposed 
changes to the management of Diggers Reserve.

2. Plan of Diggers Reserve and adjoining land owners
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13.3 (DES) Sporting Fields Master Plans 

Executive Summary

The drafts of the Sporting Fields Master Plans have been received by Council. They detail 
the proposed future developments and long term planning of the sporting precincts, along 
with ongoing management of the facilities. 

Background Information

Parkes Shire Council approved funding of $25,000 under its Special Rates Variation (SRV) 
program to undertake master planning processes for a range of sporting fields and ovals 
within the Parkes Shire Community. This program compliments the first round Master Plans 
that were adopted under the same program for the previous financial year (13/14).

The sporting precincts included in the second round of planning were:

 Cooke Park, Parkes
 Woodward Oval, Parkes
 Armstrong Park, Parkes
 Keast Park, Parkes (including skate park)
 Polar Park, Tullamore.

In the brief provided to consultants they were asked to present plans that provided direction 
for future development and long term planning of the sporting precincts along with ongoing 
maintenance of the facilities.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 6. Enhance Recreation and Culture
6.3 Maintain and develop Sporting, Recreational and Cultural facilities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Excellent

This project aligns with Council's strategic objective 3.2 Develop strategies to work with and 
support the townships endeavours. The Indigenous community is one of Council's Social 
Justice groups. 

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor

This project will have no negative impact to the Delivery Plan. 

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1060

General Manager Mayor

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The creation of the Sporting Fields Master Plans included in the current 14/15 operational 
budget and will assist with long term planning and ability to source non-standard revenue.

Recommendation

1. That the information on the Sporting Fields Master Plans be noted.

2. That following the Councillor consultation workshop, Council endorse the Master Plans 
be placed on public exhibition for 28 days inviting public comment with results being 
tabled at a future Council meeting.

Report

Parkes Shire Council approved funding of $25,000 under its Special Rates Variation (SRV) 
program to undertake master planning processes for a range of sporting fields and ovals 
within the Parkes Shire Community. This program compliments the first round Master Plans 
that were adopted under the same program for the previous financial year (13/14).

The sporting precincts included in the second round of planning were:

 Cooke Park, Parkes
 Woodward Oval, Parkes
 Armstrong Park, Parkes
 Keast Park, Parkes (including skate park)
 Polar Park, Tullamore.

In the brief provided to consultants they were asked to present plans that provided direction 
for future development and long term planning of the sporting precincts along with ongoing 
maintenance of the facilities.

Throughout the process extensive stakeholder consultation was undertaken with all user 
groups of the facilities. All of these consultations ran smoothly with great input being 
received from all participants. 

A workshop is currently being arranged for Councillors and Senior Staff to be involved in 
further consultation prior to the Master Plans being placed on public exhibition

Attachments

1. Draft Sporting Field Master Plans.
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14 CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES
14.1 Committee Minutes - Elvis Festival Committee Meeting held 04 February 2015 

Executive Summary

A meeting of the Elvis Festival Committee was held at the Parkes Shire Council on 4 
February 2015. The Minutes of that meeting were confirmed at the Committees meeting held 
on 11 March 2015.  The Minutes are attached for Council's endorsement.

Background Information

The Elvis Festival Committee was established as a Section 355 Committee of Parkes Shire 
Council in pursuance of Council Resolution Number passed on 18 March 2014.

The purpose of the Committee is :

 To be the Peak Organising body for the Parkes Elvis Festival;
 To add value by providing a clear vision for the future of the Festival, explore areas of 

growth, quality improvement, development and sustainability,
 To oversight the successful staging of the annual Elvis Festival for the community of 

Parkes
 To review and approve long term strategic plan, annual plan, long term budget
 Oversight the implementation of the annual plan
 Oversight legal contractual arrangements, sponsorship, insurance etc. 

The inaugural meeting of this Committee was held on 08 May 2014.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Section 355 of the Local Government Act 1993. Delegations pursuant to section 377 are 
included in the Committee Charter.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 6. Enhance Recreation and Culture

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 
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Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Elvis Festival Committee held on 4 February 2015 be received 
and the recommendations of the Committee be endorsed by Council.

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Elvis Festival Committee held on 4 February 2015.

2. That the vacant positions be publicly advertised seeking expressions of interest for 
2 x Independent members .
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14.2 Committee Minutes - Parkes Sports Council Meeting held on 10 March 2015 

Executive Summary

The Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council Meeting held on 10 March 2015 is presented for 
the information of Council.

Background Information

The Parkes Sports Council maintains the sporting fields of Parkes and prepares grounds for 
user groups. Fees are raised from member groups which contributes towards the cost of 
maintenance of grounds and plant replacement.

Legislative or Policy Implications

The Sports Council operates as a Section 365 committee of Council.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 2.  Improve Health and Well Being

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

The provision of quality sporting fields enhances Council's community reputation and can 
result in an injection of funds into the community through sports tourism.

Budget & Financial Aspects

Parkes Shire Council contributes funds annually to the Sports Council to augment the fees 
collected from the sporting groups, which us used for sporting field maintenance and plant 
replacement.
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Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council meeting held on 10 March 2015 be 
received and noted.

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Parkes Sports Council held on 10 March 2015.
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14.3 Committee Minutes - Sporting Facilities Development Committee Meeting held 
10 March 2015 

Executive Summary

The Parkes Shire Council Sporting Facilities Development Committee meeting was held on 
Tuesday 10 March 2015.

Background Information

The Parkes Shire Council Sporting Facilities development Committee is a committee of 
Council with Community representatives. The Committee meets as required and its functions 
are:

 To consider and recommend the development of the Sporting Facilities with the 
Parkes Shire.

 To evaluate proposals in relation to the development of Sporting Facilities within the 
Parkes Shire.

 To consider other relevant matters as referred to by Council.
 To evaluate the Development of Sporting Facilities in the Parkes Shire against any 

Plan of Management for Community Land covering land described as "sportsground" 
and the objectives and strategies applying thereto.

To consider any other relevant matters as referred by Council

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications

The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 6. 3 Enhance Recreation and Culture: Maintain and develop sporting, 
recreational and cultural facilities.

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Minor

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1086

General Manager Mayor

Budget & Financial Aspects

Parkes Rugby League Football Club receive a grant of $25,000 from Department of 
Community, Sport and Recreation towards the cost of providing additional toilet facilities at 
Pioneer Oval. Preliminary costs to build a new block on the South - Eastern side of the 
ground are estimated to be in the vicinity of $110,000.

To complete the project an additional injection of $85,000 from Council is required. Funds 
can be provided from the Parkes Town Improvement Vote ($70,000) and the SRV Sporting 
Facilities ($15,000). 

Total cost to build (estimate only) $110,000

Funded by: Grant Funds  $25,000
Parkes TI $70,000
SRV Sports Fields $15,000

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Parkes Shire Sporting Facilities Development Committee held 
on 10 March 2015 be endorsed by Council.

2. That the recommendation to build a new toilet facility at Pioneer Oval using additional 
funding from Parkes TI ($70,000) and SRV Sporting Facilities Maintenance ($15,000) 
be approved.

3. That the other recommendations by the Shire Sporting Facilities Development 
Committee be adopted.

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Parkes Shire Council Sporting Facilities Development Committee 
meeting held 10 March 2015

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1087

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1088

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1089

General Manager Mayor

Version: 3, Version Date: 24/03/2015
Document Set ID: 804447



Parkes Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting - 17 March 2015 Minutes Book Page 1090

General Manager Mayor

14.4 Committee Minutes - Waste Facilities Committee Meeting held 17 March 2015 

Executive Summary

A meeting of the Parkes Shire Council Waste Facilities Committee will be held immediately 
prior to the Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 17 March 2015.  The Minutes of htat 
meeting will be tabled at the Council meeting

Background Information

The Committee is a 'Councillor Only' Committee and meets when necessary to discuss 
issues relating to the Shire landfill sites.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Nil.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 
7. Care for the environment in a Changing Climate
8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure 

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Low

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

Domestic Waste Management and other waste long term financial plan.

Recommendation

1. That the Minutes of the Waste Facilities meeting held on 17 March 2015 be received 
and noted. 

Attachments

1. Minutes of the Waste Facilities meeting will be tabled at the Council meeting
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15 QUESTIONS AND MATTERS OF URGENCY
Nil.

16 CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS ITEMS

16.1 (DTCS) Acceptance of land in Lieu of Payment of Arrears Rates - Bogan Gate 

Prepared By: Director Technology of Corporate Service

Reason for Confidentiality

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Council's Code of Meeting Practice, which permits the meeting to 
be closed to the public for business relating to the following: -

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business

Executive Summary

Council is permitted under the Local Government Act, 1993 to accept the transfer of land in 
lieu of outstanding rates on property. Through the Bogan Gate Community Strategic 
Planning process, land has been identified for a possible future local government use and 
could be acquired by Council using this process.

Background Information

The Bogan Gate community has undergone a community strategic planning process similar 
to the other small towns and villages within the Shire. As part of that process land with the 
potential to value add to the community has been identified and could be acquired by 
Council to enhance the amenity of the Bogan Gate township.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Section 570, Local Government Act, 1993

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 3.  Promote, Support and Grow our Communities

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Good

The acquisition of land for future local Government requirements could assist economic and 
business opportunities for Bogan Gate.

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Low

Other than ongoing operational costs, the recommendations in the Report are considered 
low risk.
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Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

In accepting property in lieu of outstanding rates, the need to dispose of the land through the 
normal sale for overdue rates is removed and Council's provision for bad and doubtful debts 
utilised. Should Council become the owner of the property through this process there will be 
ongoing costs associated with rates and annual maintenance. These costs could be taken 
from the Bogan Gate Town Improvement Fund. There will be minor legal costs associated 
with transferring the property

Recommendation

1. That Council commence procedures to accept a transfer of the land in the village of 
Bogan Gate, referred to as Lot 1 DP 312345 and Lot A 937596 in respect of which 
rates or charges and accrued interest is due and payable in full satisfaction of the 
rates, charges or accrued interest under the provisions of Section 570, of the Local 
Government Act, 1993.

2. That upon acquisition the land be classified as operational in accordance with Section 
31(2) and Section 34 of the Local Government Act, 1993.

3. That the seal of Council be applied to all documents requiring the seal associated with 
the transfer of land.

Report

The Bogan Gate community has identified the land between the Memorial Hall and the 
Bogan Gate Hotel as property that could value add to the community and provide economic 
stimulus. Many small villages across Australia are capitalising on the considerable growth in 
the recreational vehicle market as the baby boomer demographic utilise their vehicles to 
indulge in regional, rural and remote tourism. The Bogan Gate community has identified in 
their community strategic plan that one of their highest priorities is to take advantage of that 
market.

The two parcels of land that separate the Hall from the Hotel are currently freehold land. 
Both parcels of land have not had rates and charges paid for many years and are currently 
listed for disposal at the next sale of land for overdue rates. An alternative to disposing of the 
land through the sale process is to take advantage of Section 570 of the Local Government 
Act which provides for the transfer of property in lieu of outstanding rates. The current total 
charges outstanding will be $4,474.68 as at 31 May 2015. (Currently $3,604.00 with an 
additional $165.00 plus any interest to be added on 31 May 2015). This amount would be 
largely written off should Council acquire the land through the process. Some funds would 
be available to mitigate the write-off from Council's provision for bad and doubtful debts. 
Upon acquisition the land would be classified as operational land, allowing for future 
dealings or development.
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In the interim, Council would look to lease the property to the Bogan Gate Hall Committee for 
their use, most likely as car park for the Hall. An opportunity could therefore present itself in 
an economic sense for travellers to utilise the car park for recreational vehicles while visiting 
Bogan Gate and exploring the area.

As the full potential use of the land in the long term is still to be decided, the purpose of the 
acquisition would be for "future local government use" and in the interim arrangements made 
with the community to utilise the land in a manner that will hopefully assist the local 
economy.

The current owners of the land have previously advised Council that they do not intend to 
pay rates or charges on the property as they do not believe it is in their best financial interest 
to do so as they await the next sale for overdue rates as a means of disposing the property..  
As such it is thought that they would welcome the suggestion of a transfer of the land in lieu 
of outstanding rates and charges. More details of discussions with the owners will be 
available at the meeting.

Attachments

1. Map of Land
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16.2 (GM) Proposed Redundancy at Trundle Swimming Pool

Prepared By: General Manager

Reason for Confidentiality

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Council's Code of Meeting Practice, which permits the meeting to 
be closed to the public for business relating to the following: -

(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors)

Executive Summary

A petition of over 180 signatures has been received in relation to the personal impact of the 
proposed redundancy at the Trundle swimming pool. The petition will be tabled at the 
Council meeting. 

Background Information

Council was advised of the proposed organisational restructure at the 17 February 2015 
Council meeting. A copy of that report is attached.

Legislative or Policy Implications

Council's Senior staff, the Consultative Committee and the United Services Union have been 
involved through this process. Process is based on legal industrial advice.

Progressive Delivery Program Implications
The resolution in this report will primarily effect the Delivery Program Future Direction 
relating to: 8. Maintain and improve the Shires Assets and Infrastructure

Predicted positive effect / opportunity for the Delivery Program: Average

Predicted negative / challenge to the Delivery Program: Moderate

Quadruple Bottom Line

Economic     Environmental 

Social  Civic 
Leadership 

Budget & Financial Aspects

The change in structure proposes one additional staff member, which will be funded from 
Engineering Salaries vote.
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Recommendation

1. That the information be received and noted.

Attachments

1. Confidential Report tabled at Council's Meeting of 17 February 2015

2. Petition will be distributed at Meeting.
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